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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

According to the decision taken by
the United Nations, the German crim-
inals, who have committed acts of
violence, injustice and murder in the
occupied countries, must be called be-
fore the judgment of those nations
against whose members the crimes had
been perpetrated. No one is to escape
full responsibdity; even those who
attempt to hide in neutral countries
will be reached by the hand of jus-
tice.  The guilty will be prosecuted
as common criminals, as murderers
for whom there is no right of asylum.

This decision is in complete accord
with the concept of justice which de-
mands punishment for murder. Lists
of the criminals have therefore been
drawn up in all the occupied coun-
tries and some governments have al-
ready begun to make public some of
the names. The Polish Government
has proceeded in the same spirit; the
work of listing the German criminals
is steadily going on here, and the list
IS growing.

But let us remember the fact that
the number of criminals is so tre-
mendous that it would require the es-
tablishment of special offices to keep
track of all of them. Nearly every
German in the occupied countries has
committed numberless crimes :
Ihe German who does not steal and
does not exact service from the in-
habitants of the occupied country, is
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an exception. Usually, hundreds id
thousands of Germans in and out of
uniforms take part in manhunts and
in murdering people sent tc concen-
tration camps and to forced labor in
Germany. Who can list all their
names? Should a soldier who shoots
defenseless hostages go unpunished?
Should an official of the occupation
administration, who organizes round-
ups and murders, be overlooked? Yet
no list can include all the criminals
and so bring them before justice.

We must therefore simply consider
that, by the mere fact of their pres-
ence, all Germans in an occupied
country become to a greater or small-
er degree partners in the crimes com-
mitted. They miust all be arraigned
before the tribunals set up by the
peoples now living under their yoke.
| he person arraigned would then have
to prove that he had not committed
any crimes and find his defense wit-
nesses among the local population.
All occupation officials, both military
and civil, including those who have
functioned in economic and political
offices, all members of the police and
the SS or SD detachments must,
without any exceptions, account for
their crimes.

We must not neglect the present
task of listing all the available names,
but at the same time we must insist

“that the United Nations add a clause
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to their decision., extending the crim-
inal responsibility for German ac-
tions to all Germans operating in the
occupied territories This clause is
necessitated by the fact that the acts
of murder have become so wide-
spread and general that it is difficult
to isolate the individual criminals.

In addition to personal punishment
determined by the degree of the crime

BLOOD CALLS

New German posters constantly jn-
form us of the unceasing murder of
our brothers. Sew lists of those who
have been shot and those doomed to
he shot are published daily. The side-
walks of Warsaw arc bleeding. Peo-
ple who but yesterday were among
us, aie gone today, victims of evil
chance, murdered without trial, and
often quite innocent of the supreme
ci ime—active resistance against the
Germans.  They disappear only be-
cause they are Poles. We must leal-
ize this and remember it.

The German policy of total exter-
mination must specially be understood

FROM THE GERMAN
DISTRICT

Fearing the spread of tuberculosis,
the German authorities have ordered
all Germans residing in Warsaw to
have their lungs X-rayed Afraid
that they may he “removed,” or put
to death, as has already been done in
some districts in the Reich, the Ger-
mans affected by tuberculosis hire
healthy people to take their place
during the medical examination.

They pay these substitutes
100 zlotys per “visit.”

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
November 7, 1943
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committed, the principle of wholesale
confiscation of German fortunes, no
matter where they may be, and their
application to the fund for helping
the victims of the German terror must
be generally applied.

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)

December 19, 1943

FOP REVENGE!

by those who delude themselves that
they can save their lives and freedom
by shunning underground struggle.
The bestial Hitlerite hand can at any
moment reach out for any one, either
in the street or in our homes, and
wantonly murder the victim. And
when one dies thus ingloriously, he
does not even have the consolation
of having done his duly in the fight
against the enemy.

As for those who work in the ranks
of Underground Poland, they must
ever remember that the martyrs’ blood
calls for the highest effort, for pres-
ence of spirit and sacrifice, so that
the work done may he as fruitful as
possible in undermining the German
enemy and destroying his plans for
the moral and physical disarmament
of the Poles.

It is not terrible to die when one
has accomplished his duty. It is not
hard to look straight in the face of
danger when one knows that he has
dedicated his life to the great ideals
of freedom, equality and independence!

Let us strengthen the ranks of Po
land’s Underground Army. The blood
flowing m the streets of Warsaw calls
for vengeance!

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
December 19, 1943



FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE SMALLER NATIONS

During the Moscow and Teheran
conferences, at which the great pow-
ers reached decisions concerning the
fate of the world, the problem of the
rights of smaller nations came acute-
ly to the fore. Properly speaking,
all the nations of the world, with the
exception of England, the United
States and Russia, can be included in
the category of smaller nations. It is
therefore natural that the great so-
ciety of 'smaller peoples” is partic-
ularly concerned that future world
organization, as well as their own
fate, should not be determined only
by the Big Three. Respect for jus-
tice and right, if only for the sake
of the principle of respect for law
rather than force in the society of
nations, is theoretically one of the
aims of the present war, proclaimed
in the Atlantic Charter.

I’he  British and the Americans
have proved several times that they
intend to wholeheartedly respect the
rights of the smaller nations. They
have also given repeated assurances
that the problems of the latter would
be given international consideration
after they had been discussed and
their solutions agreed upon by the
nations involved; they have stated,
moreover, that the problems of the
internal set-up of the small nations
could not he subject to pressures on
the part of any other powers.

On the other hand, however, there
Is a tendency on the part of the Big
Three to arrange the affairs of the
world and even to dictate, which, to
some extent, may be attributed to the
natural result of their sense of pow-
er, We must not forget that these

tendencies have been and still are
strong in England among certain con-
servative, groups whigh would be
pleased by a division of the world in-
to spheres of influence dominated by

the Big three.
The attempt to establish such a
world system, which would rapidly

breed new conflicts’, is not at all
welcomed by the Labor Party in
England or by the Roosevelt camp
in the United States. These two
great camps work tor a stable world
order based once for all on respect
for right, and enforced by a perma-
nent and true organization of nations
for purposes of peace. We hope that
the influence of these camps on the
opinion of their respective countries
will determine the post-war world
order. The bonds between the Polish
and British Labor Movements are
therefore particularly precious, for it
Is thanks to them that British Labor

understands and supports Poland’s
rights.
Poland’s opinion on this subject

has recently been expressed b> Prime

Minister Mikotajczyk as follows:
“Democracy in the internal life of
nations must go hand in hand with

democracy in relations between the
nations. In this democratic collalloca-
tion a tremendous responsibility falls
upon the great powers. "this re-
sponsibility, however, should not en-
title the great powers to Impose their
will upon the smaller nations, which

should have full voting rights in all
decisions.”
Both of the tendencies described

above will often find expression among
various British and American groups.



The victory of the just cause depends
on the victory of democratic forces
and ideas within the nations them-
selves over the impeiialist prejudices
and interests of some of their mem-
bers.

The Labor Movements, which stand
for the rights of smaller nations can
wield great influence here. They
can count on the sympathy of the or-

ganized workers of England and
America.

Soviet Russia is the only great
power that cannot he expected to

wholeheartedly recognize the rights

of smaller nations. It is the conse-
quence of the principles she has fol-
lowed throughout the years, for she
cannot understand collaboration with
other peoples on the basis of equal
rights, without subjecting them to her
will.  The United Nations will have
to find organizational forms that will

make collaboration with the Soviet
Union possible despite the latter’s
ambitions.

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)

December 19, 1913

RAPID, THOROUGH, AND RADICAL
AGRARIAN REFORM

Lhe need for radical agrarian re-
form and for the complete transforma-
tion of the Polish village is widely
recognized, as is the truth of the old
socialist assertion that agrarian re-
form in itself cannot solve the peas-
ants’ problems and that the working
men and women are intimately con-
cerned with the general social and
economic transformation of the vil-

lage. The declaration of the four
Polish mass movements, which re-
states the necessity for such trans-

formation, testifies to the general un-
derstanding of the importance of this
old democratic principle. There re-
mains, however, one group in Poland
opposed to agrarian reform. This
group, which calls itself “radical”
and “national,” mutters against "the
class revenge” nature of agrarian re-
form ; it seems to be troubled by the
attack upon the “radical” foundations
of the landlord system.

Tt is high time to consider agrarian
reform concretely and specifically.

We call attention to the significant
and interesting agreements regarding
the basic principles of the reform
which have been reached in London

by the representatives of the Polish
Socialist Party and of the Peasant
Party. The agreements are of a gen-

eral nature and do not consider the
details of the problem, for these prop-
erly belong to the legislative branch.

Llowever, the major content of the
principles agreed wupon testifies to
their realism and to their authors’

sense of responsibility and caution, as
well as to their determination to see
the problem solved once for all.

The first of the principles agreed
on is the need for immediate reform.
The correctness of this position does
not raise an doubt either for polit-
ical or economic reasons; in Polish
life agrarian reform must be accom-
plished at one stroke, rapidly and
completely, in order to preclude any
possible atmosphere of uncertainty,
tension arid economic dislocation.



The second principle is that the
reform must be general and thorough.
The maximum permissible area ol
land to be owned by any individual
was fixed at 50 ha. The State is to
take over all lands (except those
owned by local authorities), includ-
ing those formerly belonging to Ger-
mans, those left without owners, etc.
For reasons of economics and health,
forests are not be parcelled. .

Jhe third principle concerns the
problem of indemnity. The indemnity
which will be paid by the State is to
be based on the price of wheat; thus,
for one ha of the best land the State
will pay the price of 20 quintals of
wheat.

Landless and small peasants are to
receive land at the same price, to be
[laid for on a convenient installment
plan. In order to avoid any difficul-
ties for the new owners and to pre-
clude any decline in production, they
are to receive long-term, interest-
free credits, which will enable them
to buy the necessary inventory and to
efficiently cultivate their land. To
further ensure this, the parcelling of
the land is to he administered by the
State and not by private speculators.

rhe final principle concerns com-
pensation for hired laborers who will
lose their work and means of subsist-
ence as a result of the parcelling of
land. The principle which has estab-
lished the need for some such com-
pensation is self-explanatory.

All these principles are obviously
a result of a certain measure of com-
promise, made in the interest of a
realistic viewpoint and in the inter-
est of overcoming resistance on the

part of some oi the elements involved.
The indemnity principle is one of the
points of such compromise, This
principle, however, does not seem to
be especially dangerous under the
present circumstances, since the high
demand for agricultural produce will
probably continue for a long time to
come, and the beneficiaries of the land
parcelling will be amply able to pay
their installments and also raise the

living standard of the village. "
As a beginning, such a clearly for-

mulated system of land parcelling,
differing both from the landlord and
the kolkhoz systems, is an important
step forward in clarifying and solv-
ing the situation.

from "WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
December 19, 1943

LABOR DEMANDS

PARTICIPATION IN THE
PEACE CONFERENCE
The British tradc-umons, whose

membership this year has reached the
huge total of 7,700,000 (showing an
increase of almost 10 per cent over
that of last year), is fully aware of
its power and has demanded repre-
sentation at the future peace confer-
ence.  Griffith, the representative of
the British Labor Party, declared at
the C.1.0. Convention recently held
in the State of Maryland ("U.S.A)) :
“The voice of the workers must be
heard at the peace conference which
will determine the future world order
for many years to come.”

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
December 19, 1943



MONUMENTS LIVE IN WARSAW!

Perhaps not all monuments are
alive. Perhaps not everywhere. Per-
haps those of Berlin and Tokio are
no more than dead stone or bronze.
Perhaps even in London or 11l New
York they have no life. But the
monuments of Warsaw live.

They have come to life during the
war. In days of okLiio one in War-
saw could boast of having heard the
pulse-beat of the stony hearts, of hav-
ing read the thoughts on the marble
foreheads.

But today ! Who, does not remem-
ber how, in the winter of 1042, Coper-
nicus had at first calmly permitted
the Germans to cover the inscription,
“To Nicholas Copernicus—His Fel-
low Countrymen,” and substitute a
German inscription? But when, a
few days later, his fellow countrymen
removed the German inscription and
the furious Heilmans took revenge
upon a colleague of his, upon the
humble and brave shoemaker, Kilin-
ski, by taking him down from his
pedestal on Kilinski Square, Coper-
nicus became enraged. He ordered
that the winter be prolonged, and kept
the Germans freezing on the Eastern
Front late into April. Kilinski, on
his part, confined to the cellars of
the National Museum in Warsaw,
was overwhelmed with anger and
wrote upon its walls these words for
all to see: “People of \\ arsaw—1 am
here!”

Everyone remembers these things,
for the inscription long remained vis-
ible on the walls of his prison.

Anti the Soldier from Independence
Avenue, does he not betray truly hu-
man feelings? And the Pilot of the

Lublin  Uni@ Square, that stone
colossus, has lie not become a lover
of flowers during this war? The sea-

sons of the year can Dbe told by the
hunches of flowers awkwardly held in
his huge soldier’s hands, by the flow-
ers heaped between his widely spread
books.

The cruel October of this year has
brought new proof of the life of the
Warsaw monuments and has placed
them on the same plane with the in-
habitants of the capital, whom the
enemy destroys with bullets against
the house walls of Mokotow, Leszno
Street and Praga (Mokotow and
Praga are districts of Warsaw).

The murderers’ hands have reached
out for our monuments as well. They
have condemned to death the great
Pilot who stands on the Lublin Union
Square, carefully watching the north-
ern skies for brother-pilots from the
not-too-distant England, riding their
rapid Hurricanes. They have con-
demned to death the Soldier of In-
dependence Avenue, that faithful de-
fender of the capital. They have also
condemned the brave Bogustawski,
wdio stands on guard near the ruins
of the great Theatre in Warsaw.

Look at the gallowrs-scaffolding
which  surrounds our monuments!
Look higher, and you will see the
gaze of wrath and scorn in the great

eyes of bronze!

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
November 7, 1943



german brutality

All  German rulings designed to
stress the superiority of the German
nation result in nothing but an open
show of German bestiality. The
beast sits on a bench, spreads all
over it and leaves no room for any-
one else. He will not yield his seat
to a weaker person, he will not show
courtesy to anyone. As he sprawls
over his seat, he thinks with smug
contentment that his behavior is ir-
reproachable. Such are the German
beast’s manners.

Here is a Polish woman who is
vainly trying to board an overcrowd-
ed street-car. She has almost reached

the steps of the carriage, when a
beast in Nazi uniform shoves her
hack with his fist. She waits for the
second street-car. She will wait a

long time. In the meantime, a nearly
empty car with a red circle painted
on it rolls by. (For Germans only.)
One, then another. A German is
sprawling in it, looking down with
contempt at the crowds of Poles at

the stop, hhis is a daily occurrence
m \\ arsaw, at bus-stops, at railroad
stations, everywhere. ‘Lhis is simply
a system.

Recently the Reich Minister of
Communications has issued a new
ruling, once more demonstrating Ger-
man brutality. The Poles in the
Reach are no longer allowed to use
am means of communication without
a permit from the police authorities.
Not even the street-cars of Berlin!
Polish workers who have transporta-
tion permits may travel only in 3rd

class carriages, and are not allowed
to sit down before all Germans have
seats.

We will not easily forget this new
testimony of German degeneracy!

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
November 7, 1943

THE RESULTS OF THE
MOSCOW CONFERENCE

The long awaited communique 011
the results of the Moscow Conference
has finally Dbeen published on the
evening of November I1st.

(A long resume of the proceed-
ings at the Conference and a re-
print in full of its statements
are followed by the comment
below*.—Ed.)

lhe great importance of the de-
cisions of the Moscow Conference re-
sides in the fact that it puts an end

to all German speculations regarding
dissension among the Allies in the
matter of waging the war. After

this Conference every German will
realize the necessity of surrendei
within the shortest possible time, be-
cause surrender is inevitable. How-
ever, the political and national prob-
lems of post-war Europe have not

been solved. Poland must keep a
watchful eye and remember: nothing
about us is to be decided without us.

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
November 7, 1943

For us there remains but one axiom: as long as the Crerman occupation lasts, the acts
of murder will continue As long as one German remains on Polish soil, we can think only
of fighting the invader, of making certain that not a single Nazi murderer escapes full

rel rihution.

from WRN Robotnik w Walce

(WRN Worker in ihe Struggle)
November 7, 1943



LIFE

IN PRESENT-DAY CZECHOSLOVAKIA

(From our correspondent A. 7. in Prague)

i he Czechs live under conditions
completely different from ours, so dif-
ferent that they may seem almost un-
believable. This is due primarily to
the fact that the Czechs have not
suffered a military catastrophe, but
have lost their independence in a rel-
atively peaceful way. Their life is
undoubtedly hard and full of restric-
tions, but it is far from the night-
mare in which we are forced to live.

The Czechs know little of collec-
tive responsibility, mass man-hunts,
executions and concentration camps.
When they leave their homes, they
do not have to fear being caught in
a street round-up and never return-
ing to their homes and families. Nazi
terror has made itself felt in certain
social strata (including university
professors, persons prominently en-
gaged in anti-German activity and
families of emigrants), but that is
true of the Reich as well. A Czech
lias the right to sit near a German
11l a street-car, in the train, in the
movies and theatres. Street traffic is
not subject to curfew laws and con-
tinues throughout the day and night.
Only Poles, Jews and Gypsies are de-
prived of legal rights and may neither
work nor change their place of resi-
dence. These prohibitions are espe-
cially stringent for Jews, who are
today being liquidated in Czechoslo-
vakia as they are in our homeland.

The Czechs have been able to main-

tain some vestige of national inde-
pendence : they still have an unlim-
ited number of periodicals, and can

10

read their favorite newspaper today,
as they had before the war, although
this newspaper has been “re-aligned’
—Glcichschaltct—as has also the en-
tire German press in the Reich.
Everyone may have his radio set and
tune in German-controlled radio sta-
tions which broadcast Czech music,
Czech programs . . . and Nazi propa-
ganda. (Despite the local broadcasts,
people listen to the Czech broadcasts
from London.) Czech sport clubs
are allowed to hold matches, as they
did before the war, and a lover of
sports may attend his favorite match
every Sunday.
1

The Czechs, however, resist the
Nazis’ ideological propaganda. The
native “advocates of the New Order
in Europe” repeatedly appeal to the
“realism” and common sense of the
Czechs, which, according to them,
dictate acceptance of the idea of a
"Great Germany,” but they have not
gained any influence upon the masses.
Hatred against the German intruders
iIs constantly growing and pledges of
revenge are ever more outspoken.
But the Czechs do not have the same
sense of oppression as the Poles. The
reaction will certainly be weaker and
less radical. It must be expected that
the popular slogan among the Czechs
will be the same as that in the last
war—the expulsion of the Germans
beyond the Czech frontier.

Little can be said about Czech po-
litical life. There is no underground
press save that of the communists,
which appears at irregular intervals.



It may be said that the changes have
not been very profound as compared
with the pre-war situation. Nothing
iIs heard of new political currents. The
Republican Party, the so-called Party
of Agrarians, although deprived of its
leaders, who in 1938-1939 collaborated
with the then existing regime in re-
sponse to the threat of war, has main-

tained its influence. The Agrarians
and ihe Catholic Populist Party,
which is influential in central Mo-

ravia and also among the intellectual,
capitalist and industrialist circles, re-
sist the slogan of close friendship with
the Soviets. The Social Democrats
enjoy a great deal of influence, espe-
cially in the industrial areas (South-
ern Moravia). The National Social-
ists of the Benes party are not strong
numerically, but they are the party
nost affected by arrests and official
persecution and are outspokenly op-
posed to the enemy. Once they
strongly advocated war; today, how-
ever, their main political prfogram
urges close cooperation with Great
Britain and the Soviets. Because of
the great prestige enjoyed by Benes,

their influence 1is very great among
the wide masses. As for the Na-
tional Democrats (the Krainar

group), nothing is heard of them.

| he Czechs are prompted to favor
collaboration with Soviet Russia by
their "sense of realism,” which, ac-
cording to them, does not exclude vet

another possibility — closer relations
with Poland. All of the more intelli-
gent and politically-minded Czechs

are for close Polish-Czech collabora-
tion after the war. Nevertheless, they
consider that at present it may he
premature to discuss the details of

the union, federation or pact. On the
whole, despite their respect for Benes
and the government of Rev. Szramek,
as the highest moral representatives
of the nation and the Czech concept
of the state, many Czechs do not at-
tach very great practical importance
to the Czech-Soviet negotiations or
to the existence of the Czech-Soviet
Legion at the Eastern Front. I hey
feel that everything will be decided by

the people themselves, in their own
homeland, after the Germans are
ousted.

The present shift of public opinion
in our favor is beyond any doubt.
Sometimes resentment of the injus-
tice done to Czechoslovakia during
the “invasion,” in 1938, crops up, but
it rapidly fades away in the face of
the fact that we have been and still
are in the first lines of the fight
against the common enemy. In Prague
sympathy for us is so general that
a Pole can count on every passible
assistance and protection when need
arises. A fundamental change of at-
titude has taken place in Czechoslo-
vakia which will facilitate future Po-
lish-Czech collaboration. The ques-
tion of boundaries, which is not of
vital importance, must not be allowed
to become an obstacle to this collab-
oration. The people of Prague under-
stand that in the post-war organiza-
tion of Central Europe the dispute
about lands will no longer be able to
divide two nations which will derive
the greatest advantage from living
together in amity and peace.

from WRN Robotnik w Walce
(WRN Worker in the Struggle)
December 19, 1943
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