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Our publication is seriously concerned 
with the future of America. Because of 
this intense regard for the future of our 
country, we are vitally interested in the 
future of Poland as a democracy. We 
bring an outlook upon American prob
lems, as well as factual developments 
concerning the New Democratic Poland. 
W e trust this publication will help clarify 
the much discussed Polish issue, which is 
now a dangerous smokescreen behind 
which the foes of democracy have rallied 
to the detriment of our country. The 
bloody lesson now concluding in Europe 
teaches us that democracy is indivisible. 
America, and the world needs a demo
cratic Poland. New Poland will help safe
guard democracy universally. Unity of 
the three major nations around the at
tainable ideals of a durable peace, security 
and democracy, can only be preserved 
successfully by the sincere cooperation of 
all nations. We Americans of Polish de
scent want the unity of all the United 
Nations, led by the American-Anglo- 
Soviet coalition. This will guarantee V ic
tory, Peace and Security. United Nations 
cooperation, now and after the war, calls 
for continued unity of all citizens in 
America around our democratic principles 
in a way that will set an example for the 
world.

The small noisy opposition to progress 
(temporarily controlling the Polish press, 
and usurping the leadership of our fra
ternal organizations) falsifies the Polish 
question and does not speak for the vast 
majority of American Poles. Because of 
this small group, America is beginning to 
mistrust us citizens of Polish extraction. 
We are loyal workers, the soldiers in over
alls in the arsenal of democracy. Three 
hundred and fifty thousand of our brave 
kin in the army ,also good union mem
bers of the C .I.O ., A. F. of L. and 
Railroad Brotherhoods, are defending 
America against its greatest danger.

Poland, the third largest nation in Eu 
rope, is now a powerful force for peace, 
democracy and economic security, by vir
tue of following a Good Neighbor policy 
similar to America’s. The recent pact that 
Poland signed with her neighbor, the 
Soviet Union, is of historical importance 
and augurs well for the future peace of 
Poland and the world. Poland, freed from  
the chains of the past, will draw strength 
from America’s democracy, as well as 
from the progressive forces in Europe 
now liberated by the defeat of Nazism.

America still mourns the greatest 
statesman of the world, our late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. His was a living 
credo of deeds,—  of action. He was not 
one to forget that America, our govern
ment, was really 
W e the People.
President Roose
velt enjoyed the 
unbounded faith 
and confidence of 
the people be- 
couse of his belief 
and trust in the 
people. Because of 
him, America is 
the better in terms 
of human values, 
socially and eco
nomically. A n d  
more than that, 
the world is bet
ter for having had 
him in its sever
est crisis. Presi
dent Roosevelt was truly a Citizen of the 
World. By unifying the world in a Com
monwealth of Brotherhood against the 
evil forces of the Axis, he will live for
ever in the history of man. W e must re- 
dedicate ourselves to his ideals of "life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” and 
to the prevention of future wars.

President Roosevelt’s passing make his 
objectives stand out clearer, rousing the 
nation to a closer unity and determina

tion to achieve his noble ideals. This 
should be our tribute to his greatness.
Our loss is the world’s loss. But he would
not have us mourn and despair. He did 
his work well, our work now begins.

President Roose
velt would have 
us unite, more
than ever before, 
all the forces of 
A m e r i c a ,  and 
every section of 
the world to at
tain the humani
tarian goals to
which he dedi
cated and sacri
ficed his life.

He would have 
us unite around 
P re sid e n t T r u 
m a n  to  k eep  
America on the 
p ath  o f w o rld  
brotherhood that 

he charted— the path that leads to victory, 
freedom and security for America and 
all nations. Let us give full and united
support to President Truman to fulfill
President Roosevelt’s wish. This will be 
a fitting memorial to the Commander-in- 
Chief, who gave the fullest measure of 
devotion to make all the people of the 
world free, from every form of servitude, 
and oppression, and who fell in the battle 
for the rights of the common man.
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SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE MAPS 
1945 PLAN OF ACTION
Delegates Representing Unions in Nation’s W ar Industries Hear 
N oted  S p e a k e rs , R e ce ive  Greetings from Poland and Am eiica

Saddened by the death of a great friend 
of labor and of Poland, delegates to the 
Second National Conference of the 
American Polish Labor Council, meeting 
at the Hamilton Hotel in Washington,
D. C., on April 12 and 13, dedicated 
themselves anew to the objectives of 
peace, security and justice which the de
parted Chief had helped to formulate at 
Yalta and which he had hoped to cham
pion in person at San Francisco.

Accredited by the leading trade unions 
with a large membership of Polish ex
traction, the delegates spoke for hundreds 
of thousands of workers in America’s 
greatest war plants, where the tools for 
the destruction of fascism are fashioned.

Hie Conference tackled the problems 
before it vigorously, drafted a plan of 
action for 1945 and began at once to put 
it nto effect. The program was drafted 
by the Organizational Committee, of 
which Brother Zygmunt Chmielewski of 
the United Auto Workers, Detroit, was 
chairman, and was adopted unanimously.

PROGRAM DRAFTED ■ ■ ■
The action program wi'l center on 

combating the well-financed propaganda 
of those who are trying to draw Ameri
cans of Polish descent into an alliance 
with American reaction and into opposi
tion to the Roosevelt-Truman war and 
peace aims.

N ational headquarters w ill serve as a 
center, providing m aterials and speakers 
and organizing additional trade union 
bodies. Mass m eetings, local conferences 
and radio program s are to  be held. N eigh
borhoods and shops will be canvassed. 
E ach  local C ouncil w ill establish a 
speakers’ bureau. Local delegations w ill 
present the feelings o f A m erican Polish 
labor to  Congressm en and Senators. A nd 
the cooperation o f other A m erican Polish 
organizations w ill be sought in carry ing 
ou t this program .

Local Councils, moreover, will cooper
ate W i t h  local trade union committees on 
matters of broader concern to labor, and 
they wil act as a liaison group between 
local unions and the International Labor 
Council in relation to Polish problems.

The at cion program for 1945 then de
fines the procedure by which local Coun
cils art chartered and the financial rela
tions between local groups and national 
headquarters. Full information about or

ganizing a local Council may be obtained 
from the American Polish Labor Council, 
T44 Bleecker St., New York, N . Y .

■  ■  ■
Brother Albert Krzywonos gave a com

prehensive report on the activities of the 
American Polish Labor Council for the 
past year. A highlight of the report con
cerned the active part the Council played 
in rallying the workers of Polish extrac
tion around the late President Roosevelt’s 
program. Despite a huge barrage of divi- 
sionist propaganda, 86 per cent of the 
Polish vote was cast in favor of the Presi
dent. The text of the report will be 
mailed to delegates.

Another outstanding report was that 
of Brother William Gebert on the Bretton 
Woods Conference. Because of the excel
lent explanatory material it contains, the 
report is to be sent to each delegate so 
that discussions may be held in local 
Councils on the Bretton Woods proposals, 
which hold real importance to the future 
Councils on the Bretton Woods proposals, 
of America.

CO N FEREN CE SPEAKERS M ■ ■
The keynote address of Brother Leo 

Krzycki, President of the National E xec
utive Board, is summarized elsewhere in 
this issue.

Senator George D. Aiken of Vermont 
was the guest speaker at the luncheon 
meeting of the Conference. Fie welcomed 
the Conference, representative as it was 
of the labor movement, as a contribution 
toward the clarification of the Polish issue 
on the basis of facts and reason. The best 
interests of Poland, declared the Senator, 
can be served by striving to serve the 
democratic needs of America. The Yalta  
agreement, be continued, will secure for 
"Poland chose guarantees that labor wishes 
for Poland. Senator Aiken went on to say 
that he and his senatorial colleagues are 
■'nterested in preserving American democ
racy by insuring the development of de
mocracy in all liberated nations. Narrow  
partisan pressure on the Senate, he pointed 
out, hamper the efforts of this body to 
arrive at legislative decisions in the inter
ests of America and of the world.

Professor Ignace Złotowski of Ohio 
State University gave a brilliant presenta
tion of the problems confronting Poland 
in the past and of the opportunities for 
happiness and prosperity that now lie be
fore the Polish people.

"Interna'lonal cooperation and under
standing are possible only among nations 
free from fear and free from wantj”. said 
Professor Złotowski. "Thus, a durable 
peace depends primarily on economic and 
military factors providing security 
against misety at home and against ag
gression front abroad. . . . The people of 
Poland are determined to carry through 
a political, economic and social program 
that will assure the establishment of a 
truly democratic Polish state.”

Professor Złotowski was enthusiastic in 
his report on the agrarian reform. Then 
he showed ho v the German army, even 
in defeat, destroyed each city and produc
tion center in Poland as it retreated, so as 
to weaken the nation. The Red Army, by 
contrast, followed the strategy of en
circlement as 11 advanced, so as to spare 
the wealth of Poland.

"T h at is why the destruction of W ar
saw,” he continued, "as a result of a pre
mature uprising directed from London 
and not cordinated with the Red Army  
meant not only to sacrifice over two hun
dred thousand Polish patriots but to play 
into Hitler’s hands by depi iving liberated 
Poland of one of the most important 
cities in the rebuilding of Poland’s eco
nomic and political life.”

The people of Poland,' said Professor 
Złotowski, are fully aware of their 
strength and of their responsibilities. 
They know there cannot be a truly demo
cratic regime in Poland without coopera
tion with all the world democracies, and 
especially with Poland’s Slav neighbors, 
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union. 
And they realize also that there cannot 
be lasting peace in Europe unless there is 
a truly democratic regime in Poland. The 
Poland of the future will be "neither an 
empire nor a satellite of any other coun
try, but an equal member of the great 
family of free European nations.”

■  ■  ■
In a message to the Conference, Pro

fessor J . Neyman of the University of 
California summarized his views as fol
lows:

■  W h atev er th e  p olitical labels o f  
the p artieu la . individuals, all the  
p artisan s o f  the P olish  G overnm ent*
n -E x ile  in L on d o n  a c t, know ingly o r  

n o t, as p ro p o n en ts o f  a m in u te  b nt 
p ow erful g ro u p  with feu d al tra d i
tions.
■  This g ro u p  h as a d eplorab le re c 
o rd  and its re tu rn  to  p ow er in P o 
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land  is m o st u nd esirale  to  th e  co m 
m on Polish p eople an d  m ig h t cause  
serious local and even in tern atio n al 
tro u b le .
B  In the circu m statjces, all efforts  

i should be m ad e fo r  th e  W arsaw  
Provisional G overnm ent obtaining  
both  the recogn ition  o f  this co u n try  
and generous h elp .
■  T h e present record  o f  the W a r
saw Provisional G overnm ent, esp e
cially  as reg ard s to ag ra ria n  re fo rm , 
is e xcellen t.

A summary of speeches delivered by 
Professor Oscar Lange and Professor W . 
Szymanowski will be included 11. the next 
issue of T he O utlook.

GREETING’S FROM  
OSUBKA-MORAWSKI

Greetings to the Conference flowed n 
from near and far. From Prime Minister 
Osubka-Morawski of the Warsaw Provi
sional Government came these spirited 
words:

"I  send you most ardent greetings on 
behalf of my country, which, thanks to 
the victories of the anti-Tlitlerite coali
tion over fascism, and above all, thanks 
to the courage of the heroic Red Army, 
is now liberated from the German in
vaders. *

"In  that battle for freedom an impor
tant part was played by the Polish soldier 
who shared in the sacrifice of the Allied 
struggle, fighing arm to arm with the 
Red Arm y men against the common foe.

"W e are building a democratic Poland 
which will be a mother to all men of toil, 
which will assure the flowering of our 
best Polish cultural traditions. W e are 
building a Poland wlvch will remain 
faithful to all democratic states, an im
placable enemy of Fascism and German 
aggression. A Poland forever linked by 
ties of friendship with other Slav nations 
will keep guard over peace and freedom 
in Europe.”

FRATERNAL UNION GREETINGS
From chc Provisional Central Commit

tee of Polish Trade Unionists came this 
message, signed by Chairman Witaszewski 
and Secretary Dolinski;

"O n behalf pf half million trade union 
members in Poland, organized in central 
trade union commissions, we send our 
fraternal greetings to the Polish American 
trade union conference. We express our 
hope that your decisions will exert influ
ence on matter of consolidating all demo
cratic forces around the sole legal power 
in Poland —  the Polish Provisional Gov
ernment. *’

:!• =1

Other greetings were read from friends 
of the League of Kosciuszko in Rochester, 
from the Milwaukee American PoLsh 
Labor Council and others. The noted 
artiot, Arthur Szyk, voiced his confidence

that "Poland shall be governed, not by a 
President 'responsible before God and his
tory,’ but by the legal Polish Government 
on Pojish soil, responsible before the 
people of Poland,” and he plead for im
mediate help to "ruined and bleeding 
Poland.”

The Conference authorized a letter to 
Congressmen and Senators, pledging the 
support of American trade unionists of 
Polish extraction to the objectives of 
Yalta and San Francisco and exposing the 
propaganda devices of reactionaries pre
tending to speak in the name of Poland.

SUMMARY OF RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions were adopted on vital issues 

confronting American Polish trade union
ists. These may be summarized as follows:

t  Supporting the late President Roose
velt’s achievement at the Crimea Confer
ence as guaranteeing the freedom and in
dependence of the Polish nation, and 
pledging fullest support to the American 
delegation at San Francisco.

•  Expressing to the Department of State 
the hope that a delegation representing 
the new democratic Poland will be seated 
at San Francisco.

•  Condemning the drvisionist and harm
ful activities of Charles Rozmarek and 
other leaders of the Polish American Con
gress; Ignacy Matuszewski, leader of the 
K N A PP; anti-administration Congress-

, men, especially Representative O ’Konski 
of Vi isconsin; and the anti-admin'stration 
Polish press, such as Nowy Swiat, Dzien- 
nik Polski and Dzienn.k Zwiazkowy.

•  Welcoming the aid given to Poland by 
U N R R A , the American Red Cross, the 
Federation of Poli ih Jews and by private 
agencies using the facilities provided by 
Russian W ar Relief, expressing concern 
over the hesitation of Polish W ar Relief, 
Inc., to give fullest aid to the suffering 
Polish people, and expressing satisfaction 
over the steps taken by U N R R A  to assure 
greater and more immediate aid.

t  Commending the sound labor leadership 
of Philip Murray and Sidney Hillman.

t  Condemning racial, national or religious 
discrimination and supporting the Fair 
Employment Practices Committee.

t  Support'ng the World Trade Union 
Federaion initiated in London and urging 
its support by all American trade unions. 
Welcoming and supporting the Adminis
trative Committee in conference at 
Washington.

t  Supporting the Full Employment A ct 
of 1945 (S. 3 8 0 ).

•  Welcoming the A ct of ChaDultepec as 
creating the foundation for good neigh
bor relations between all American re
publics.

COMM ITTEES AT SECOND 
NATIONAL CO N FER EN C E
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
V incent K le in , C hairm an; U nited Auto 

W orkers international representative.
Steve Lesniew ski, U nited Steel W orkers.
Stanley GraLbe, United E lectrica l, R adio & 

M achine W orkers.
Sigmund Bednarski, New Jersey  Chairman, 

A m erican P olish  Labor Council.
Edward Cook, Cleveland Indu strial Council, 

CIO.
Anthony Cnrylo, Bakery & Confectionery 

W orkers Local, 3, A FL.
E . Jasin ski, Secretary, U nited  Office and P ro 

fessional W orkers Local 24.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Josep h Pyzik. C h airm an ; Amalgam ated 

Clothing W orkers.
V ictor B losw ick, Transport W orkers U nion.
Jam es C ichocki, U nited Auto W orkers.
H arry K ujtkow ski, W estern D istrict, P olon ia 

Society.
Josep h Janusz, Secretary ; Cooks, Counler-
i m en & Cafe Em ployees, A FL.

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Fran k  Sitek, C hairm an; U nited P ack ing

house W orkers.
Clara W asilew ska, U nited  Auto W orkers.
Mathew V aniel, Secretary ; Polisli-A m erican 

Civic League.

ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE
Sigmund Clim ielew ski, C hairm an ; United 

Auto W orkers.
Zigmund W lodarczyk, U nited Packinghouse 

W orkers.
Josep h Zat 1, U nited E lectrica l, Radio & 

M achine W orkers.
Jo h n  Zarem ba, U nited Auto W orkers.
Anthony Napiorkow ski, Polisli-A m erican 

Civic League.
Stanley W isniew ski, Amalgam ated Clothing 

W orkers.
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AMERICAN POLISH LABOR 
FACES HISTORIC FACTS
Summary of Keynote Address by President of 
American Polish Labor Council at Second National Conference

BY LEO KRZYCKI

"Standing behind our President, expos
ing reactionary forces and their propa
ganda, organizing masses of our fellow- 
citizens of Polish descent, giving whole
hearted help to New Poland —  we are 
fighting a great battle for America, for 
her future, for the welfare of her people.” 
—  In these inspiring words, President Leo 
Krzyki summarized the program of the 
American-Polish Labor Council, repre
senting 600,000 American workers of 
Polish descent.

The fight against Nazi Germany is; 
reaching its final stage. The end of the 
war in Europe is in sight. American labor 
as well as the labor of all Allied countries 
brought its splendid contribution to the 
victorious conclusion of this war. W ith  
pride, in high spirit, we can say that this 
victory is ours, that it is a result of our 
efforts, our sweat and our hardships.

But the destruction of Nazi Germany 
does not mean the end of our task. We are 
only in the middle of a long and difficult 
road which leads our generation and 
generations to come to a durable and just 
peace, to that universal security which 
will create an unshaken foundation for 
the future progress of all nations, of all 
humanity. How to build this peace —  this 
question still remains open.

One thing is certain: durable and just 
p€ace cannot be built without the partici
pation of labor.

If we neglect our part in the shaping 
of the peace and of the new order born 
from it, other forces will impose upon us 
their selfish peace which will be a prelude 
to a new war, to new destruction and 
destitution, to a new fascism.

The Yalta conference was the most 
important milestone along the difficult 
road which leads us to victory and peace.

The solidarity of the main Allied 
powers has been confirmed and —  what 
is more essential —  has been strengthened.

W e, American-Polish organized labor, 
stand behind this great vision and this 
great opportunity for mankind created by 
the T H R E E  G R EA T  STATESM EN OF 
Y A L T A . We see in it the beginning of a 
new period in the history of our own 
country and of all humanity.

A number of other important mile
stones have preceded the Crimea confer
ence. The paving of the path was begun

in Moscow and in Teheran.
The next milestones were meetings in 

Bretton Woods and Dumbarton Oaks.
All those international meetings paved 

the way for the forthcoming San Fran
cisco conference. We hope —  the repre
sentatives of etll the United Nations will 
assist at this historic conference. It would 
be a terrible blow against the cause of 
the peace if Poland —  heroic Poland, Po
land who for more than five years of 
unspeakable agony resisted the cruel rule 
of Nazi invaders —  if that new, Demo
cratic Poland were not represented in San 
Francisco.

The Crimea conference has proved 
once again that there is no really essential 
issue that divides the members of the 
Anglo-Soviet-American coalition.

The San Francisco conference will lay 
the foundations for the post-war unity 
of the United Nations, it will establish a 
broad scheme for the fruitful functioning 
of the world security system. In this 
country the majority of the nation is be
hind it. We, American-Polish labor, are 
giving our full support to this important 
meeting.

But there is a minority consolidated 
against it. We know who those people are 
who do not accept the Yalta conference 
and who are making every effort to 
jeopardize the San Francisco meeting.

They are the same reactionary forces 
which persistently work against our Presi
dent, which persistently oppose the policy' 
based on the idea of international colla
boration, which advocate isolationism, 
which undermine all progressive measures 
in American life, which sabotage Henry 
Wallace’s great plan of 60 million post
war jobs for Americans, which are will
ing to find "nice people” among German 
industrialists. One of the instruments 
used by these forces is that of encourag
ing reactionary and fascist elements 
within the nationality groups. The Polish 
question is specifically significant in this 
respect.

Our reactionary cliques made an alli
ance with a gang of Polish reactionary 
politicians who found refuge in this coun
try. We must call attention to the fact 
that there is here, in the United States, 
an element enjoying all the benefits of 
democracy but attempting to destroy this 
democracy, these ideals for which our 
boys are shedding their blood in Europe 
and in Asia. This element —  a group of 
former dignitaries of the Piłsudski regime 
—  became good friends and associates of 
the worst native haters of Roosevelt and 
of his policy. The aims of both are the 
same: to undermine that solidarity of the 
United Nations upon which victory and 
peace are resting.

Polish reactionaries share with their 
American friends the belief in a war be
tween Russia and her Western Allies and 
they are very busy preparing people’s 
minds to accept the thought of the immi
nence of such a war and thus speeding its 
outbreak.

This reactionary coalition in its un
bridled drive to scuttle the establishment 
of a world organization at San Francisco 
is setting the stage for economic chaos 
and insecurity in America.

Failure to create a world organization 
will affect the lives of all Americans —  
industry, business, farmers, workers 
would pay a bitter price for many years 
to come if these reactionary forces suc
ceeded in their nefarious scheme to wreck 
international cooperation and understand
ing.

As Americans who owe allegiance first 
and above all to the United States of 
America we must neither ignore nor neg
lect the menace which originates from  
this action. It is a great plot, a great con
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spiracy directed againit inter-Allied soli
darity, against this new Poland that is in 
the making, against the Crimea declara
tion, against San Francisco and —  first of 
all —  against America.

The reactionary Poles know that their 
position in Poland becomes weaker and 
weaker, more and more hopeless. In spite 
of all difficulties and obstacles the posi
tion of the Polish Provisional Government 
is growing stronger daily. The agrarian 
reform —  the cornerstone for the New  
Poland —  is successfully being carried 
out, the army, the state apparatus, the 
administration are being orgamzed, the 
rumed economy restored, the cultural life 
rebuilt. There is no civil war in Poland. 
There will be no civil war in Poland, and 
there will be no place in Poland for the 
Ciechanowskis and Matuszewskis.

Polish reaction defeated in Poland, 
found that its last resources rested in 
American reaction. The coalition of reac
tionary Poles and reactionary Americans 
would be happy to have Polish-Americans 
belong to the same category. Polish reac
tion defeated at home hopes to take its 
revenge by winning the souls of Polish 
Americans.

Now the question is' —  what do these 
Polish-Americans stand for? Do they 
blindly follow the line laid down by the 
Rozmareks, O ’Konskis and Matuszewskis? 
Was Rozmarek right when he said that 
"the Hearst press has earned the plaudits 
of 6 ,000,000 Americans of Polish de
scent?”

I do not think so, and you do not think 
so, and we all have very strong reasons 
not to believe so. The Rozmareks are 
merely trying to terrorize American pub
lic opinion with these enormous figures of 
6 ,000 ,000  Polish Americans unanimously 
applauding ^  dliam Randolph Hearst. 
These 6 ,000,000 Polish-Americans are a 
fiction, a legend, a fairy tale. I am not 
going to discuss statistics but, as we all 
know, there are no 6 ,000 ,000  people of 
Polish descent in the United States. Put 
let’s not speak about statistics. O f much 
greater importance is the fact that a rela
tively small group of Polish Americans 
can be considered as blindly and without 
any hesitation following Mr. Rozmarek 
and colonel Matuszewski. The best proof 
has been given in November 1944. 80 to 
90%  of Polish-Americans voted for 
Roose v el testifying again that they owe 
alleg ance first and above all to the 
United States of America. And now, in 
spite of the rabid anti-Roosevelt propa
ganda in "N ow y Swiat” and "Dzienmk 
Polski,” an average American of Polish 
extraction stands behind our President 
and his policy.

But this average American of Polish 
extraction remains under a constant fire 
of reactionary propaganda. Naturally, 
this Polish Americamdoes not want a new

war. But gradually, step by step, he be • 
comes involved in the action which advo
cates this war as imminent, redeeming 
wrongs and morally justified. Thus he be
comes a tool in the hands of a powerful 
coalition of reactionary forces in America.

Our conference is the best proof that 
a very large part of Polish-American 
workers organized in trade-unions is op
posing these reactionary attempts. We 
must strengthen our organization by cre
ating out of it a powerful nucleus rally
ing all who see the common danger con
fronting us. The cooperation of certain 
groups of intellectuals seems to me of 
great value for our work.

We will defeat this menace by standing 
firmly behind our President, by support
ing the policy of alta and San Francisco, 
by increasing our efforts in war industry, 
by producing more machines, more tools, 
more weapons, by buying more W ar 
Bonds. We must make i : clear that the 
unity of the United Nations m war and 
in peace has to be maintained and will be 
maintained in spite of all disruptive 
efforts abroad and at home. We must 
expose and smash all opposition causing 
disunity and encouraging the activities of 
the friends of Hitler disguised as alleged 
defenders of Poland.

We must smash the enemies of peace 
by giving our support to this New Poland 
restored to her freedom and independence. 
Our great objective must be to organize 
relief for Poland. W e must do our utmost 
to help thkjpeople of Poland to stay on 
their feet. We desire that they have what 
we have.

We must fight back the danger of re
action, of disunity, the treacherous con
spiracy. And we are calling again and 
again upon all Americans to join us in 
this sacred fight. We are struggling for 
America, for her democratic institutions, 
for peace and security throughout the 
world.

LETTER  from FRISCO
Our observer at the San Francisco Con

ference, Brother Leo Krzycki, sent the 
following message:

"A  serious effort is bring made by 
most of the international delegates to 
create an organization that will mamtain 
peace and security for all nations. Man’s 
dream of universal peace, and the brother
hood of man, is brought to a closer 
realization by this conference. An ef
fective world security organization will 
be established for the first time in man’s 
history.

"G reat interest is shown by the dele
gate*, and the press, alike about the Polish 

¿situation. I told those who sought my 
opinions, that from present information 
from Poland we can judge objectively.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
K R Z Y C K I ’S T A L K :
•  I f  we neglect our part in the 
shaping of the peace and the 
new order born from  it, other 
forces w ill im pose upon us their 
Selfish peace which w ill he a 
prelude to a new war, to new 
destruction and destitution, to a 
new fascism.
•  T h e Y alta  Conference was the 
most im portant m ilestone along 
the difficult road w hich leads us 
to victory7 and peace.
•  R eactionary coalition in its 

unbrid led  drive to scuttle the 
establishm ent of a world organi
zation at San Francisco is,setting 
the stage for econom ic chaos 
and insecurity in Am erica.
•  Failu re to create a world or
ganization w ilt effect the lives of 
all Americans.
•  R eactionary Poles know that 
th e ir position in Poland b e
comes weaker . . . and more 
hopeless. T here w ill be no civil 
war in Poland.
•  W e must fight back  the dan
ger of reaction, of disunity7. We 
are calling upon all Americans 
to jo in  in this sacred fight.

Poland today has developed a fully func
tioning democratic government. It has 
made remarkable strides in the cultural, 
economic, and social rehabilitation of 
Poland. It has the support of the Polish 
population. There will be no civil war. 
The fact that outstanding Polish priests, 
such as Arch-Bishop Sapieha, Monsignor 
Kruszyński, Bishop Jasiński, and others, 
identify themselves with the W arsaw 
Government is further proof that the 
Government is a representative one. The 
Polish Deople reach out their hand in 
friendship to the United Nat.ons by ask
ing to be represented by a Warsaw dele
gation at San Francisco. W e welcome this 
gesture from our Polish kinsmen, and be
lieve they ought to De permitted to have 
representation, since the broadened Pro
visional Government is not formed yet. 
A democratic Poland is the key to a 
democratic post-war Europe. The pres
ence of a delegation from Poland is proper, 
and indispensable, for the complete suc
cess of the conference.

"The London group tried to render 
the new world organization ineffective by 
its memorandum, but they won’t succeed. 
Everyone here believes that the London  
group is living on borrow ed time.

"San Francisco has seen the sunset of 
Nazism. The world faces the future with 
confidence.”
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THE REBIRTH OF 
TRADE UNIONS IN POLAND
How Provisional Committee Has Organized Half 
Million W orkers in Liberated Nation

BY DR. ALEXANDER HERTZ

On November 20, 1944, a conference 
of the representatives of trade unions 
from liberated territories of Poland was 
held in Lublin. ThC'conference revealed 
that regenerated trade unions have united 
in their ranks over one hundred thousand 
workers in the part of Poland which at 
that time had been liberated from the 
Nazi yoke. The conference also took into 
consideration the desires expressed by di 
trict and local unions to create a national 
organization aiming to centialize the new 
trade union movement of the Polish 
workers. Consequently, the Lublin con
ference adopted a resolution creating the 
Central Provisional Polish Trade Union 
Gomn it tee.

In  its declaration, the C en tral P rovi
sional Trade U nion C om m ittee pro
claimed th at it  w ill con tin ue, the tradi 
tion o f a free, independent union m ove
m ent o f Polish labor on the p latfo rm  of 
struggle fo r dem ocracy, social ju stice, 
and im provem ent of liv ing conditions fo r 
labor. T h e  C en tral Provisional C om m ittee 
also called upon all Polish workers to 
unite in free and independent trade 
unions.

Thus on November 20, 1944, a tre
mendous step was taken toward the re
birth and unit y of the Polish labor move
ment. W e must bear in mind that the 
German occupation completely destroyed 
all forms of organized activity by Polish 
labor. Many labor leaders were executed, 
many others perished in concentration 
camps and in prisons. Relatively little of 
the old leadership survived. But the Nazi 
rulers of Poland were unable to destroy the 
spirit which animated Polish labor during 
five years of incredible hardships. The

Polish workers, immediately after their 
liberation, realized the necessity of build
ing a strong trade union organization.

A t the Lublin conference, more than 
one hundred thousand workers were rep
resented. This figure may not seem im- 
] iressive, but at that time only the less 
industrialized proa inces of Poland had 
been liberated. A fter the liberation of the 
highly industrialized districts, the num
ber of workers organized increased con
siderably. On February 18, 1945, a report 
from the great textile center of Lodz 
says that the "trade unions in the Lodz 
district and in Lodz are now registering 
about 100,000 members.’-4 That was al
most immediately after the liberation of 
Lodz.

According to recent reports, the mem
bership organized in the Central Provi
sional Trade Union Committee now sur
passes 500,000. This mark has been 
achieved in the face of the industrial 
under-development of Poland and the 
shortness of time since liberation, and in 
spite of tremendous losses suffered by 
Polish labor during the occupation and 
as a result of the deportation by terror 
of large numbers of workers, skilled and 
otherwise, to work in German factories. 
Under these circumstances, we must 
admit that the figure of half a million 
organized Polish workers is very inspiring 
and indicates the magnitude of the job 
which already has been done in Poland.

The regenerated Polish trade unions 
represent various branches of the econ
omy. Miners and railroad, steel and textile 
workers constitute the core of Poland’s 
organized labor movement. Almost im
mediately after the liberation of the

Silesia and D om biow a coal regions, a 
pow erful m ine w orkers’ union was o r
ganized. T h is union, as w ell as its sister 
organizations, play a \ery im p ortant part 
in the jo b  o f the econom ic reconstru c
tion and rehabilitation o f Poland U nion 
representatives are very active in the 
managem ent o f mines and plants. M any 
reports fro m  Poland emphasize, as well 
the trend tow ard organization among 
"w h ite  collar” workers.

T he resolution adopted by the Lublin  
conference calls upon all workers to  unite 
in free and independent trade unions. T h e  
lack  o f u n ity  was one o f the m ain causes 
o f the weakness o f Polish labor before 
the war. V ery o ften  it was a d irect result 
o f the provocative policy undertaken by 
the governm ent. T he form er rulers o f 
Poland tried to  weaken the solidarity o f 
the Polish w orkers by spreading the seeds 
o f disunity am ong them . In  spite o f these 
police m ethods by the pre-w ar govern
m ent, the Polish w orkers were always 
aware th at spins ir their ranks were the 
m ain obstacle on the w ay to  progress.

B u t un ity  o f the labor m ovem ent had 
been achieved only a fter liberation from  
N azi rule. A t  present, the C en tral P ro 
visional T rad e U nion  C om m ittee em 
braces all labo1” unions, unified, as they 
are, in their com m on aims and common 
organization. T he situation form erly  ex
isting, when the same branch o f industry 
was represented by six or seven different 
unions, now  belongs to  history.

The Polish unions, led by the reborn 
C entral Trade U nion  C om m ittee, cem ent 
the w orking masses o f liberated Poland. 
T h ey  te stify  th at Polish labor is building 
a new , a dem ocratic and a progressive 
Poland.

M ay 2, 1945
C o rd e ll H u ll, Secre ta ry of State Emeritus 
N aval Hosp ita l.Bethseda, M d.

W e , the executive board of the Am erican  Polish Labor Council, sincerely ap 
preciate your attitude and position regarding the unfortunate seating of the A rgen
tina delegates at the San Francisco Security Conference .

Your position and statem ent w ill help retain the confidence of our South A m eri
can Brothers. O rganized labor here in A m erica , and throughout the w orld , find en
couragement and hope in your forthright stand upholding the international po licy 
of our late President Roosevelt.

A M E R IC A N  P O L IS H  LA B O R  C O U N C IL
E. Jasinski, Executive D irecto r, *
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NEW POLAND CEMENTS FRIENDSHIP
WITH SOVIET UNION BY PROF. IG N A CE ZŁOTOW SKI

Mutual Assistance Treaty Points W ay to Security, 
P r o s p e r i t y  an d  I n d e p e n d e n c e  of  N a t i o n

The battle foi the liberation of Europe 
is over. The heroic soldiers of the Red 
Army, supported by Polish Arm y units, 
have battled their way through the ruins 
of the once great capital of the Third 
Reich. Germany, the nest of fascist 
tyranny in Europe, has been deprived of 
the strongholds of its military power to 
the Russians and the Poles in the East 
and to the British and the Americans in 
the West. As a result of the common 
eifort of all the United Nations, big as 
well as small, and at the price of millions 
of human lives in the peace-loving coun 
tries in the vorld, the Nazi pest is about 
to be erased forever fiom  the surface of 
the earth.

Y et the history of the last 25 years 
tells us that it is not enough to disarm 
the German soldiers and to liquidate the 
German military machine to assure last
ing peace in Europe. To achieve this 
sacred goal it is imperative to prevent 
the Germans from exploiting the even ■ 
tual political or economic differences be
tween their neighbors. For it is safe to 
say that the revival of German power 
after the last war was deliberately pro
moted by the makers of foreign policy in 
other European countries in a vain hope 
of seeing that power fight the Soviet 
Union at an appropriate moment.

Thus, knowing that Germany was as- 
tually the only possible aggressor Poland 
had to consider, the masters of Polish 
foreign policy nevertheless turned upon 
Poland’s natural friendly neighbors: 
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union. For 
twenty long years all Polish governments 
played this blundering game, paving the 
way toward the bloodisst conflict in Eu 
rope’s history.

"I t  would be inconceivable, it would 
indeed be sacrilegious,” wrote President 
Roosevelt in one of his last messages to  
Congress, “if . . . the world did not at
tain some real lasting good out of all 
these efforts and sufferings and bloodshed 
and death.” The historic junction be
tween the Anglo American and the Soviet 
forces in the very heart of Nazidom did 
actually seal the fate of Nazi Germany. 
But what is even more important, the 
link-up at Torgau has also sealed the 
friendship between the Allied armies by 
destroying once and for all the artificial 
barrier budt up between the West and 
the East of Europe. The handshake on a

broken bridge over the Elbe river made 
ït sure that both the soldier from Stalin
grad and the doughboy from the Middle 
West meant real business when they 
started their long trips from two points 
separated by 2,500 miles of land and 
over 3,000 miles of sea. April 25, 1945, 
will rema n for many generations to come 
to a shining symbol of the beginning of 
a new era of international co-operation in 
Europe The cherished dreams of Polish 
reactionaires of using Poland as a water
tight barn^d separating the Soviet Union 
from the rest of Europe have been ended.

SIKORSKI'S FORESIGHT
It was a happy coincidence that on the 

very eve of that historic event, far away 
in Moscow a diplomatic act of even 
greater histuric significance has been 
signed to serve the best interests of Eu 
rope: the treat of friendship, mutual as
sistance and postwar co-operation be
tween Poland and the Soviet Union. The 
Soviet Government signed a similar 
treaty in 1941 with the late General Si
korski. It seemed then that the anti- 
Soviet policy of the Sanacja leaders fol
lowing the pro Nazi trend of Colonel 
Beck’s diplomacy had been put to an end.

"I  wish to share w-th you, Mr. Premier, 
my deep conviction,” wrote General Si
korski to Premier Stalin on the day of the 
first anniversary of the 1941 agreement, 
"th at our treaty constitutes a solid foun
dation of friendly Polish-Soviet relations 
and that it will contribute to the victory  
of the principles of international justice 
over the forces of oppression and 'awless- 
ness.”

But the pro-fascst elements within the 
Government-in-Exile in London immedi
ately started a concentrated attack aimed 
at destroying General Sikorski’s patriotic 
and realistic policy. The untimely death 
of that great Polish statesman was a sig
nal for all Polish pro-fascists, both in 
occupied Poland and abroad, to restore 
the disastrous policy that resulted in Po
land’s enslavement i”1 1939 after 26 days 
of leroic fighting. The climax of that 
reckless conduct of our reactionaires was 
marked by the rupture on the part of the 
Soviet Union of all diplomatic relations 
with the émigré government in London.

NEW POLISH PO LICY
B u t as soon as Poland had regained her 

freedom , the Provisional G overnm ent in

W arsaw , representing the ch ief Polish 
dem ocratic political parties, started a new 
trend in PoLsh foreign policy. In  the 
clearly defined national interest, the P ro 
visional G overnm ent broke w ith  the old 
anti-Soviet attitu d e o f all prew ar Polish 
Governm ents and established instead a 
friendly basis fo r  close m ilitary  as well 
as econom ic co-operation w ith  the Soviet 
U nion. In  order to assure a prosperous 
fu tu re  to m illions o f Poles and to  pre
vent fu tu re  Lloodshed in Europe, it  is 
indeed im perative to  cem ent friendship 
and u n ity  between the Soviet U nion, the 
ch ief m ilitary  power on the con tin ent, 
and Poland, the natural spiingboard fo r 
the traditional "D ra n g  nach O sten” of 
G erm an imperialism.

“ A fte r the term in atio n  o f the  
p resen t w ar with G erm an y ,”  reads 
A rticle  3  o f  the tre a ty , “ [both  parties  
will use] . . .  all m easu res at th eir  
disposal in  o rd er to  e lim in ate  every  
th re a t o f  a rep etitio n  o f  aggression  
on th e  p a rt  o f  G erm any o r  any o th er  
state  w hich would u n ite  w ith G er
m an y  d irectly  o r  in any o th e r fo rm .”

M oreover, “ in  th e  pvent th a t one of 
the [co u n tries] in the p ostw ar p eriod  
finds itself involved in  hostilities  
with a G erm any w hich should re 
sum e h e r aggressive p olicy , o r  with 
som e o th er state  w hich should  unite  
with G erm an y d irectly  o r  in any  
o th er fo rm  in  such w ar, th e  o th er  
[co u n try ] will im m ed iately  re n d er  
. . . m ilitary  o r  o th e r assistance and  
su p p ort by every m ean s a t  its dis
p o sal.”

F in ally  th e  provisions o f  the treaty  
hind the govern m en ts n ot to  co n 
clude w ithout m u tu al con sent a 
p eace  treaty , o r  ev,e,n an  arm istice  
with an y G erm an  G overnm ent which  
“ would en cro a ch  on the ind epen d 
e n ce , te rr ito ria l in teg rity  and se
cu rity ”  o f  e ith er P olan d  o r  the' 
Soviet U nion.

Titus a fte r  a long period o f insecurity 
and political sub jection to  Germ any, 
w hicb led to  a m ilitary  disaster followed 
by the barbaric exterm ination  o f m illions 
o f Polish citizens and the enslavem ent o f 
the entire nation, the people o f Poland 
are at long last in a position to  build a 
strong, secure and p o litically  independent 
Polish state.

Turough the signing o f the trea ty  the 
(Continued on next page)

\ 7



NEW POLAND
(Continued from  Page 7)

Polish people have also strengthened the 
foundation of a truly democratic Poland 
and therefore contributed to the common 
cause of all the United Nations: world 
security. Because only a Poland co-oper
ating with all great democracies, and 
particularly one friendly toward her Slav 
neighbors, can carry out a broad program 
of democratic measures and assure full 
democratic freedom for all of her citizens. 
Oil the other hand, it is a demonstrated 
fact that without a truly democratic 
Poland, a lasting peace in Europe cannot 
be established.

A rticle 2  o f  the Soviet-Polish  
tre a ty  com p letely  refu tes  the asser
tions o f  rea c tio n a ry  elem en ts th a t by 
p u rsu in g  a policy o f  friend ly  co 
o p eratio n  with the Soviet R ep ub lics, 
the New P olan d  is destined in e x o r
ably to b ecom e a satellite state on the  
b ord er o f  R ussia.

“ T h e high  co n tra ctin g  p a rtie s ,”  
read s the provision  of the aforesaid  
a rtic le , “ . . . will stren g th en  friend ly  
collab o ratio n  between the two co u n 
tries in co n fo rm .ty  with the p rin 
ciples of m u tu al resp ect fo r  th eir  
in d epen den ce and sovereignty  as 
well as n on -in tervention  in  the in 
te rn a l affairs o f  th e  o th e r s ta te .”

However, we know» only too well that 
sovereignty and independence have no 
real meaning unless they are supported by 
a solid economic basis within the country 
and a healthy trade policy toward other 
countries. For many years Polisn govern
ments sought to extend Poland’s eco
nomic relations with Germany at the ex
pense of entirely neglecting trade with 
the Soviet Union, the natural outlet for 
Polish industrial production. Today the 
people of Poland, "striving to support by 
everjr means the cause of peace and se
curity of nations after the war,” are more 
than anxious to cement sound economic 
relations with their great Slav neighbor.

In  fa c t, acco rd in g  to A rticle 7  o f  
the tre a ty , a f te r  the term in atio n  o f  
th e  w ar both  co n tra ctin g  p arties  
“ will . . . co llab o rate  in  a sp irit o f  
frien d sh ip  with a view to the fu rth e r  
developm ent and con solidation  o f  
eco n om ic an d  cu ltu ra l ties betw een  
th e  two co u n tries and assist each  
o th e r in th e  eco n om ic reh ab ilita tion  
o f  both  co u n tries .”

Thus the Provisional Government in 
Warsaw has achieved a great economic 
victory by assuring material support of 
the Soviet Union in the difficult task of 
rebuilding the devastated Polish cities, 
towns and villages.
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RADIOGRAM from the 
WARSAW TRADE UNION COUNCIL
to Trade Unionists in the United States

W arsaw  is the most trag ic  c ity  in the 
world— rather, not a c ity  but a heap of 
rubble, bricks and fan tastica lly  shaped 
iron. Such was the work of the barbarian 
invader.

The dead c ity , however, is beginning 
to revive . It is coming to life , thanks to 
the superhuman w ill and energy o f its 
fa ith fu l inhabitants. Yes, we W arsaw  
people dec ded to rebuild our cap ita l. 
W e  live in ruins, in basements, in rem
nants of houses, in p rim itive ly  knocked- 
together wooden barracks. So fa r, we 
are deprived of w ater, e lectric  light and 
means of communication, and we walk 
great distances to our places ot work.

Despue lack of food, medicines and 
tools, we work with enthusiasm to raise 
our beloved W arsaw  from the ruins and 
make her more beautiful than she was 
before. That is why we appeal to you

A fter five years of unbelievable suffer
ings, Poland, New Poland, Poland of the 
oeople and for the people, rising as a free 
country out of the ruins of thousands of 
Polish cities and of a sea of blood of mil
lions of the best sons and daughters of 
Poland, is today on the road to prosperity 
and happiness for all men, and women 
living on Polish soil. For it goes without 
saying, of course, that a prosperous Po
land can exist only under the conditions 
of strong economic links with the Soviet 
Union.

"This sound political idea [of Polish- 
Soviet collaboration] will constantly 
guide out foreign policy,” said the 
Premier of the Provisional Government, 
Mr. Osubka-Morawski, on the signing of 
the treaty, "because it has been dictated 
by our statesmanship, because it is an ex
pression of the common ardent wishes 
and desires of our neoplcs and follows 
from the constant community of our 
interests.”

The Polish-Sot iet treaty of friendship 
will go down in history not only as a 
demonstration of the united efforts of all 
Slav countries to form an invincible front 
against their common enemy, Germany, 
but also as Jone of the most important 
factors in the resurgence of a peaceful 
and prosperous Europe.

fa r away in Am erica and in that part 
o f the world which has not been crushed 
by the Nazi boot to help us in recon
structing W arsaw , to help us live 
through this d ifficu lt period.

Send a ll that is necessary fo r life  
to the working people of Poland. Poles 
in the Soviet Union have extended a 
helping hand to us. The U S .S .R . and 
fraternal S lav  nations have rendered us 
extensive assitance. Five hundred 
wooden house«, foi people working on 
reconstruction have a lready arrived in 
W arsaw , as well as many automobiles, 
several carloads o f foodstuffs, and a 
shipment of clothing and medicines. 
Even telephones were not forgotten. 
W e  received 3,000 telephone instru
ments and parts. Recently , the First 
Byelorussian Front Com m andant or the 
heroic Red A rm y presented us with 
cows and pigs.

W orkers o f other Polish c ities, who 
labor uryder most severe conditions, 
show examples of rem arkable se lf-sacri
fice, For instance, the personnel of the 
'B a tte ry" plant, state functionaries and 

others pledged one day's pay each 
month for an entire year for the recon
struction of W arsaw .

I _
Le t our fellow-countrymen, organized 

in trade unions in A m erica and a ll over 
the world, lend a helping hand to work
ing people in W arsaw  in the task of 
raising our cap ito l from the ruins.

Please organize re lie f committees, 
ca ll mass meetings, inform a ll Poles 
aoout the necessity of extens.ve and 
speedy help . Let Polish newspapers 
abroad repeat our appeal so that it  
may reach the heart o f every one of our 
fellow-countrymen. In itiate  campaigns 
to co llect food, medicines and clothing. 
W e  do not doubt, fo r a moment, that 
our appeal w ill not go unanswered and 
that your contribution to the reconstruc
tion of W arsaw  w ill be worthy and ex
tensive.

W A R S A W  
T R A D E  U N IO N  C O U N C IL .


