


I SEALL BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WILL CONVEY A -SPECIAL 

WORD OF FRAISE TO GENERAL ANDERS ON THE MAGNIFICENT 

FIGHTING QUALITIES AND TENACITY THE POLISH TROOPS DISPLAYED 

IN CAPTURING THE FORTRESS WHICH THE ENEMY CONSIDERED TO BE 

IMPREGNABLE, THIS IS A PROUD DAY FOR POLAND AND I SALUTE THE 

POLISH FLAG WHICH NOW FLIES PROUDLY FROM THE MONASTERY FORTRESS

Te legram  sent by G enera l A le xa n 
d e r, C .- in -C . 15th A rm y  G ro u p , to 
G en era l Leese , Com m and er o f the  . * 
8th A rm y

v .~ .
W rit in g  on the  w a lls  o f  W a rsa w . T h e  last sym b o l stands fo r  P O L S K A  W A L C Z A C A  (F ig h tin g  Po land ).

P O L A N D — September 1939 to June 
1941. N o te . Since June 1941, the 
e n tire  Polish t e r r ito ry  is under 
G erm an  occupation . The p rovinces 
o f L w ó w , T a rn o p o l, and Stan isła
w ó w  have been incorp o rated  into 
the  G en era l G o ve rn m e n t.

Selected by S. S. W O JT K IE W IC Z  
Designed by J. P O LIN SK I 
Printed for the Polish M in istry of Information 
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The second W orld  W a r broke out on the 1st of Septem ber, 1939, when Poland was attacked by 
Germ any from the N orth , W est and South simultaneously. The 3rd of Septem ber was claimed by 
Germ an propaganda as the date of the beginning of the war. The G erm ans’ intention was to shift the 
responsibility on to G reat Britain and France, who declared war on Germ any on this date, after every 
attem pt to find a peaceful solution had been exhausted by these two A llies.

In fact the W a r broke out on the 1st of September. It was started by the Germ ans, Germ any being 
the aggressor. . . .
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Polish in fan try  m arching to the 
fro n t line.

À n ti- tan k  a r t i l le ry  in action.

So ld ie rs ' graves in the  cen tre  of 
W a rsa w . ■

Defence of besieged W a rsa w .

G erm an prisoners o f w a r.

. . .  The Germ ans outnumbered the Poles by ten to one in tanks and in planes and three to one in 
infantry. Y e t Poland resisted until O ctober 5th. Polish Forces fulfilled their duty on the field of battle 
to the best of their ability, holding out for six weeks, during which tim e France and England mobilized.



■ • Germ an losses in the Polish campaign w ere about 100,000 in killed alone. The Polish Forces w ere  
beaten and the country subjugated by the enemy. . . .

Ruins o f W a rsa w .

A  Polish  h ighw ay in Septem ber, 
1939.



. . . A fter G erm any’s trium ph about 100,000 Polish soldiers succeeded in crossing the frontiers of 
Roumania, Hungary and Lithuania. They resolved to fight on. Poles in France and other countries 
provided several thousand soldiers to build up the new Polish forces on French soil. These forces w ere  
organized by General W ladyslaw  Sikorski. . . .

Poles obey the  „ c a ll 'to  arm s-once 
m ore .

They  take the  oath to  fight to  the 
end.

G en era l S ik o rsk i in France.



. . .  A t the same tim e the Polish Underground A rm y was created in Poland. Considerable stocks of 
arm s were hidden from the Germ ans. Training in modern warfare started in private houses, in cellars 
and in forests. . . .

O .C .T .U .  in a p rivate  house

A n ti-a irc ra ft  machine-gun tra in ing

Young Poles tra in in g  in the fo rests
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. . . The Polish H om e A rm / was forced to live and work Underground. . . .
#

Some Polish U nderg round  Papers.

P rin ting  U nderg round  Papers.

A  Polish so ld ier em erg ing from  his 
h ide-out.



. . .  In the year 1940. Two Polish Infantry Divisions and one tank Brigade fought in France. Poles 
fought on in France until the 22nd of June, i . e . ,  five days after Petain’s order to cease fire. . . .

M otorized Polish Tro o p s in France.

An inspection  before the Battle  
of France.

P residen t R aczk iew icz  and G enera l 
S iko rsk i inspecting Polish tro o p s.



Patro lling  N orw eg ian  roadw ays.

T h e  N orw eg ian  coast photograph
ed from  the deck o f the  Polish 
d e stro ye r B Ł Y S K A W IC A .

T h e  Polish H igh landers ' Flag.

. . .  In N orw ay, in the Spring of 1940, the Polish Highland Brigade took Ankenes and fought at 
N arvik  by the side of British  and French troops. . . .

Polish so ld iers and th e ir  N o rw e 
gian friends.



. . . Petain surrendered on the 17th of June, 1940. The Polish Carpathian Brigade left Syria for 
Palestine and later took part in the defence of Tobruk and the famous three days’ battle of Gazala.

During the Libyan campaign the Carpath ian  Brigade, num bering 4,000 men, gained 634 Polish and 
22 B ritish  m ilitary  decorations. The losses w ere 139 killed, 600 wounded and only nine taken p r iso n e r .. .  .



T h e  Po lish  d e stro y e rs  G R O M , B Ł Y S K A W IC A  and B U R Z A  on th e ir  w ay  to  G re a t  B r ita in  on the  Is t  of Sep te m b er, 1939.

The  Po lish  su b m arin e  O R Z E L  a fte r m any ad ve n tu re s  reaches a The Polish subm arine W IL K  man-
C rit ish  p o rt . aged to do the same.

. . . The Polish Navy was given no respite in the fight against the Germ ans. Three Polish destroyers 
and two subm arines made their way from the Baltic to British  ports to join the Royal Navy. . . .



. . . The Polish Navy has grown. Its numbers have now been increased by the addition of the cru iser  
Dragon, six destroyers, and som e sm aller vessels, which have taken part in every m ajor naval operation, 
such as the British  and Polish evacuation from  France, the landing at Dieppe, the escorting of convoys 
to M alta and Russia, operations off A frica , the Dodecanese, S icily , Salerno, A nzio  and France. In the 
course of these five years of fighting the Polish Navy has destroyed 31 enemy warships, about 50 other 
vessels, and destroyed or damaged nearly 100 A xis planes. The  Polish d estro yer Garland covered m ore  
than 200,000 m iles in patrol and escort duties. . . .

The launching of the new Polish  
subm arine  D Z IK  w h ich  won high 
praise fo r her operations in the
M editerranean  ^he P 9P sh d e stro y e rs— 'S L A Z A K

and K R A K O W iA K .

The  Polish subm arine S O K O L  
re tu rn in g  to the B rit ish  Isles after 
highly successful N aval operations 
in the M ed iterranean .



PIORUN

BISMARK

. . . O n  May 26th, 1941, the Polish destroyer P IO R U N  was the first to spot the B IS M A R C K . The  
destroyer cam e under the fire of the enemy battleship for 55 m inutes. The P IO R U N  engaged the  
B ISM A R K  after a chase, thus enabling British  destroyers to fire their torpedoes. . . .

T h e  P IO R U N 's  course when 
engaging the  B IS M A R K .

BISMARK

 *■ The route of the PIORUN
   The approximate route of the BIÊMAKC
-♦ *♦ In touch Sea nales



. . . N early  all the Polish M erchant Navy succeeded in escaping from the enemy and for five years 
it  has co-operated to the full w ith the A llies in transporting vital w ar m aterials. The Polish flag was 
frequently seen in M urm ansk and Bom bay, in Freetow n and Reykyavik, at the harbour of besieged Tobruk  
and M alta, and on all the convoy routes of the seven seas. Losses w ere soon replaced by new ships. 
T h e  Polish M erchant Navy took part in all landing operations which w ere undertaken by the British  
Forces, and a large proportion of the Polish M erchant Fleet is on duty in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 
Polish M erchant Seam en have received many British  decorations which include 2 D .S .O s. and 13 O .B .Es.



. . . The Polish A ir  Force fought in Poiand, France, G reat Britain , N orth A frica, Malta, S icily, Italy, 
China, Occupied Europe and protected the sea routes. During the Battle of Britain , one of the Polish 
Squadrons (the Kosciuszko Squadron) distinguished itself, being credited with the greatest number of 
enemy planes to be destroyed by any R.A .F. Squadron : 198 enemy planes w ere shot down by Poles for 
certain and 264 probably destroyed. During five years of war Polish fighters have shot down well over 
1,000 enemy planes and 223 flying bombs. . . .

Polish  fig h te rs on a B rit ish  
A ero -d ro m e.

Polish  Bom bers in  G rea t 
B rita in .



. . . Polish bom ber squadrons made over 1,000 sorties, in which several thousands of planes
participated. They raided Berlin , H am burg, Brem en, the Ruhr, and other m ajor objectives. More than
seven G erm an subm arines w ere destroyed by the Poles. O ne of the Polish W ings joined the Tactical
A ir  Force, helping Eisenhow er’s A llied  A rm ies in France. . . .

. . . N um erica lly , the Polish A ir  Force was second to the R .A .F., before the U nited States entered the

A fte r  the s ink ing  of a G erm an  
U-boat.

A Polish  airm an rece iv ing  his com 
m ission from  G en e ra l S ik o rsk i.

O n e  of the  vete rans .



In the M iddle East.

In the B rit ish  Isles.

. . . Polish women w ork in every European theatre of war. . . .

O v e rse a s .

A t  hom e in Po land .



. . . Polish women entered all three services.

/



The firs t lesson

A t the Cadet School

Polish youths training to become ground-crews, signallers, and drivers.
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. . . Since 1940 the Poles have been entrusted with the defence of an im portant sector of the Scottish  
coast. . . .

M o rta r- fir in g .

A  Po lish  s e n try  in  Sco tlan d .

1941. S o m e w h e re  in S co tla n d .



. The 1st Polish A rm y  Corps was formed in Scotland.

A  Po lish  T a n k  D iv is io n . 
T h is  D iv is io n  u n d e r the  
com m and o f G e n e ra l
M A C Z E K  closed the
F A L A IS E  gap and to o k  
A b b e v ille  and Y p re s  in 
A u g u st and S e p te m b e r 
1944. T h e y  to o k  5 ,000 
p riso n e rs  inc lud ing  I
G e n e ra l and 140 o ffice rs  
in N o rm a n d y  alone .

Po lish  P a ra tro o p s .
In S e p te m b e r 1944, th ey  
landed in H o lland  w ith  

' th e  A llie d  A irb o rn e  
A rm y .



. . . During G reat B rita in ’s critica l years of 1940-41, Poles worked hard on the construction of 
coastal defences and took over the operation of a number of arm oured trains

En g in e e rin g  tro o p s .

Poles m ann ing  an a rm o u red  tra in .

B u ild ing  up Sco ttish  coastal defences.



The Anglo-Polish alliance was made m anifest in various fields of activity.

A  m ine d e te c to r in ven ted  by a 
Po le was used u n iv e rsa lly  in the  
B r it ish  A rm y .

Rail co m m u n ica tio n  se rv ic e  in the  
M idd le  East o perated  by Poles.

Po lish  so ld ie rs  lend ing  a hand to  
fa rm e rs  in S co tland .



. . . Polish fighting efficiency provoked the Germ ans to fury and they decided to break the sp irit of 
the Polish Nation by bloody persecutions. . . .

H u n d re d s  o f Po lish  v illages w e re  
b urned  dow n .

F ire  in th e  so-called  
G h e tto  "  in W a rsa w .

Mass s lau g h te r



N either the women nor children w ere spared.



The Polish Underground A rm y avenges Germ an atrocities and protects the population.

F igh ting  th e  G e rm an s  near N ovo- 
g ro d e k , w in te r  1944.

T h e  road is m ined .

A n  a tta ck  on G e rm a n s  in the 
v illag e  of Jaszuny .



The Polish Underground A rm y emerges.



. . . The Polish Underground A rm y ’s Headquarters, radio stations, field hospitals and dumps built 
and organized in the forests. . . .

S ig n a lle rs  at w o rk

P rep a rin g  to  b low  up the  bridge 
o v e r th e  V is lo k a  r iv e r . A p r il 5 th , 
1944.

Parade o f a u n it  o f  the Po lish  
H om e A rm y .

O n e  of th e  Po lish  H e ad q u arte rs  
jo k in g ly  called "  H o te l E u ro p e .”



. . .  To  counteract Polish Underground activity, G erm an Governm ent Buildings in W arsaw  and 
other big cities w ere barricaded, and forests w ere proclaim ed “ prohibited zones ”  for all Germ ans. . . .

O n e  o f th e  G e rm an  o ffice  b u ild 
ings in W a rsa w .

w a rn in g  “ B e w a re  o fG e rm an
B a n d its .’



S o m e w h e re  in N o rth  Easte rn  Poland .

A  R eg im en t being p resen ted  w ith  
its Reg im enta l C o lo u rs . In action .

. . . The Polish H om e A rm y assumed all the aspect of a regular A rm y.

IS



. . . Hundreds of bridges and trains w ere blown up by the Polish H om e A rm y  acting under orders  
from the Polish Governm ent in London. Tw o Divisions of the H om e A rm y, assisted by a Russian  
Brigade, attacked and captured W ilno  from the G erm ans, this A rm y also joined in the Russian assault 
on Lwow. From  August 1st the Polish H om e A rm y was fighting desperate ly and alone in W arsaw  itself 
and at the same tim e attacking the G erm an Front line from the rear./. . .

T h e  ra ilw a y  b ridge o v e r th e  V ls lo k a  
R iv e r , b low n up on A p r il 5 th , 1944. A  G e rm an  tra in  b low n up on A p r il 

12th, 1944.



\

. . . Meanwhile the 2nd Polish Corps have been fighting in Italy since February 1944. Poles captured 
the Monastery of Monte Cassino, Monte C airo , Piedemonte and the im portant city and harbour of 
Ancona. H .M . The King conferred the O rd e r of the Bath on General Anders comm anding the Corps. . , .

I  S to rm in g  M o naste ry  H ili .

A f te r  th e  ca p tu re  o f th e  M o naste ry  
o f M onte C assin o  the  Poles hoisted 
th e  Po lish  and B r it ish  flags.



More successes in Italy.

O n e  of the  cap tu red  G erm an  guns.

G e rm a n  p r iso n e rs  taken  by P o le s  
at P ied im o nte .

T h e  Po lish  C . in C . G en e ra l 
K . S o sn k o w sk i d eco rates G en e ra l 
A le x a n d e r  w ith  the V IR T U T I 
M IL IT A R Y , w h ich  co rre sp o n d s  to  
the  V ic to r ia  C ro ss .






