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IN T R O D U C T IO N

T h e reports now  published in  th is pam phlet w e re  orig in ally  
g iven  at m eetings held  in Jeru salem  on F e b ru a ry  15 and M arch  
17, 1940. Som e of the sp eakers w ere  liv in g  in  W arsaw  at the 
tim e of the siege and w itnessed the G erm an  barbarities fo r  th ree 
m onths a fter  the fa ll of the city. T h e others had personal e x ­
perience of the m ild er B o lsh evist regim e in  th e R ussian-occupied 
section of Poland, and then fled  for th eir  liv es to neighboring 
countries w h ere th e y  rem ained for som e m onths as refugees.

A l l  these reports are  fa ith fu l and reliab le  accounts of the 
events in  question b y  m en w ho are  in  no w a y  prone to ex aggera­
tion or overstatem ent.

If, nevertheless, m inor errors, am biguities, or inconsistencies 
m ay be noted, this is due to th e fa ct th at it w as n a tu ra lly  im pos­
sib le fo r  the narrators to h ave  been on the spot w h en  a ll th e in­
cidents occurred. In som e cases th e y  h ave  based th eir  reports 
on th e testim on y of other re liab le  persons, or on facts too w id e ly  
kn o w n  to req u ire  verificatio n  b y  eye-w itnesses. N o one in divid­
u a l could  h ave  seen a ll th at happened even  in  a sin gle city, and 
certa in ly  not in  a great c ity  lik e  W arsaw , esp ecia lly  at a tim e 
w h en  the J ew s k ep t indoors as m uch as possible fo r fe a r  of being 
kidnapped b y  G erm ans fo r  forced  labor, and w h en  transport had 
broken  dow n ow ing to the trenches, barricades, and heaps of ruins 
that b locked  the streets. T o  obtain  and v e r ify  first-hand reports 
of w h at happened in other localities w as even  m ore d ifficu lt, since 
for som e m onths a fter the G erm an  conquest com m unications b e­
tw een  W arsaw  and the provin cial tow ns w e re  alm ost com pletely  
cu t off. Then, too, the reports of both the narrators and th eir 
inform ants w e re  m ade from  m em ory. N evertheless, these re ­
ports coincide in  the main, and correspond v e ry  closely  to the 
facts, so th at an accu rate  p ictu re of the situation  em erges before 
the m ind of the reader.
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T h at situation  is dism al and disheartenin g in  the extrem e : 
the existen ce of the w h ole of P olish  J e w ry  hangs in  the b a h  ee. 
A gain st a backgrou n d  of system atic destruction  of both the tem ­
p o rarily  defeated  P olish  S tate  and the P olish  people, the G erm ans 
are  proceeding to exterm in ate the Jew ish  population w ith  un­
sp eakable cru elty . In the G erm an -occupied  areas of Poland, the 
Jew s are  su bjected  to m onstrous ph ysica l and psychological te r­
rorism . T h e m ethods em ployed in clu d e m ass-butchery, starva­
tion, and v ile  san itary  conditions th at g iv e  rise to epidem ics ; ru th ­
less crushing of the w ill to liv e  and to  c a rry  on the stru gg le  of 
e x is te n c e ; arrests ; tortures th at hum ble the hum an d ignity  of 
the victim s to the d u s t ; confiscation of w orkshops and other prop­
e rty  ; barrin g  of an y  and a ll opportunities to  earn  a livelihood. 
T h e P olish  Jew s are also being d eprived  of th eir in tellectu al 
classes. T h eir  schools are closed, a ll form s of Jew ish  cu ltu ral a c­
t iv ity  are  prohibited. In  the R ussian -occupied  territory , sim ilar 
“ ach ievem en ts” h ave  been attained b y  a rapid  and drastic change 
in  the econom ic order w hich , excep t in  a fe w  cases, has had the 
effect of th ru stin g a ll Jew s un fitted  fo r m anual lab or outside the 
pale of norm al existen ce. E v e ry  form  of Jew ish  cu ltu ral life  is 
banned as counter-revolutionary.

A n d  so, b y  the one process or the other, th e 3,500,000 P olish  
Jew s are being crushed to earth  in both areas of the conquered 
territories. U nless the w a r  ends soon, or som e m iracle com es to 
pass, no trace w ill be le ft  of th e Jew ish  com m un ity excep t a vast 
cem etery  on P olish  soil. A  larg e  and im portant section of the 
Jew ish  people —  that section w h ich  is m ost stron gly  im bued w ith  
the national spirit, w h ich  has th e greatest cap acity  fo r  creative  
effort, w h ich  has a long h istory  of noble achievem en t —  n ow  lies 
on the b rin k  of annihilation, agonizing in the throes of a lin gerin g 
death. W h at effect the im pending fate  of P olish  J e w ry  w ill h ave 
upon the fu tu re  of the Jew ish  people as a w hole and upon the up­
build ing of the N ation al H om e in  P alestin e, can read ily  be 

im agined.
W e are  liv in g  in  the m ost trag ic  era of Jew ish  h istory  since 

the d arkest days of the M iddle A g e s and the C rusades. T h e prim ­
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itiv e  sa v ag e ry  that w e  had believed  to belong to the rem ote 
past, w ith ou t p ossib ility  of recrudescen ce, has n ow  flared  up again 
before our eyes. T h e “ civilization ” of A ttila  and G hen ghiz K h a n  
is w in n ing n e w  victories. T h e effects of those victories w ill be 
d escribed  and appraisals of the present situation  m ade in  the fo l­
low in g pages. P erh ap s these records w ill  y ie ld  significant h istor­
ica l m aterial to fu tu re  students of th e Jew ish  m artyro lo gy  and 
of the declin e of civilization  as a w hole. O r perhaps th e y  are  
destined to se rv e  as eviden ce w h en  the h our arrives  fo r  setting up 
n ew  p olitical conditions a fter th e dow nfall of the barbarians w ho 
now  do ev eryth in g  in th eir p ow er to p lunge th e w hole w o rld  into 
a sea of blood and tears.

A . H A R T G L A S .
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THE TRAGEDY OF POLISH JEWRY
I.

T H E  S U F F E R IN G S  O F  T H E  J E W S  O F  P O L A N D , A N D  OF 
T H E  J E W S  O F  W A R S A W  IN  P A R T IC U L A R , IM M E D IA T E L Y  

A F T E R  T H E  G E R M A N  O C C U P A T IO N  
(Septem ber— D ecem ber, 1939)

A . R ep ort of A . H a r tg la s,

President of the Zionist Organization of Poland and former 
member of the Polish Sejm .

B efo re  th e G erm ans took W arsaw , the Jew s and the P oles 
su ffered  e q u a lly : th ere w e re  k illed  and w ounded  am ong both 
peoples. O n the d ay  the w a r  b rok e  out hundreds of thousands of 
people fled  from  th eir hom es. A l l  the h igh w ays and b y w a y s  w e re  
crow ded  w ith  refu gees —  m en and w om en, old and young. M ost 
w en t on foot, no w agons or m otor veh icles bein g obtainable. A l l  
th e conveyan ces had been com m andeered b y  th e m ilitary  author­
ities, and th ere w as no p etrol in a n y  case. In  the confusion w ives 
w e re  separated  from  th eir husbands, and children  from  th eir 
parents. A ll  the w h ile  G erm an  aeroplanes droned overhead, 
m ow ing dow n the refu gees w h ich ev er w a y  th e y  turned. T ens of 
thousands w e re  k ille d  on th e roads. M ost of the victim s w e re  
Jew s, because the m ajo rity  of the refu gees w e re  tow nspeople. T h e 
v illagers rem ained at home.

T he siege of W arsaw  continued from  the 8th to the 29th of 
Septem ber. T h rou gh ou t the siege the c ity  w as continuously bom b­
ed b y  aeroplanes and shelled  b y  artillery . A b o u t 35%  of the houses 
w e re  com pletely  dem olished, and m ost of th e others so b ad ly  
dam aged as to be uninhabitable. S eptem ber 25 w as the hardest 
d ay  of th e siege. A b o u t 250 G erm an  aeroplanes raid ed  the c ity  
from  nine o ’clock  in the m orning till s ix  in  the afternoon. A t  
first the anti-air cra ft batteries replied, b u t th eir fire  w as soon 
silenced; th eir  crew s la y  dead beside them . T h ou gh  the w eath er 
w as fair, the air w as so fu ll of sm oke and dust that the city  
w as d ark  as night. F ire s  brok e out in e v e ry  q u arter of the city,
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b u t it w as not possible to brin g them  und er control because there 
had  been a w a te r  shortage fo r  severa l days. T h e  Jew ish  qu arter 
w as bom bed on the eve  of Rosh H ashana and again  on Y o m  K ip - 
pur. N evertheless, the pious J ew s w en t to syn agogue as usual.

The G erm ans entered  W arsaw  on Septem ber 29, and im ­
m ediately  began to distribute bread  to th e population, w h ich  had 
had none fo r  three w eeks. C erta in  incidents occurred  in the J e w ­
ish q uarters because the people th ere  w e re  also in  w an t of bread. 
T h e n e xt d ay  the m ayor announced th at th e G erm an  authorities 
w ould  perm it no discrim ination against the Jew ish  inhabitants. 
T h e authorities did not keep  th eir  w ord.

D u rin g  the ea rly  days of the G erm an  occupation, bread and 
soup w ere  distributed  to the Jew s as to th e others. B u t it w as 
not long before the Jew s w e re  forced  out of th e queues and de­
p rived  of th eir share.

A t  the outset the Jew s of the G erm an-occupied  te rrito ry  as­
sum ed that th ey  w ou ld  be accorded th e sam e treatm ent as the 
Jew s of G erm any, b u t th e y  w e re  soon obliged  to abandon that 
hope. Looting began im m ediately. G erm an soldiers and officers 
en tered  the shops, took w h a te v e r  th e y  w anted, and w alk ed  out 
w ith ou t paying. A fte r  th e looting had gone on for tw o  days, the 
G erm an  com m andant issued an order prohibiting the soldiers from  
en tering shops w ithout special perm ission, and the shopkeepers 
from  selling to the soldiers. T h e  Jew s w e re  relieved , b u t on ly  for 
the m om ent. T h e plunderin g continued. A t  first Jew ish  hom es 
w e re  spared, but p resen tly  the looting w as extended  to them  as 
w ell, and w ent on at a ll hours of the d ay  and night. T hose w ho 
ven tu red  to com plain to th e authorities w e re  eith er turn ed  a w a y  
w ith  a rud e answ er, or van ished  and w e re  n e ver heard  of again.

O n O ctober 4, 1939, th e G estapo dissolved  the J ew ish  C om ­
m u n ity  C ou n cil of W arsaw  and set up a “ C ou n cil of E ld ers” in its 
place. T his n ew  C ou n cil is com posed of tw en ty-fo u r m em bers 
under the chairm anship of M r. T ch arn iakoff, an engineer. T h e 
fun ction  of this n ew  C ou n cil is not to adm inister Jew ish  affairs, 
bu t —  as defined in  the letters of appointm ent to its m em bers —  
to ca rry  out th e orders of th e G estapo. T h is suprem e bod y does
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not represen t the organized  com m unity, and has no m eans of 
provid in g  fo r  th e com m unal needs. T h e  J ew ish  schools a re  
closed. T h e  C o u n cil cannot u n d ertake social serv ice  activ ities 
fo r  lac k  of m eans. In  an y  event, it is g iven  no opportunity  to 
fun ction  prop erly . W h en ever it  is on the point of doing 
som ething w orth  w h ile, the G estapo interven es. N o sooner 
w as th is C o u n cil set up than it  w as ordered  to tak e  a  census of 
th e Jew ish  population, a task  w h ich  absorbed the en ergies of a ll 
its m em bers. A t  the end of O ctober the census w as com plete, and 
th e C ou n cil w as m akin g plans fo r  u sefu l w o rk  w h en  th e N azi 
schem e for a G hetto  fo r the J ew s of W arsaw  w as th ru st upon its 
attention. W hen th e G h etto  m atter w as disposed of (this 
w as on N ovem b er 10), it  w as succeeded  in  tu rn  b y  th e problem  
of the levies, th e problem  of th e Jew ish  hospital, and the problem  
of the epidem ics. O th er J ew ish  com m unities had sim ilar e x ­
periences.

A  C ou n cil of E lders w as also set up in  Lodz. A  fe w  days 
later  a ll  the m em bers b u t one w e re  arrested  and sent o ff to  no 
one kn ow s w h ere. O n ly  M r. R am k ovsk y, an e ld e rly  m an, w as 
a llow ed  to rem ain  in  Lodz, though even  he did not g et o ff w ith ou t 
a beating. N o w  he m ust ca rry  on a ll the w o rk  of th e C ou n cil 
single-handed.

T h e G erm ans o b viously  do not inten d to a llow  th e Jew s to 
reorgan ize th eir  life. T h e y  a re  aim ing u n sw ervin g ly  at a single 
g o a l : the u tter ph ysica l and econom ic d estruction  of the Jew s. 
A l l  th eir  acts are  designed to starve  the J ew s to  death, or to  de­
grade them  into a m ob of hunted  and torm ented creatu res that 
w ill  be g ra te fu l to anyone w h o w ill re lie v e  them  of th e ir  m iser­
ab le  lives. S u ch  has been the G erm an  p o licy  from  th e outset. 
O ne of the m ost harassing form s of econom ic oppression is the 
p ractice  of seizing J ew s in  the streets or th eir  hom es fo r  forced  
labor. N orm al business a ctiv ity  becom es im possible if  neither 
em ployers nor em ployees can be certain  of reach in g th eir  des­
tin ation w hen  th e y  start out in  the m orning. E ven  em ployees of 
th e C ou n cil of E lders h ave  been seized on th eir  w a y  to w ork.
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A  cu rren cy  regulation  issued in L od z on Septem ber 19 and in 
W arsaw  on O ctober 13, 1939, prohibits in d ivid u al J ew s from  h a v­
ing m ore than 2,000 zlo tys in  th e ir  possession at an y  one tim e. 
T he surplus m ust be deposited in  a restricted  bank account 
(S p e rrk o n to ). B an k s m ay not p a y  out m ore than 250 zlo tys a 

w e ek  to th eir Jew ish  depositors. Som e Jew s h it upon the d evice 
of depositing th eir funds in  se vera l banks or opening severa l ac­
counts in one bank. W hen the G erm ans got w in d  of this, an or­
der w as issued providing th at each in d ivid u al’s surplus funds 
m ust be deposited in  a single account in one bank. L a rg e r  sum s 
than the w e e k ly  allotm ent m ay be draw n  fo r  business purposes, 
b u t a sp ecial perm it is req u ired  fo r  each w ith draw al, and the 
p riv ilege  exists only on paper. E ven  th e w e e k ly  ration  of 250 
zlo tys cannot be draw n  w ith ou t d ifficu lty . W h ile  as a ru le  the 
banks are  allow ed  to p a y  out this sum, the depositors m ust pre­
sent special perm its fo r  each w ith draw al, and the cu rren cy  b u reau  
is in  no h u rry  to issue such perm its. T h e p riv ilege  of retaining
2,000 zlo tys in cash is only a snare, since G erm an soldiers, officers, 
and G estapo officials search  Jew ish  hom es d ay  and night fo r  arm s 
and foreign  curren cy. W h atev er cash is found durin g such 
searches is confiscated at once. E ven  sum s of 40 zlo tys h ave been 
p ilfered. If  the G erm an agent happens to be a “ k in d ly ” in d ivid u ­
al, he m ay leav e  the ow ner a fe w  zlo tys w h ile  he pockets a con­
siderab le sum . W hen hidden m on ey is found, the entire sum  is 
confiscated and the ow n er arrested.

F urth erm ore, the G erm ans h ave stolen or confiscated —  I do 
not kn o w  w h ich  term  applies —  a ll the leath er goods and textiles. 
T he shops in F ran ziskan i S treet (the cen tre of W arsaw ’s leather 
trade) w e re  p illaged continuously fo r  severa l w eeks. L orries 
cam e d ay  after day, and w e re  loaded from  m orning to night. T h e 
w o rk  of loading w as done perforce b y  the shopkeepers them ­
selves and b y  laborers fu rn ish ed  b y  the C ou n cil of E lders. It is 
estim ated th at the goods thus seized w e re  w orth  m illions of zlotys.

T h e Jew s of L od z are perm itted  n eith er to b u y  nor to sell 
textiles and leath er goods. A  Jew ish  cobbler is unable to m end 
a p air of shoes fo r  lack  of leather. In  th eo ry  he has the righ t to
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apply to the head of the police departm ent for a perm it to b u y  
the leath er he needs, b u t th is right, too, exists on ly  on paper.

Jew s are  forbidden to se ll or lease th eir  business establish­
m ents w ith ou t special perm its from  th e G erm an authorities. T h e 
idea is to p reven t the tran sfer of Jew ish  firm s to non-Jew ish 
nam es. T his w as the first application of the “ A ry a n  clause ’ in  
Poland. C o n verted  J ew s are  not exem pt.

A l l  Jew s are  requ ired  to w e ar a d istinguishing badge. E v e ry  
Jew ish  business firm , and e v e ry  doctor’s and la w y e r ’s o ffice m ust 
d isp lay  a larg e  Sh ield  of D avid . C hristian s w e re  thus to be dis­
couraged from  h avin g  a n y  dealings w ith  Jew s, b u t the resu lts 
h a v e  not justified  th e N azi hopes. Still, th is is one m ore m ethod 
of g iv in g  effect to the “ A r y a n  clause.”

O n D ecem ber 18, 1939 an order w as issued req u irin g  th e Jew s 
to register a ll th e ir  possessions, includin g household effects and 
clothing, va lu ed  a t m ore than 2,000 zlotys.-

T h e obvious purpose of the G hetto  schem e is to im poverish 
th e Jew s. T h e G erm an s k n e w  v e ry  w e ll th at the 150,000 or
160,0000 Jew s liv in g  outside the area  designated  for the G hetto  
w ou ld  not be able to m ove th eir  fam ilies and belongings w ith in  
th ree  days. T h e streets w e re  still b locked  w ith  debris and b ar­
ricades, so that veh icles could  not pass, assum ing an y  had been 
obtainable. A b o v e  all, the q u a rter  designated fo r  th e G hetto  w as 
a lread y  ap p allin gly  congested. T h e idea w as to force the Jew s 
to leave  a ll th eir  possessions behind them , so th at the G erm ans 
w ou ld  be able  to ran sack th eir  hom es at leisure.

T h e anti-Jew ish  m easures in  the econom ic sphere included 
dism issal of Jew ish  doctors from  th e panels of the S ick  Funds, 
and from  m unicipal and other institutions. A  P o lish  la w y e r  w as 
appointed as a special com m issar fo r  the council of W arsaw  law ­
yers. T his m an w as a G estapo official. A s  soon as he took up his ap­
pointm ent, he announced th at he w o u ld  com pile a  n e w  register 
of law yers, w h ich  w ou ld  be lim ited  to 300 old residents of W ar­
saw  and 300 refu gees from  the provinces. T h e  nam es of Jew ish 
la w y e rs  w ould  b e strictly  exclu d ed  from  th e n e w  register.

Econom ic pressure is also the purpose of the so-called “ con­
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tribution s.” In  W arsaw  the fin an cial burden of these levies w as 
not intolerable, as 300,000 zlo tys fo r  a Jew ish  com m unity of that 
size is not excessive. T he L od z com m unity also paid re la tiv e ly  
inconsiderable sums. B u t the levies im posed upon the sm aller 
com m unities w e re  cru e lly  oppressive. P retex ts  for extortions 
w e re  n ever lacking. In W arsaw , the excu se w as the m u rd er of 
a Polish constable ; in  Siedlce, funds w ere  ostensibly  collected  for 
the destitute refu gees w ho poured into the tow n. W hen the G e r­
m an consul of C raco w  and his w om an secretary  disappeared in 
the v ic in ity  of O tw ock and F alen ica, sm all tow ns near W arsaw , 
a rew ard  of 2,000 zlo tys w as offered  for inform ation of their 
w hereabouts. T h eir bodies w e re  fin a lly  found in  a forest near 
Falen ica, and that w as deem ed a sufficien t reason fo r  im posing a 
fine of 150,000 zlotys upon the tw o tow ns.

Though no stock rem ains in the Jew ish  shops, th eir doors 
m ust be kep t open. O th erw ise the idle shopkeepers are  liab le  to 
charges of “ sabotage,”  the penalties fo r  w hich  include the death

O n  t h e  e v e  o f  e x e c u t i o n  : J e w s  a r r e s t e d  w h i l e  a t  p r a y e r .
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sentence. A ll  business is paralyzed . T h e Jew s h ave  no a ltern a­
tiv e  b u t to starve to death.

T he ph ysica l destruction of the Jew s is proceeding system ­
atica lly . Jew s are  b ru ta lly  assaulted  a t e v e ry  turn. M an y of the 
victim s take to th eir beds and n e ver rise again. T he G erm an s 
en ter Jew ish  hom es at a ll hours of the d ay  and night, on the p re­
te x t of m akin g searches, and assault the occupants. T h e torm ents 
are  beyond hum an endurance. Suicides durin g such visitations 
are  not infrequent. W hen the G estapo sent fo r  a certain  Jew ish  
m erchan t of W arsaw  w ho lived  in O grodow a Street, he jum ped 
out of the w in dow  of his hom e and w as killed . H e k n e w  that he 
w as to be questioned about his business, and p referred  self-in ­
flicted  death to such  questioning. A  Jew ish  lad y  nam ed M m e. 
Sussm an also jum ped out of a w in dow  in order to free  h erself 
from  the extortion s of the Gestapo.

T he Jew s of W arsaw  n e ver h ave m ore than tw o  or three 
hours of u n easy sleep during th e night. T h eir n erves h ave been 
strain ed to such an exten t that th ey  are  a ll b u t out of th eir  minds. 
M urd ers of J ew s are  of d aily  occurrence. O ften  th ey  are mas­
sacred  b y  scores or h u n d re d s . . .  T h ere  w as th e case of Stephan 
L u xem b ou rg, a Jew ish  goldsm ith of W arsaw . W hen G erm an 
soldiers attem pted to loot his p lace of business, he shouted fo r  
help. T h e  soldiers left, but others soon cam e w ho searched the 
prem ises and “ fou n d ” G erm an rifle  b u llets w hich , of course, th ey  
had brought them selves. L u xem b o u rg  w as th en  taken  out and 
shot. M r. H ochm an, the prop rietor of the C a fe  Esplanade and a 
w ell-kn ow n  citizen  of W arsaw , w as execu ted  on a charge of “ sa­
botage,”  w hich  consisted in  leavin g  his job  w hen  set at forced 
labor.

W hen the G erm an  troops q u artered  at L ask arew , a sm all 
tow n near W arsaw , w e re  w ithdraw n, the population rejoiced. B u t 
not fo r  long. S e v e ra l days later, a squad of fou rteen  or fifteen  
G erm an  soldiers cam e to the tow n and seized 37 Jew s, a ll of w hom  
w e re  led  out of the tow n and shot. A l l  the Jew ish  m en w ere  de­
ported  from  O strow  M azow iecki or W yso k i M azow iecki. A fte r  
that, w hen  a fire  b rok e out in th e tow n, the. Jew s w e re  blam ed,
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and a ll w ho rem ained —  530 w om en and children —  w e re  taken  
to  the outskirts and m urdered. S u ch  m ass-butcheries h ave  been 
carried  out tim e and again. E igh t h undred J ew s of P rzem yśl are  
said  to h ave been led  across the bridge to the R ussian-occupied 
part of the tow n, w h ere  m ost of them  w e re  p ut to death.

T ortu re and abuse of J ew s go on continually. In  L od z J e w ­
ish w om en w e re  ordered to scru b  floors. T h e w o rk  in itself w as 
not u n d u ly  hard, b u t th e y  w e re  g iv en  no cloths, and had to take 
off th eir u n d erw ear —  under orders —  and use it for w ipin g the 
floors. A  story  is cu rren t (w hich  cannot be verified ) th at one 
d a y  fifty  Jew ish  girls w e re  seized  in W arsaw , tak en  to  an  apart­
m ent fo rm erly  occupied b y  a w e a lth y  Jew ish  fam ily  and now  
tak e n  over b y  G erm an officers, and th ere raped. O ne night a 
p a rty  of G erm ans entered  a Jew ish  hom e in  W arsaw , locked  the 
husband and w ife  in  the bathroom , and com pelled th eir youn g 
d au gh ter to disrobe. T h en  she w as ordered to sit down. T h e  g irl 
seated herself on a chair. No, she m ust sit on the floor ! S h e  sat 
dow n on a rug. No, on the bare floor ! T h e  hom e of a Jew ish  
w om an la w y e r  w as en tered one evening w h ile  she w as entertain­
ing some w om en friends and a youn g couple. A ll  the w om en w ere 
forced  to strip and dance on the table, and the you n g couple to 
cohabit in the presence of a ll the others. E v e ry  apartm ent in  W ar­
saw  is now  occupied b y  severa l fam ilies of re la tives or friends. 
W hen houses are searched, a ll the inm ates are  assem bled and com ­
pelled to undress com pletely, so as to m ake certain  th ey  are  not 
concealing anything.

T o  sum  up, the Jew s are not g iv en  a m om ent’s respite b y  day 
or b y  night. E v e ry  J e w  is liab le  to lose his life  or his p rop erty  at 
an y m om ent. In W arsaw  m ost of the victim s are Jew s, but in  the 
areas ann exed to the R eich  (extendin g to K u tn o  and N ow y- 
D w o r ) , the P oles fare  no b etter than the Jew s.

A ll  Jew s m ust w ear the badge. In this w a y  th ey  can be im ­
m ediately  identified w hen  w anted  for forced  labor. Besides, the 
sight of the badge arouses the passions of the P olish  mob. W ear­
ers of the Jew ish  badge h ave  no righ ts w hatsoever, and m ay be 
assaulted  w ithout an y fear of punishm ent. F o r  exam ple, w hen
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several Jew ish  youths seized a Jew -baitin g  youn g P ole  and turned 
him  over to a P olish  policem an, th ey w e re  se v ere ly  beaten b y  
G erm ans fo r  th eir “ presum ption.”

T h e G erm ans are  determ ined to destroy the Jew ish  in telligen t­
sia and to w ipe out a ll trace of cu ltu re  am ong the Jew s. T he sam e 
p olicy  is d irected  against the Poles. P olish  as w e ll as Jew ish  in ­
tellectu als h ave been arrested. In  the W arsaw  d istrict most of 
th e arrests w ere  m ade am ong the Jew s. T he d ay  after the G e r­
m ans en tered W arsaw , th ey  arrested  D r. Zam enhoff, a nephew  of 
the inventor of Esperanto, and his fam ily. D r. Zam enhoff is said  
to h ave frozen to death  in prison. O n D ecem ber 10, 1939 m ass 
arrests of Jew ish  intelligentsia  w e re  m ade. A lm ost a ll h ave since 
been released  excep t the physicians and the law yers, w hom  the 
G erm an s regard  as p a rticu larly  influen tial. A  law ye r  nam ed 
G erm an ikoff died in  prison. D u rin g the latter part of D ecem ber 
o ver 150 Jew ish  in tellectu als w e re  arrested  in  W arsaw . The pre­
te x t w as an attem pted assault upon a P olish  constable w ho dis­
covered  a secret P olish  broadcasting station. T h e w ould-be as­
sailant w as a converted  J e w  b y  the nam e of K u t, w ho is a m em ­
b er of the P olish  Socialist P arty . T h e C o u n cil of E lders w as or­
dered  to d eliv er this m an up to the authorities ; otherw ise 500 of 
th e Jew ish  intelligentsia  w ould  be arrested.

T h e Jew ish  schools rem ain closed. T h e P olish  schools w ere 
allow ed  to re-open, and then ordered to close again. A  fe w  days 
a fter the occupation, a num ber of p rivate  Jew ish  schools (not 
included in the com m unal system ) w ere  g iven  perm ission to open, 
but the perm ission w as q u ick ly  w ithdraw n. N ow  the Jew ish 
children  h ave no schooling facilities w h atever. T he U n iversity  of 
W arsaw  is still closed, b y  the w ay. R e a s o n : T h ere  are no te x t­
books fit  for use under a N azi regim e.

A ll  the Jew s h ave been exp elled  from  Pom erania and G dynia. 
T h e  P oles too h ave been exp elled  from  those localities and va­
rious others. In W artaga and the n ew  East P ru ssia  (w hich 
includes the w estern  and n orthw estern  provinces of Poland) the 
J ew s are being forced  out of the cities. M ost of the Jew s of 
S ierp c w ere  deported in  a single day. T h ere  w ere  sim ilar

14



deportations from  S ierad z and from  Zdunska-W ola. T h e 
exiles w e re  forced  to cover great distances on foot. E ven  at 
that, how ever, th ey  w e re  b etter off than those transported b y  
train. F o r  exam ple, 4,000 Jew s from  the K a lish  d istrict w ere  sent 
in sealed ra ilw a y  carriages to L u k o v , a sm all tow n w h ich  had 
been p ractica lly  w iped  out durin g the bom bardm ents. W hen the 
carriages w e re  opened in the presence of represen tatives of the 
A m erican  Joint D istribution  Com m ittee, scores of dead, wounded, 
and sick w e re  taken  out. The congestion in the train  w as fr ig h t­
fu l, and the people had been kep t w ithout food or d rin k for se ver­
al days. Perm ission to p rovide them  w ith  food at stations en 
route w as unobtainable. S even  thousand Jew s from  Sieradz 
arrived  in W arsaw  in one day.

So fa r  the plan of solving the Jew ish  problem  b y  setting up a 
P a le  of Settlem ent at L u b lin  is little  m ore than talk. N othing has 
been done beyond build ing som e huts. T he Jew ish  C om m un ity 
C ou n cil of L u b lin  w as ordered to bu ild  these h uts at its ow n e x ­
pense. W here it w ould  get the funds the G erm an authorities did 
not care. Though about 7,000 Jew s w ere  a ctu a lly  sent from  
C zech oslovakia  and A u stria  to L ub lin , it is said that 6,000 escaped 
to Russia.

B oth  Jew ish and Polish  intellectuals w ere  deported from  
Lodz. T h ey  w ere  hustled  into ra ilw a y  carriages, and locked in 
w ithout even  being told their destination. Som e of the carriages 
w ere  routed  to C racow  and others to K ie lsce , w h ere the ex iles 
w ere  released and told th ey  w e re  free  to go an yw h ere  th e y  
pleased, but m ust on no account retu rn  to Lodz. T h en  the Jew ish  
C om m un ity C ou n cil of L od z w as g iven  orders to send no less than 
1,500 Jew s out of the c ity  e v e ry  day. T h is w ent on u n til D ecem ­
b er 10, w hen the order w as suspended —  for how  long no one 
know s. Som e people are  under the im pression that it w ill be re ­
n ew ed  in M arch 1940. (The fact th at the ord er w as suspended 
on D ecem ber 10 did not p reven t the expulsion  of Jew s from  L od z 
betw een D ecem ber 16 and 20).

Epidem ics are  an in evitable concom itant of such conditions. 
T h e first disease to spread w as typhoid. It w as fo llow ed  b y  an
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epidem ic of typhus. N o san itary  m easures can ava il w h ile  people 
a re  forced  to liv e  in ap p allin gly  congested quarters, w ith ou t facil­
ities fo r  bathing, w ithout prop er nourishm ent, and w ith ou t funds. 
T h e refugees, w h o  w an d er from  city  to c ity  and sleep in  the syn a­
gogues, also spread disease. A ll  this is on ly  one m ore m eans of 
destroying the P olish  Jew s.

S e ve ra l w e ek s ago an order w as issued that a ll Jew s betw een 
the ages of 14 and 60, both m en and w om en, m ust register for 
forced  labor. T h e order w as fo llow ed  b y  an announcem ent that 
fo r  the tim e being the w om en w ere  exem pt, and b y  another that 
the date of registration  w as postponed to M arch  2, 1940. T h en  —  
so the J ew s w e re  inform ed —  a ll the m en w ou ld  be set at forced  
labor (w h ich  is equ ivalen t to sending them  to a concentration 
cam p ). A s  fo r  the Poles, only the unem ployed w ere  req u ired  to 
register, and these w e re  told that w h ile  th ey  w ould  not be paid at 
first, th ey  w ou ld  rece ive  w ages later on. T h e Jew s are  allow ed 
no such concessions. A ll  of them  —  and not only the unem ploy-

J e w s  s e iz e d  b y  t h e  N a z i s  f o r  f o r c e d  l a b o r .
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ed  —  are su bject to forced  labor w ith ou t com pensation. T his is  
one m ore m ethod of exterm in atin g th e Jew s.

T h e G hetto  p lan  has not been abandoned, b u t only postpone^. 
T h e G erm ans say  th at it w ill certa in ly  be p ut into effect. T h e  
latest w ord is that a ll the Jew s of W arsaw  w ill b e  com pelled to  
m ove into th e P rag a  q u arter of th at c ity  in  M arch  1940. P ra g a  
w as orig in ally  outside the confines of the proposed G hetto, b u t 
now  it seem s that a ll the Jew s w ill be herded into th at qu arter, 
w h ich  w as alm ost com pletely  destroyed during the siege.

G reat num bers of Jew s fled  to the area  occupied b y  th e R u s­
sians. T h is w as not a v e ry  d ifficu lt m atter during the ea rly  w eek s 
of the occupation. T h e  G erm ans stripped the refu gees of a ll th eir  
belongings, but let them  proceed, and the B o lsh evik i did not stop 
them  from  en tering the territo ry  under th e ir  control. S in ce th e la t­
ter p art of N ovem ber, how ever, Jew s h ave  been denied adm is­
sion to the R ussian-occupied territory , though P oles are  a llow ed  
to en ter freely . T he Jew s h ave  often been told b y  R ed  soldiers : 
“ W e do not need an y  m ore J ew s !” T he guards are m ore lenien t 
w ith  the wom en, but most of the m en are  turn ed  back. N o w  it  is 
reported  that conditions are so try in g  in th e R ussian -occupied  te r­
rito ry  that m any refu gees are leaving. A l l  the banks and fa c­
tories w e re  nationalized b y  the R ussians w ith in  a w e e k  after the 
occupation. T he shopkeepers w e re  not m olested at first, b u t 
w hen th eir  stocks w ere  sold out th e y  w e re  not perm itted  to re ­
plenish them . A ll  p rivate  tradin g is said to be prohibited  since 
J a n u a ry  1, 1940. N o w  no a ltern ative  rem ains b u t illegal trading, 

w hich  is v e ry  se v ere ly  punished. 0jbl. Jag
It is reported  that houses are  searched in the R ussian-occupied 

territo ry  as w ell. S in ce life  is so hard  there, m any refu gees w ish  
to retu rn  to th eir homes, b u t the G erm ans refu se them  re-entry. 
T h e G erm an fron tier guards h ave  w ell-train ed  dogs, and th ey  
shoot at all w ho are detected w h en  try in g  to slip across the bor­
der. H undreds of people a re  said to h ave  been shot or to h ave 
frozen to death in  the attem pt.

N um erous synagogues h ave been  burned  to the ground. 
M an y rabbis, including R abbi K ah an a  of W arsaw , had th e ir
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beards p lu cked  out w hen G erm ans searched th eir homes. Jew s 
are  often assaulted  on th eir  w a y  to houses of w orship. O n severa l 
occasions G erm ans entered  syn agogues during services and beat 
the congregation.

C oncernin g the present attitude of the P oles tow ard  the Jew s, 
I w ould  sa y  the fo llow in g : T h e relations are good in  the areas 
ann exed  to the R eich. T h e sam e kind of treatm ent is m eted out 
to both peoples. In  P osen the P oles h ave  at tim es even  betrayed  
a certain  jea lo u sy  of the Jew s because th ey  them selves fare  w orse 
at the hands of the G erm ans. In  the W arsaw  district the relations 
have im proved. W ith  fe w  exceptions, the Polish  in tellectu als are  
fr ien d ly  tow ard  the Jew s and help them  w hen th ey  can. T h e 
sam e is tru e  of the organized w orkingm en and other th in king 
people. B u t the attitud e of the Polish  m asses rem ains unchanged. 
It is such people w ho point out Jew ish  houses to the G erm ans and 
help them  p lu n d er the Jew s. O ccasion ally  th ey  attack  Jew ish 
passersby, b u t such attacks are not common. T h ere is also an  ̂
other side to the picture. P oles often rise and o ffer th eir seats 
w h en  w om en w earin g  the Jew ish  badge enter tram s. O nce a 
G erm an soldier cam e into a tram  shouting “ Juden ‘raus !”  T h ere­
upon a d ignified  eld e rly  P ole  rose and said, “ If the Jew s go, w e 
go too !”  H e le ft  the tram  and w as fo llow ed  b y  all the other P oles 
present. It is true, how ever, th at there h ave been instances of 
e ld e rly  Jew s being forced  off tram s b y  P olish  youths. B u t a ll in 
all, the Polish  attitude tow ard  the Jew s is fa r  m ore favorab le  than 
previou sly. T h e P olish  anti-Sem ites h ave not joined forces w ith  
the G erm ans. M an y of the anti-Sem itic leaders sum  up their a t­
titude in some such w a y  as this : “ W e shall settle our account 
w ith  the Jew s some day, b u t not at the behest of the G erm ans. If 
the G erm ans insist, w e  shall h ave no altern ative  but to obey ; but 
w e  shall not act v o lu n tarily  at this tim e.” O n ly  one of the anti- 
Sem itic groups, the “ P h alan ga,” m ade overtures to the Germ ans, 
suggesting that it be co-opted in govern ing the Jew s, since its 
program m e w as ak in  to th at of the N azis. T he G erm ans brushed 
this proposal aside. T w o N azi dailies are  published in W arsaw , 
the Polish  “ N o vy  K u rie r  W arsh avsk y ,” and the G erm an “ W ar-
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schauer Z eitung.” T he G erm an paper aim s its shafts not at the 
Jew s, but at the Poles. T h e P olish  paper is concerned m ain ly 
w ith  the Jew s. T h e Poles are  incited against the Jew s, the G e r­
m ans against the Poles.

M an y fo rm erly  patriotic Poles h ave suddenly proclaim ed 
them selves as “ V olksd eu tsch e.”  A m ong these is the brother of a 
P olish  ex-C ab in et M inister nam ed U lrich , w ho lives in  K alish . 
T h ere are  tw o categories of “ V olksd eu tsch e.”  O ne includes the 
G erm an residents of Lodz, w ho are organized in  a civ ic  guard. 
M ost of the assailants of Jew s belong to this group. A  G erm an 
m ilitia is also being organized in W arsaw . T h e second 
group of “ V o lksd eu tsch e” are  people w ho declared  them selves 
such in order to p lay  safe. T hese pseudo-“ V o lksd eu tsch e” oc­
casionally  hold out a helping hand to the Jew s. Som e of the fo r­
m er G erm an residents of P oland fled  after the occupation to the 
R ussian-occupied territory, b elievin g that w h en  the G erm an 
troops leave  P oland  th ere w ill be a w holesale m assacre of G e r­
mans.

W e h ave our Schutzjuden, —  agents of the Gestapo. W hen 
a Jew ish  passerby sees G erm an police or soldiers, w ho are  lik e ly  
to seize him  for forced  labor, he g ives them  the slip b y  turning 
dow n another street. B u t w hen  he sees a J ew  standing at the 
low er end of the street he feels safe —  and w alk s into the trap.

If the w ar lasts m uch longer, the Jew ish com m unity of P o ­
land w ill be u tterly  destroyed. So w ill the entire P olish  intel­
ligentsia. T h e Joint D istribution  Com m ittee is active, but ill-sup­
plied w ith  funds. To send m oney to W arsaw  is im practicable be­
cause the official exchange rate  for the dollar is only 3-5 zlotys, 
though the real va lu e  of the dollar is from  60 to 100 zlotys and 
even  m ore. T hen again, anyone w ho receives m oney from  abroad 
is com pelled to turn  it over to the G erm ans the v e ry  sam e day. 
Funds sent to the Joint D istribution  Com m ittee w ould  share the 
sam e fate. It is th erefore b etter to send foodstuffs and clothing, 
though th ere  can be no certain ty  th at even  these w ould  reach  
the Jew s. M edical supplies sent to the Jew ish  C om m unity C ou n ­
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c il of W arsaw  after a rep resen tative of the International R ed  
C ross at G en eva  had conferred  w ith  the Council, w ere  appropriat­
ed  b y  the G erm ans. Still, it seem s lik e ly  that shipm ents of food 
•and clothing w ou ld  not be confiscated.
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B. T H E  S IT U A T IO N  IN  W A R S A W

R eport of M. K erner,

Member of the Municipal Council of Warsaw and former 
member of the Polish Senate.

Im m ediately upon the outbreak of w ar, a Jew ish  com m ittee 
w as form ed to aid in the defense of the State. T his com m ittee 
w as elected  b y  represen tatives of forty-eigh t Jew ish  institutions 
w ho w e re  convened b y  the Jew ish  C om m un ity C ou n cil of W ar­
saw. B y  Septem ber 4, 1939, th e com m ittee had a lread y  disinte­
grated  because m an y of its m em bers had fled  from  the city. T h e 
Jew ish  com m unity of W arsaw  w as thus le ft w ith ou t an y  official 
body authorized to speak in its behalf. A  fe w  days later a Jew ish  
com m ittee fo r  civilian  affairs w as form ed, w ith  m yself as chair­
man. T h e functions of this com m ittee w e re  to re liev e  distress, 
provide legal aid, and represent the Jew ish  population of W arsaw  
vis-a-vis the Polish  authorities. A  co-ordinating com m ittee of rep ­
resen tatives of the Jew ish  social and philanthropic institutions of 
W arsaw  w as organized at the sam e tim e, w h ich  distributed  food 
and clothing and provided m edical treatm ent for the w ounded. 
T he Jew ish  civilian  com m ittee becam e the suprem e represen tative 
body of the Jew s of W arsaw , and w as recognized  as such  even  b y  
the m em bers of the Jew ish  C om m un ity C ou n cil w ho still rem ain­
ed in the city.

A  Polish  civilian  com m ittee had been form ed on w h ich  the 
Jew s w e re  not represented. T h e Jew ish  civilian  com m ittee re ­
quested the authorities to arran ge for its representation on the 
Polish  civilian  com m ittee, b u t this w as refused. W hen a citizens’ 
m ilitia w as organized, m an y J ew s enlisted. T h e Jew ish  civilian  
com m ittee then asked the m ilitary  govern or of W arsaw  to include 
J ew s in the com mand of the citizens’ m ilitia. T h e  re p ly  w as fa­
vorable, but nothing w as done.

O w in g to the continuous air raids over W arsaw , it w as alm ost 
im possible to hold m eetings of th e com m ittee. O ften  the build ing 
in  w hich  it m et on one day w as destroyed b y  the next. T h e  com ­
m ittee n atu ra lly  had v e ry  great d ifficu lty  in functioning under the 
circum stances. Its lega l aid departm ent, w h ich  w as headed b y
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M r. H artglas, had a lread y  begu n  its w o rk  w hen it w as forced  to 
stop b y  the destruction of its offices.

S u ch  w as the situation in  W arsaw  during the siege. A fte r  
the G erm ans entered  the city, everyth in g  stopped. A ll  public ac­
tivities, w h eth er Jew ish  or Polish, w ere  paralyzed.

O n O ctober 4, w h ile  the Jew ish  civilian  com m ittee w as in 
session in the C om m un ity B uild ing, G estapo agents forced  the 
locked  door of the m eeting-room . B ran dishing th eir w hips, th ey  
ordered the m em bers out of the building, and proceeded to m ake 
a thorough search  of e v e ry  room. T h e sum  of 97,000 zlotys w as 
abstracted  from  the C om m un ity ’s safe b y  G estapo officers. M r. 
T ch arn iakoff, the C hairm an of the C om m unity Council, w as sum ­
m oned to the G estapo h eadquarters and instructed  to appoint a 
council of tw en ty-fo u r m em bers to adm inister the Jew ish  com ­
m unal affairs. A m on g those appointed w ere  represen tatives of 
the Jew ish  parties and institutions.

The first task  im posed upon the n e w ly  constituted C ouncil 
w as to tak e  a census of the Jew ish  population of W arsaw . T h e 
order w as accom panied b y  a threat that the lives of a ll the m em ­
bers of the C ou n cil w ou ld  be forfeit in  the event of non-com pli­
ance. A  tim e-lim it of ten days w as fixed . T h e w o rk  w as planned 
and carried  out v e ry  efficien tly , as even  the N azi authorities ad­
m itted. H undreds of youn g people acted  as enum erators. The 
census show ed that the Jew ish  com m unity of W arsaw  at that tim e 
counted 364,000 souls.

N e x t the C ou n cil w as req u ired  to tak e  a special census of 
Jew s in the professions, —  law yers, engineers, physicians, journ al­
ists, etc. A p a rt from  these censuses, the C ou n cil w as forbidden 
to engage in a n y  a ctiv ity  w h atever. Im m ediately  a fter the occu­
pation, a ll the departm ents of th e Jew ish  C om m un ity O rganiza­
tion, w ith  the excep tion  of th at in  charge of burials, w ere  closed 
b y  order of the G erm an authorities. A fte r  m uch petitioning, the 
secretariat w as allow ed  to  resum e its w ork. S till m ore petition­
in g  w as requ ired  before the social serv ice  departm ent w as given 
perm ission to function. W hen C om m un ity represen tatives asked 
the authorities how  the social services could be financed, seeing
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A t  fo r c e d  l a b o r .

th at th ey  w ere  not perm itted  to collect the com m unal taxes, the 
rep ly  w as that th ey  did h ave one source of incom e : the cem etery  !

A s  soon as the G erm ans entered  W arsaw  th ey  began to seize 
J ew s in  the streets and in their hom es for forced  labor. O ld and 
young, sick  and w ell, w ere  abducted indiscrim inately. Jew s 
dared not ven tu re  out of doors fo r  fear of the forced  labor, w hich  
w as accom panied b y  insults, blow s, and dan ger to life  itself. The 
C ou n cil offered  to provide a certain  num ber of Jew ish  laborers 
d a ily  if only the indiscrim inate abductions w e re  stopped. The 
proposal w as accepted. T h e C ou n cil paid the volun teers a d aily  
w age w hich  w as m ore or less in  keepin g w ith  the prices of essen­
tia l com modities. B u t the authorities ordered this w age to be 
reduced to th ree and then to tw o and a h alf zlotys a day. On 
som e days over tw o thousand Jew ish  laborers w ere  provided b y  
the Council. T he kidnappings w ent on, nevertheless. Som e of 
those abducted for forced  labor w ere beaten, and a num ber w ere 
shot.

The C o u n cil’s third  task w as connected w ith  the G hetto  edict. 
U p  to the d ay  w hen this edict w as issued, the appointm ent of the
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tw en ty-fo u r m em bers of the C ou n cil had not been ratified  b y  th e  
authorities ; b u t on that d ay  the C ou n cil w as ordered to convene 
a ll its m em bers and th eir deputies. O n ly  ten  of the tw en ty-fo u r 
deputies attended the m eeting, w h ich  w as held  in  the C om m un ity 
B uild ing. A n  o fficer and severa l sergeants of the G estapo lined 
up a ll present in  tw o row s —  the m em bers on the righ t and th e 
deputies on the left. W hen fourteen  deputies w ere  found to be 
absent, the C ou n cil w as ordered to produce fou rteen  other depu­
ties in the m eeting-room  w ith in  tw en ty  m inutes, and inform ed 
that the least d e la y  w ould  in vo lve  the death pen alty. S in ce th e 
tim e-lim it w as so short and com m unication w ith  other parts o f 
the c ity  still d ifficu lt, it  w as decided to  appoint a ll w ho happened 
to be in  the build ing at the tim e and a fe w  passersby. T h e fou r­
teen m en w ere, in  fact, assem bled w ith in  a fe w  m inutes. A  q u ar­
te r  of an h our a fter  issuing his ultim atum , th e officer re-entered  
the room, holding his w atch  in  his hand, and rem inded the as­
sem b ly th at on ly  fiv e  m ore m inutes rem ained at their disposal. 
W hen the tim e-lim it had expired, he read  off the nam es in th e 
list to m ake certain  that a ll the designated persons w ere  present.

H aving settled  the m atter of the deputies to his satisfaction, 
the officer took a m ap of W arsaw  out of his pocket and inform ed 
th e C ou n cil that, b y  order of th e authorities, a ll Jew s liv in g out­
side the area  designated fo r a Jew ish  pale of settlem ent w ould 
h ave  to leave th eir present quarters. To ensure com pliance w ith  
the edict, the tw en ty-fo u r deputies w ou ld  be detained as hostages. 
T h e w ords w ere  no sooner u ttered  than soldiers en tered the room , 
led out the tw en ty-fo u r deputies, and carted  them  off to prison, 
beating them  m ercilessly  on th e w ay.

T h e C ou n cil then exam in ed the m ap of the proposed G hetto 
and found the p lan  to be w h o lly  im practicable. O ne hundred 
and s ix ty  thousand additional Jew ish  fam ilies and th eir  house­
hold effects could  not p ossib ly  be crow ded into an a lread y  con­
gested district. M oreover, a typhoid  epidem ic w as raging in  the 
c ity  at the tim e. M an y of the Jew ish  institutions (hospital, cem e­
tery, etc.) w e re  situated  in  districts to w hich  the J ew s w ere  denied 
access under the G hetto  plan. W hen these d ifficu lties w ere point­

24



ed out to the G estapo officer, h e replied  that he had m erely  car­
ried out his orders, and advised  them  to apply to the com mandant. 
T h e C ou n cil thereupon appealed to the G erm an general-in-chief, 
th e  ch ief m edical o fficer of the G erm an forces, the P olish  civilian  
com m ittee, and the m ayor. T h e chief m edical o fficer declared  
that the order had been g iven  as a m eans of checkin g the epidem ­
ic : the Jew s w ere  so d irty  that th ey  had to be isolated. T h e 
Polish m ayor, how ever, w as sym pathetic and helpful. T hanks to 
a ll these efforts, no steps w e re  taken  to enforce the G hetto  edict, 
and the hostages w ere  released after fou r days in  prison. W hether 
the G hetto  plan has been abandoned or m erely  left in  ab ey­
ance, it  is im possible to say. Som e people th in k  it w ill be given 
effect in  the spring.

O n the heels of the G hetto  a ffa ir  cam e a h orrib le tragedy. 
O ne d ay  w hen  tw o P olish  constables cam e to search the prem ises 
of a youn g Jew ish  dealer in stolen goods ( a notorious crim in al), 
he d rew  his revo lver  and fired, k illin g  one of th e m en and w ound­
ing the other. T w o days la ter  G estapo m en surrounded the b uild­
ing w h ere this had occurred  (9 N a levk i Street, W a rsaw ), and 
arrested  not only a ll the Jew ish  m en w ho liv ed  in the house, but 
a ll other Jew s w ho happened to be there at the tim e. O n the 
m orning of the third  d ay  all the prisoners, fifty-th ree  in num ber, 
w ere  shot. Just before the execution, the m en w ere  d ivided  into 
■three groups, and each group w as obliged to d ig  a g rave  fo r  its 
predecessors and to b u ry  them . (The th ird  group w as b uried  by 
the G e rm an s). T h e story  of w h at had happened w as not dis­
closed im m ediately. W hen the C hairm an of the C ou ncil w en t to 
th e G estapo to ask perm ission to su p p ly  the prisoners w ith  food, 
he w as told that th eir w hereabouts could be revealed  only  tw o 
days later, though the m en w ere  then dead and buried. The 
tru th  cam e out only a  w e ek  after the m assacre.

A  collective fin e of 300,000 zlotys w as im posed upon the J ew ­
ish  com m unity of W arsaw  because a J e w  had k illed  a P olish  con­
stable. T o raise so large a sum  in W arsaw  at such a tim e w ithin 
the allotted tw o-day lim it appeared im possible. W hen a ll efforts 
to  secure a reduction of the fine had failed, the C ou n cil decided
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to p ay  p art of the 300,000 zlotys in cash and the rem ainder in 
checks draw n against Jew ish  fun ds deposited in  the banks. T he 
authorities at first agreed, but changed th eir  m inds at the last 
m om ent and dem anded paym en t of the w hole sum  in  cash. The 
dem and w as reinforced  w ith  a threat that otherw ise fiv e  rabbis 
and fiv e  m em bers of the C ou ncil w ould  be detained as hostages. 
The m oney w as found som ehow, and the danger averted.

N ow  a fresh  b low  fell. T he m unicipal authorities of W arsaw  
received  orders to discontinue th eir grants to the Jew ish  institu­
tions. T h e  w hole responsibility fo r  the m aintenance of the J e w ­
ish  hospitals and other institutions w as forced  upon the Jew ish 
C om m un ity O rganization at a tim e w h en  its resources fe ll far 
short of the 6,000,000 or 7,000,000 zlotys required  for th eir com ­
bined annual budgets. T h e Jew ish  hospital w as in difficulties 
even  before the subsidy w as w ithdraw n. T h e sum s received  from  
the m unicipality  w ere  so m eagre that the hospital w as short of 
foodstuffs and m edical supplies. S alaries w ere  in  arrears, and 
only tw en ty  of the staff of a hundred and fo rty  rem ained at th eir 
posts. A t  the m om ent the order w as given, there w ere  1,900 pa­
tients in the hospital, of w hom  1,200 w e re  typhoid cases. Those 
for w hom  no beds w ere availab le  la y  on the floor or w h erever 
room  could be found for them. M an y of the physicians had been 
drafted  for arm y service, and the few  w ho rem ained w ere  on the 
point of collapse from  overw ork. A fte r  m uch urging, the G erm an 
authorities agreed to postpone the transfer of the hospital until 
the end of D ecem ber. T w o  days later the decision w as reversed. 
Conditions in  the hospital w e re  appalling. T h ere w ere  no provi­
sions or m edical supplies on hand, and it w as not even  possible to 
m ake the n ecessary tests for the typhoid cases. T h e G erm ans had 
cleared  all the supplies, including tinned m ilk, out of the hospital 
store-room s. T h e C ou n cil w as sum m oned to the hospital so that 
the transfer m ight be m ade. T h e m edical superintendent w as 
arrested, and the other physicians w e re  detained in the hospital 
and forbidden to com m unicate w ith  th eir  fam ilies. A  com m ittee 
w as appointed to deal w ith  the problem . N o w ords can describe 
the g ra v ity  of the situation. A  sum  of 2,000 zlotys w as needed fo r
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elem en tary  necessities. T h e C ou n cil secured  this sum  and sent it 
to the hospital. T hereupon G estapo agents cam e and confiscated 
the m oney.

T h e Jew ish  C om m un ity B u ild in g escaped a ll dam age during 
the siege. S e vera l bom bs fe ll upon the G reat Synagogue, d estroy­
ing the roof and part of the interior. T he tw o largest room s of the 
L ib ra ry  of Judaica  w e re  w recked. A ll  the books w e re  rem oved 
from  this L ib ra ry  b y  the G erm ans and shipped out of the city. 
T h e offices of the K e re n  H ayesod, K e re n  K ayem eth , and the 
Palestin e B u reau  w ere  destroyed b y  fire. A  part of the Jew ish  
hospital w as dem olished.

R itu al slau gh ter of cattle  has been prohibited. C arcasses of 
horses k illed  during the bom bardm ent w ere  cut up and eaten b y  
fam ished people. Jew s are not perm itted  to tra v e l in fast trains. 
T h e largest syn agogue in  the P rag a  q u arter of W arsaw  w as invaded 
during services b y  G erm ans, w ho ordered R abbi S ilberstein  and 
the w hole congregation to go out in to the street and dance in 
th eir  p rayer shaw ls if th ey  did not w an t to be shot.

In  order to illu strate the attitude of the Polish  intelligentsia 
tow ard the Jew s, I shall re late  severa l incidents. W hen I m et a 
Polish gentlem an, an ex-m ayor of W arsaw , in  the street one d ay  
he assured m e of his profound sym path y w ith  the Jew s in  their 
trials. H e is seven ty-seven  years of age, and him self lives in  fear 
of the G erm ans. C oun t L iu bom irsky, the on ly  P ole  for w hom  
the G erm ans h ave an y  respect, d isplayed  a great deal of interest 
in the G hetto  problem  w hen I called  on him.

W ith a single exception  the professors of the U n iversity  of 
W arsaw  agreed  to g iv e  certificates to th eir Jew ish  students, so 
that the youn g people need not lose credit fo r tim e a lread y  spent 
on th eir studies. T h e one w ho refused  w as the dean of the m edi­
cal facu lty , w ho had declared  h im self a “ V olksd eu tsch er.”  O ne 
professor cam e to see m e the d ay  before I left W arsaw , and asked 
how  he could get into touch w ith  Jew ish  circles.

W hen D r. F ra n ck  w as appointed G overn or-G en eral of the oc­
cupied territory, he issued a proclam ation containing all sorts of
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contem ptuous referen ces to the Poles. Copies of this proclam a­
tion, w hich  w ere  posted in  the streets, w e re  p resen tly  p lastered  
w ith  m im eographed slips of p aper containing an eq u a lly  con­
tem ptuous retort. W hen P olish  ladies began to appear in  public 
in the com pany of G erm an officers, n ew  m im eographed slips o f 
paper w e re  posted up in  w h ich  these ladies w e re  assured that 
there w as still room  for them  in  the brothels.

R eports are  cu rren t th at th ere are some Jew s in the service 
of the G estapo. O ften  tw o  Jew s w alk in g  together in the streets 
are  stopped b y  a G erm an and questioned sep arate ly  as to the topic 
of th eir conversation. If the replies do not coincide, both a re  
arrested.
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II. E A S T E R N  G A L IC I A .
T H E  S IT U A T IO N  O F  T H E  J E W S  IN  G E N E R A L  A N D  O F  T H E  
H A L U T Z  M O V E M E N T  IN  P A R T I C U L A R  IM M E D IA T E L Y  
A F T E R  T H E  R U S S IA N  O C C U P A T IO N  IN  S E P T E M B E R  1939.

Report of M r. H e l l m a n n ,

Representative of Hehalutz

T he en try  of the R ussian troops into E astern  G alic ia  w as 
w elcom ed b y  both the P oles and the Jew s for the obvious reason 
that as b etw een  a B olsh evist and a N azi invasion, the form er w as 
m uch to be p referred. T he Jew s, in particular, had reason to fee l 
re liev ed  at having escaped the horrors of a N azi regim e.

N o attem pt w as m ade to set up a represen tative Jew ish  body 
in  the R ussian zone of occupation. A ll  the Jew ish  organizations, 
including the com m unity councils, h ave ceased to function. T h e 
leaders do not act as spokesm en even  in their personal capacity. 
W hen some m em bers of H ehalutz w ere  arrested, not a single la w ­
y e r  w ould  u n d ertake to conduct th eir defense. (People are  as 
terrified  as a ll t h a t !).

T h ere has been no ban on the Zionist m ovem ent or on any 
other Jew ish  organization. N evertheless, it w as deem ed im pera­
tiv e  to disband a ll the Zionist organizations (officially, at least) 
im m ediately  a fter the en try  of the R ed  troops.

T h e H ebrew  schools of the T arb u th  system  w ere  ordered b y  
the authorities to substitute Y id d ish  for H ebrew  as th eir m edium  
of instruction. T h e schools w ere  opened, and all the teachers and 
headm asters w ere  retained at th eir posts, b u t on ly  because Y id ­
dish w as adopted. Som e schools m ade the change w ithout even 
w aitin g  fo r  the order.

W hen the H alutz leaders re-assem bled in the R ussian zone 
of occupation, it w as decided to send as m any m em bers as pos­
sible to V iln a  and to the seaports w ith  a v ie w  to expeditin g their 
tran sfer to Palestin e. Zionist leaders from  a ll parts of Poland 
m ade th eir w a y  to V iln a  as soon as it w as kn ow n  that the c ity  
w as to be restored  to L ith uan ia. T his w as not, how ever, a mass 
m ovem ent. A  fortn ight elapsed b etw een  the announcem ent of
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th e transfer of V iln a  and the occupation of the c ity  b y  L ith u a ­
nian troops, b u t people w e re  afraid  to go th ere  because of the 
m ass arrests th en  being m ade. (M em bers of the B u n d  w e re  the 
chief v ictim s). A fte r  the boundary lines w ere  fixed , the frontier 
w as closed again, so that the refu gees w ere  excluded.

T he concentration of H alutzim  in  V iln a  is still continuing, b u t 
under in creasin gly  d ifficu lt circum stances. M an y H alutzim  w h o  
cam e to G alic ia  from  the G erm an-occupied territo ry  w e re  sent 
on to V iln a. In the tran sfer of H alutzim  to seaports, th ere is not 
m uch progress to report. T h e w o rk  is v e ry  com plicated and dan­
gerous, and involves the risk  of arrest. M an y H alutzim  h ave tried  
to get into Rum ania, but only a fe w  h ave  succeeded. Som e are 
missing. T h ey  m ay be in  prison or th ey  m ay n o t ; no one know s. 
W hen passing through R um ania on m y w a y  to P alestine, I m ade 
inquiries, but could find no trace of them . It is reported  from  
severa l sources that an order w as g iven  to seize a ll refu gees and 
to hand them  o ver to the frontier guards. I w as told  that those 
arrested  at the R um anian fron tier w e re  k ep t in prison fo r  about 
a m onth, and that th eir release w as then secured  w ith  lega l aid.

T hough illegal, the H alutz m ovem ent still continues in G a li­
cia. H anoar H azioni and H ashom er H atzair are  the m ost active  
groups. T h e w o rk  is done in  v e ry  harassing circum stances. W e 
had only a sm all num ber of youn g people to begin  w ith , but m ore 
and m ore are joining. T h e H alutz organizations even  m anaged to 
hold a general conference, w h ich  w as attended b y  delegates from  
all the districts. O ne of the m ajor resolutions called for the trans­
fe r  of H alutzim  to P alestin e under an y  and a ll conditions. The 
H achsharah (training) groups w e re  not ordered to disband, but 
w e  vo lu n tarily  closed the camps, know in g th at the w o rk  w as a l­
low ed to go on only so that the authorities m ight use it as a source 
of inform ation about developm ents in the H alutz ran ks and in 
Zionism  generally.

T h e m asses in E astern G alic ia  are v e ry  Zionistic, and eagerly  
fo llow  developm ents in  P alestine. W hile I w as there, it  w as ru ­
m ored that a Jew ish  S tate had been established on both sides of 
the Jordan, and I m yself w as alm ost inclined to believe it. T w o
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Jew ish  refugees testified  th at th ey  them selves had heard  the new s 
in  a radio broadcast. Soon, how ever, reliab le  reports from  P ales­
tin e reached  us v ia  V iln a. C ircu lars w e re  printed  at once and 
distributed  in a ll the sm aller com m unities. F rom  that d ay  the 
rum ors ceased.

T h ere  w ere  no mass arrests of Zionists in L vo v. Prof. Schorr 
and Dr. Som m erstein w e re  arrested  there, b u t not in connection 
w ith  th eir Zionist activities. Prof. S ch orr w as arrested  fo r  h a v­
ing been a m em ber of the Polish  Senate, and D r. Som m erstein 
fo r  havin g been a m em ber of the Polish  Sejm . M an y Zionists 
w ere, how ever, arrested  in  the p rovin cial tow ns for reasons that 
varied  in e v e ry  locality. Som e of the arrests w ere  m ade to satisfy  
the personal grudges of the constables. M em bers of the B u n d  and 
of the P olish  Socialist P a r ty  w ere  also arrested. T h e  H ebrew  
lan guage is banned.

T h e econom ic situation in the R ussian-occupied territo ry  is 
v e ry  serious. P riv a te  tradin g has been prohibited. Som e govern ­
m ent co-operatives h ave been opened, b u t not enough for the 
needs of the population. It is believed  that, in the circum stances, 
som e Jew s w ill retu rn  to the G erm an-occupied zo n e ; b u t so far 
m ultitudes h ave stream ed to the R ussian-occupied territory. D u r­
ing the ea rly  w eeks of the occupation, a ll w ho w ished w ere  a l­
low ed  to cross from  the G erm an into the R ussian zone, but now  
th e fron tier is closed. N evertheless, Jew ish  refu gees continue to 
come. It is estim ated that th ere are  about 2,000,000 refugees, of 
w hom  600,000 are Jew s. B u t I cannot vouch  fo r  these figures.

T h e  S o viet authorities a re  read y  to provide w o rk  fo r  the re­
fugees, and even  force them  to w ork, but only on condition that 
th ey  do not rem ain in  the occupied territory  and go to Russia. 
B y  saying that the refugees are  forced  to w ork, I m ean that all 
sorts of d ifficu lties are  m ade for those w ho rem ain in  the occupied 
territo ry  a fter th ey  h ave registered  for em ploym ent, as a ll are 
req u ired  to do. A t  first m an y refugees did go to R ussia. I m et 
som e w ho had a lread y  return ed  from  the D on Basin.

A partm en ts are  scarce, and liv ing quarters are allotted  b y  the 
authorities. Furn ished  apartm ents are  confiscated and used to
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house hom eless people. E v e ry  fam ily  is com pelled to tak e  in 
severa l lodgers. Accom m odations w e re  also provided  fo r  R ussian 
officials w ho cam e to G alicia  w ith  th eir fam ilies.

A ll  the factories are in  operation. T h e pre-w ar em ployees 
h ave  been kept at w o rk  and a certain  num ber of n ew  hands h ave  
been tak en  on. W ages h ave not been adjusted  to  the cost of liv ­
ing, w h ich  has risen  b y  severa l h undred p er cent.

In order to b u y  provisions one m ust stand in  a long queue, 
since too fe w  co-operative shops w e re  opened to  replace the p ri­
vate  ones. T he U krain ian  co-operatives h ave  been allow ed  to go on 
w ith  th eir  w ork. T h e peasants bring th eir  produce to these co­
operatives, from  w h ich  it is distributed  to  the governm ent shops. 
T h e Jew ish  co-operative shops h ave also been taken  over b y  th e 
governm ent.

T h ere is no overt anti-Sem itism . U k rain ian  officials are  n ow  
found in all the governm ent departm ents, b u t m any Jew s h ave 
also been appointed. A l l  econom ic enterprises are adm inistered 
b y  Soviet officials. T h e m inor post-office and m unicipal officials 
h ave  been retained, b u t w o rk  under R ussian  superiors. In  W hite 
R ussia a considerable num ber of Jew s are  em ployed in the gov­
ernm ent services. T he Poles are v e ry  hostile tow ard  the Jew s, 
and do not fa il to g ive  ven t to th eir feelin gs w h en  certain  that the 
m atter w ill not com e to the notice of the authorities. Som e Jew s 
have been assaulted. W hen the w ord “ Z h id ” (a term  of oppro­
brium  fo r  the Jew s) is used in the hearin g of anyone in  authority, 
the sp eaker is prom ptly  rem inded that he is liab le  to th ree m onths’ 
im prisonm ent. T h e excu se that “ Z h id ” is a com mon P olish  w ord 
is not accepted. T he U krainians and the W hite R ussians are not 
openly anti-Sem itic. T h at is not to say th at th ey  cherish  no such 
sentim ents ; b u t th ey  do refrain  from  show ing them . T he peas­
ants are satisfied w ith  the n ew  regim e, w h ich  has d ivided  up th e 
large estates and allotted the land to them . T h e U krainians w e re  
v e ry  hostile tow ard the P oles during the ea rly  stages of the oc­
cupation, and perpetrated  various acts of revenge.

W hen I am  asked w h eth er it is still possible to ca rry  on Zion­
ist w ork  in  E astern  G alicia, I answ er w ith  a decided affirm ative.
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T h e resu lts of tw en ty  years of Zionist educational propaganda 
and of H eb rew  school instruction  cannot be destroyed  at one 
stroke. I h ave  been told  of H eb rew  school pupils w ho cried  w h en  
th e y  had to ta k e  dow n B ia lik ’s p icture. O n H an u kk ah  children  
distributed  circu lars containing a rem in der of the festiv a l and an 
a p p e a l: “ R em em ber Y o u r  O w n  P e o p le !”  In  som e localities 
Zionist gatherings w e re  arran ged  b y  pupils of the T arb u th  schools. 
T h ese are our Zionist reserves.
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III. JEW ISH REFUGEES FROM POLAND IN RUMANIA.

R ep ort of A . R e is s ,

Chairman of Central Palestine Bureau of Warsaw.

T h e P olish  Jew s w h o  fle d  to  R um an ia  are  b etter off, in  th e 
m aterial sense especially, than those w ho rem ained in  the oc­
cupied territories. A n  im m ense concourse of refu gees w ho 
stream ed from  P olan d  tow ard  R um ania reached  the fron tier b e­
tw een  Septem ber 12 and 15, only to  fin d  th e w a y  barred. T o  
m ake m atters w orse, the P olish  authorities, w ho w e re  still fu n c­
tioning at th is tim e, denied Jew ish  refu gees access to  the P o lish  
fron tier tow ns of Z a leszczyk i and K u ty . W hen m asses of 
fleein g  P olish  troops reached  the R um anian fron tier b etw een  S ep ­
tem ber 17 and 20, how ever, the fron tier had to be re-opened, and 
about 1,200 or 1,300 Jew s en tered  R um ania in  the com pany of 
P olish  officials and other P olish  civilians. (Just then it  w as learn ­
ed that the R ussians had occupied G alicia, and m an y G alic ian  
Jew s w en t b ack  to th e ir  hom es). T h ere  w e re  about 10,000 or
12,000 Jew ish  physicians, officers, and p rivates am ong the P olish  
troops. T h e num ber of P olish  troops in  R um ania is about 40,000. 
D u rin g  the first fe w  w e ek s of th e fligh t from  P olan d  Jew ish  
refu gees crossed the border daily, but since the latter p art of O c­
tob er no m ore are  perm itted  to enter. T hose w h o  get in  ille g a lly  
p a y  20,000 lei and even  m ore. A  great deal could  h a ve  been a c­
com plished at the beginning had th ere  been som eone to organize 
th e w o rk  on the R um an ian side of the frontier. In  recen t w e ek s 
a change for the w orse is eviden t in  the attitude of th e R um an ian 
officials, w h ich  is no doubt due to G erm an  propaganda.

T h e P olish  refu gees are  v e ry  hostile tow ard  th eir  Jew ish  
com panions in m isery, show ing such v iru len t anti-Sem itism  as 
p reva iled  in  P olan d  o n ly  durin g the m onths of se vere  tension. 
O ne incident w ill  su ffice  to illu strate  th is attitude. W hen a grou p  
of h u n g ry  and w e t P olish  refu gees reached  C zern ow itz, th e y  w e re  
offered  bread  and m ilk  or coffee b y  Jew s. T h e  refu gees in q u ired  
w h eth er th is w as Jew ish  food. W h en  g iven  an  affirm ative rep ly , 
th ey  refu sed  to eat, saying, “ W e shall tak e  nothing from  Jew s !”
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T his is the gen eral attitude. A  P olish  justice  of the high court 
asserted in  m y hearin g that the R ussians had en tered  Poland on 
the in vitation  of the Jew s. W hen I protested  to those in charge 
of th e P olish  m igration, th e y  said, “ Y o u  needn ’t w onder. W e have 
our ow n argum ents. T h e conduct of the G alic ian  J ew s still re­
m ains to be discussed.” I  argu ed  the m atter w ith  them  at length. 
I  shall not go into details, but this is a situation  th at should be 
k ep t in  mind.

D u rin g  the latter part of D ecem ber some th irty  or fo rty  Jew s 
straggled  in d aily  from  Poland. Som e cam e in  organized  groups. 
A t  tim es th ere w e re  conflicts b etw een  the R ussian  fron tier guards 
and refu gees w ho tried  to sm uggle them selves into R um ania. T h e 
you n g people m ade desperate efforts to cross the frontier, and 
se vera l groups of them  are  said to be m issing. M an y people w e re  
k illed  at the frontier. T h e R ussians shot even  at w om en and 
children. A fte r  the fron tier w as closed, the R um anians arrested  
only H alutzim . A b o u t fo rty  H alutzim  and H alutzoth  w ere  in 
prison at the tim e I le ft R um ania.

T h e attitude of the R um anians tow ard the J ew s has stiffened 
under G erm an pressure. O ne of the effects is increased d ifficu lty  
in gettin g  perm ission to leav e  R um ania. N o refu gee is allow ed 
to  leave  w ith ou t undergoing the scru tin y  of a m ilitary  com m ittee 
w h ich  decides w h eth er h e is fit  fo r  m ilitary  service.

R eports w h ich  h ave  reached  m e from  E astern  G alic ia  indicate 
th at w h en  the R ussians cam e in, th ey  tried  to w in  the good w ill 
of the w hole population (U krainian s, Jew s, and P o le s ) . T his ef­
fo rt led  some w ell-kn ow n  P olish  w riters to favo r the Soviet 
regim e. H ere w e  also h ave  the reason w h y  the R ussian  author­
ities did not im m ediately  la y  hands on the econom ic stru ctu re  of 
the cou n try  apart from  nationalizing the land (w hich  w as car­
ried  out p ro m p tly ). T h eir  first proclam ation assured the peoples 
of E astern  G alic ia  that a ll w ould  b e a llow ed  to go on w ith  th eir 
w ork. In  some factories the proprietors w ere  retained  as m an­
agers. W hen m an ufacturers w e re  arrested, it w as only because of 
controversies w ith  th eir w orkingm en. T h e  sam e len ien cy  w as 
show n in  regard  to com m erce.' T rad e w as n e ver so flourish ing as
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in  the ea rly  w eek s of the R ussian  occupation. A ll  the streets 
w e re  crow ded w ith  counters and  ham pers. B u t this k ind  of trad ­
ing did not go on fo r long, since it w as only a d evice  adopted b y  
the authorities to clear the shops of th eir m erchandise. Since 
shopkeepers w e re  not perm itted  to replenish  their stocks, th ey  
soon had to close th eir doors. P riv ate  tradin g w as replaced  b y  
co-operative shops, the U krain ian  consum ers’ co-operatives serv­
ing as the nucleus of the system . T h e co-operative shops p re­
em pted the best locations in  L vo v . N ationalization of the factories 

follow ed.
T here a re  m an y Jew s in  the govern m ent service, and partic­

u la r ly  in the m ilitia. T h is is on ly  natural, since the Jew s form  
th e m ajority  of the population in  quite a  fe w  cities and tow ns. 
T h e P oles are not trusted, and the proportion of U krainians in  
th e population does not exceed  20% or 25% . In  the circum ­
stances it w as p ractica lly  in evitable that the Jew s should consti­
tu te  about 70% of the m ilitia. T h e w idespread unem ploym ent,

In returning this card to Rumania because the present whereabouts of the 
addressee are unknown, a Nazi postoffice in Poland spitefully notes that 

he is a “Jude” (Jew ).
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w h ich  w as m ost m arked  am ong the Jew s, w as also a contributing 
factor. J ew s hold on ly  m inor posts in th e civ il adm inistration. 
T h e h igher posts go to  the U krainians. W h eth er this is done b y  
agreem ent b etw een  the parties is not c le a r ; b u t th e fa ct is that 
w hen  th e P oles becam e reconciled  to the S o viet regim e, th eir 
leaders w ent into the serv ice  of the governm ent. In P rzem ysl 
and L v o v  th ey  did so in order to p reven t the Jew s from  becom ing 
too in flu en tial in  the S o viet adm inistration. T h ere  are  v e ry  fe w  
Jew ish  m ayors in E astern  G alicia. E ven  in  a c ity  lik e  K olom ea, 
w h ere the population is 70% Jew ish , the m ayor is an U krainian. 
T h e  Jew s of L v o v  n ow  h ave re la tiv e ly  fe w e r  represen tatives than 
under the P olish  regim e. I understand th at th ere  are only  tw o 
J ew ish  m em bers in  the national council of S oviets w h ich  w as 
elected  in  E astern  G alicia. T h ou gh  the S o viet elections w ere  
w id e ly  advertised, not m any people took p art in  them . (G o vern ­
m ent officials w e re  obliged to ).
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IV. THE JEW ISH REFUGEES FROM POLAND IN
HUNGARY AND SLOVAKIA.

A . R eport of S. L ip s k y ,

Representative of Hehalutz in Hungary.

I returned  to H un gary im m ediately after the Zionist C on ­
gress. A  few  days later Jew ish  refu gees w ere  m assed on the 
H ungarian frontier, but w ere  not perm itted to cross. W hen, how ­
ever, 50,000 or 60,000 arm ed Polish  troops w ere  adm itted to H un­
gary, severa l thousand Jew s cam e in  w ith  them.

T h e Polish  troops are  interned in  n in ety  camps, to w hich 
all access is denied. It is therefore not possible to ascertain  how  
m any Jew ish  soldiers are  in the camps. T h e Jew ish  soldiers are 
said to be v e ry  h arsh ly  treated  b y  th eir P olish  com rades, and to 
b e assigned to the hardest tasks. M an y Jew s consequently en­
rolled  as non-Jew s (w hich  m akes it even  m ore d ifficu lt to find 
out how  m any there are am ong the interned Polish  tro o p s). Som e 
o f the Jew ish  soldiers h ave escaped from  the camps.

T h ere  are now  about 500 Jew ish  refugees in B udapest. M any 
Jew s fled  from  E astern  G alic ia  to C arpatho-R ussia, and from  
th ere  m ade th eir w a y  to B udapest. T h ere a re  m an y Zionists and 
m em bers of the various H alutz organizations am ong the refugees.

A s  soon as refugees appeared in H ungary, a re lie f com m ittee 
w as form ed, in w hich  the Zionist O rganization takes the leading 
part. T h e Jew ish  C om m un ity C ou n cil of B udapest and the H IC E M  
S o cie ty  are  also v e ry  active  in  re liev in g  the refugees. T h e Joint 
D istribution  Com m ittee allow s them  20 pengo a w e ek  per capita, 
w h ich  is sufficient for their m inim al needs. A t  first the refugees 
rented  room s w h erever th ey  chose. L ater, w hen  the police began 
to  h a rry  them , a ll w ere  assem bled under one roof.

T h e Jew ish  refugees w ere  perm itted  to rem ain in H un gary on 
condition that th ey  a ll lived  together and that the Joint D istrib u ­
tion C om m ittee provided for th eir m aintenance. N ow  the H un­
garian  governm ent proposes to send them  b ack  to th eir countries 
o f origin. T h ere  are about 2,000 registered  refugees and m any 
non-registered. T he num ber of Jew s am ong the interned Polish
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troops is u nknow n (as a lread y  m ention ed). A b o u t 3,000 G e r­
m an Jew s h ave  also taken  refu ge  in H un gary. T h e num ber o f 
Jew ish  refugees in H u n gary  is about 15,000, a ll of w hom  are liable 
to deportation. T h e Jew ish  C om m un ity C ou n cil of B udapest has 
succeeded in  securin g annulm ents of m an y orders for deporta­
tions and arrests. T h e C om m u n ity  C ou n cil has also opened a 
hom e fo r  s ix ty  refu gee ch ildren  w hose parents cannot be traced.

R efu gees from  the R ussian-occupied  p art of P oland  report 
th at conditions th ere  are  appalling. T he shops h ave closed down. 
T h e cold  is intense, and no fu e l is to be had. Food and clothing 
are  ex tre m ely  scarce. T h e  authorities can do nothing to help. 
W h atev er the u ltim ate solution of th e problem , th e fact is that a t 
present the econom ic position of the Jew s has been underm ined, 
and th at no w a y  of earning a liv in g  rem ains open to them . H e- 
h alu tz m em bers w h o  h ave  recen tly  com e from  E astern  G alic ia  
say  that instead of bread  the people are  fed  w ith  m eetings w h ere  
th e y  listen to banal speeches and cheers fo r  “ S ta lin  th e d e liv e re r!"

I h ave com e to P alestin e in  beh alf of variou s Jew ish  organiza­
tions of H un gary. A  certain  nu m ber of refu gees m ust b e taken  
out of that country, so that others m ay be a llow ed  to com e in, and 
so that th eir  liv es m ay not becom e insupportable.

T h ere  are  about 1,000 Jew ish  refu gees in  S lovakia. T he posi­
tion  is som ew hat better th ere because th e  youn g people can be 
placed in the H achsharah camps. T h e nu m ber of these youn g 
refu gees is about 350, and em ploym ent has been found for those 
w ho are able to w ork. O ver 1,000 H alutzim  are being trained 
in S lovakia. T h e S lo va k ian  authorities m ake no d ifficu lties fo r  
the Jew ish  refu gees from  Poland.

H u n gry  and ragged  P olish  J ew s often com e to the S lo vak ian  
bord er tow ns, rece iv e  food and clothing from  th e local Jew s, and 
then go b ack  to Poland. S in ce th is im poses too h e a v y  a bu rden  
upon the Jew ish  com m unities of the bord er zone, the Joint D is­
tribution  C om m ittee has u n d ertaken  to re lie v e  them  of a part o f 
it. B u t  the C om m ittee is unable to send funds into S lovakia, b e­
cause it is considered an enem y country. T h e w h o le  Jew ish  popu­
lation of S lo vak ia  is im poverished, h avin g  been d eprived  of a ll
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m eans of livelihood. T h e Jew ish  w elfare  institutions are  there­
fo re  w ithout funds, and can do little  to re lie v e  the refu gees from  
Poland.

A  fortn igh t before I le ft fo r  P alestin e, a Jew ish  delegation 
from  Sosnow itz cam e to B u d ap est and reported  th at 300 Jew ish  
refu gees w e re  about to be sent to D achau. A  respite of several 
w eeks has been secured. T h e Sosnow itz delegation  are  n ow  in 
B ratislava , w h ere  the authorities h ave  granted  them  perm ission 
to set up a cam p on condition that the Join t D istribu tion  C om ­
m ittee w ill be responsible for the m aintenance of the refu gees and 
th at a num ber of refu gees a lread y  in  B ratislava  w ill be taken  
out of the city.

E ffective  w o rk  can still be done in H un gary in behalf of re­
fugees, and fun ds raised  th ere fo r  th eir relief. B u t  the w a r is 
lik e ly  to spread, and th en  H u n gary  w ill be closed to us. E v e ry ­
thing should th erefore be done to tak e  advan tage of the oppor­
tu n ity  as long as it is available. O th erw ise  the position of the 
refu gees w ill becom e intolerable.
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B. Report of Dr. L. F uchs,

Chairman of the Zionist Committee of Wloclawek.

I saw  S o viet troops in T arnopol on Septem ber 17, 1939. T h e  
com pany to w h ich  m y hospital unit w as attached h u rried ly  re­
treated  into H ungary. I kept in  constant touch w ith  L v o v  and 
other localities in E astern  G alicia. D a ily  reports reached us from  
L v o v  that m any people had crossed the border.

M an y of the rum ors then circu lated  w e re  untrue. F o r six  
days —  from  Septem ber 13 to 19 —  before going to H un gary, I 
w as in E astern  G alicia, and can testify  that a ll the Jew s there, 
w ithout exception, show ed a devotion to the Polish  troops that 
w as rea lly  touching. N or did th eir  attitude change w hen th e 
S o viet troops occupied E astern  G alicia. In  H un gary it w as ru ­
m ored that Jew s had sniped at Polish  troops on their w a y  through 
Stan islaw  on Septem ber 18. A s  it happened, I w as in Stan islaw  
that day. I stood in  the m arketplace betw een  fiv e  and six  o’clock 
in  the afternoon, and no one there heard  a single shot fired. B oth  
the P oles and the Jew s of E astern  G alicia  w ere  v e ry  frien d ly  to­
w ard  the Polish  forces. T h e U krainians w e re  not. T h ey  sniped at 
us on the roads and in the villages. Shots w ere  fired  at the troops 
not b y  Jew s, but b y  U krainians.

W hile in B udapest I had m any contacts w ith  Poles. In the 
hotel w h ere I w as staying, for exam ple, most of the guests w e re  
P olish  civilian  refugees. I n ever heard  an y  of them  allege that 
the Jew s oppressed the P oles in E astern  G alicia  or in any oth er 
part of the R ussian-occupied territory, b u t th ey  often referred  to 
the sufferings of both the Jew s and the Poles.

R elations betw een the Jew s and the P oles in  the cam ps in 
H un gary w ere  good. M ost of the m em bers of m y unit cam e from  
Pom erania. O f the fifty  physicians, th ree w ere  Jew s. T h ere w ere  
also eigh ty  nurses w ith  us and tw o hundred privates, of w hom  
eight or ten  w e re  Jew s. T here, too, fr ien d ly  feelin gs prevailed. 
T h e fo llow in g incident w ill illu strate  the attitude of the P oles in 
our camp. W hen our supplies g av e  out on the six th  d ay  of th e  
w ar, w e sent a m essenger to W arsaw  for m ore. O n his retu rn  he
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reported  that everyth in g  in W arsaw  w as at a standstill. The 
governm ent had left. T h ere w as no one to turn  to. H e had seen 
only one interesting incident in W arsaw . A  great crow d of Jew s 
had assem bled in  the T h eatre S q uare and dem anded arm s w ith  
w hich  to defend W arsaw . This story  w as rep eated ly  told in 
public b y  P olish  officers.

In the cam p w h ere I w as interned there w ere  m an y Polish  
physicians and officers. T he relations th ere w ere  cordial. Jew s 
and P oles helped one another. W e often discussed Jew ish  affairs, 
including Zionism , w ith  the Poles.

W hile I w as in B udapest there w ere  rum ors th at the Polish  
soldiers w ere  blam ing the Jew s for the defeat of th eir arm y. A s  
I w as helping to care for the refugees, I w as able to m ake m any 
inquiries concerning the tru th  of these rum ors. S u ch  rem arks, 
I then found, had been m ade, but on v e ry  fe w  occasions. The 
P olish  consul in H un gary w ho w as appointed b y  the n ew  Polish  
G overn m ent treated  the Jew s as fa ir ly  as the Poles. Jew s w ho 
applied for the papers necessary to enable them  to go on to F ran ce 
w ere  at first turned aw ay, b u t then th ere  w as a change at the 
consulate, and after that no distinction w as m ade betw een Jew s 
and Poles.

A t  the pension w h ere I w as stayin g I m et a C h ristian  m an­
u factu rer from  Lodz, w ho told m e a great deal about Palestine. 
W e discussed Jew ish  affairs in  general as w ell. One day he said 
to m e : “ N evertheless, I m ust say  th at the Jew s are responsible 
for our m isfortunes. It w as th ey  w ho forced  us to tak e  a firm  
stand about D anzig. H ad w e  acted  otherw ise then, things w ould  
h ave turn ed  out v e ry  d ifferen tly  fo r  us !”

T h ere  are  about 2,500 or 3,000 Jew ish  soldiers in  the cam ps 
w h ere the Polish  troops are  interned in H un gary. T h e H un­
garians singled out the Jew s —  even  the Jew ish  officers —  for 
discrim in atory treatm ent. In  the cam ps th e y  im m ediately  in­
quired  w ho w as a J e w  and w ho w as not. T he Jew s w e re  so b adly  
treated  in the cam ps that about 300 of them  escaped w ith in  a 
short time.
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W hen the refu gees a rrived  at the border, th e y  w ere m et by 
Zionist com m ittees w ho assured them  that a ll arrangem ents had 
been m ade for th eir reception. T h e Zionist O rganization assum ed 
responsibility  fo r  the care of the refu gees w ith  the aid  of the 
Join t D istribution  C om m ittee and, to som e extent, of the Jew ish 
C om m un ity Council. T h e C om m un ity C ou n cil assum ed a v e ry  
unpleasant attitude tow ard  us, dem anding that w e should return  
to the camps, and even  tried  to force us to do so. W e w ere  told 
that it w as u tte r ly  im possible for us to obtain perm ission to re­
m ain in H ungary, and that w ith ou t such perm ission w e could not 
stay. N evertheless, the Zionist O rgan ization secured  the neces­
sa ry  perm its for us, and also arranged  fo r  us to go on to P a les­
tin e in spite of a ll sorts of d ifficulties. T h e Zionist O rganization 
w as d eeply  concerned fo r the refugees. T h e Joint D istribution  
C om m ittee’s help w as adequate. Som e assistance also cam e from  
th e London com m ittee for the aid of the refu gees from  Poland.

M an y of the youn g refugees in B udapest w e re  Zionists w ho 
had given  fa ith fu l service to the cause for som e years. T h eir 
one desire w as to get to P alestin e as soon as possible.

T h e H ungarian authorities looked upon the Jew ish  refugees 
w ith  great disfavor. W hen a J e w  w ent to the police to ask for 
a perm it to rem ain in the country, he w as prom ptly arrested. T h e 
Zionist O rgan ization w as a lw ays able, h ow ever, to secure the re­
lease of such prisoners. T h e police and the other authorities con­
tin u ally  harassed the refugees, so that it becam e n ecessary to set 
up tw o cam ps w h ere a ll the Jew ish  refu gees in B udapest w ere 
assem bled.

T he Jew s of the p rovincial tow ns of H un gary w e re  m ost kind 
to the refugees. Som e of the Zionists w e re  arrested  because th ey  
had helped us. In B udapest, m an y people held aloof for fear of 
getting  into trouble w ith  the authorities.
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V. THE JEW ISH REFUGEES IN THE RUSSIAN-OCCUPIED
TERRITORY OF POLAND AND IN LITHUANIA.

A . R ep ort of D r. M. K l e in b a u m ,

Chairman of the Central Committee of the Zionist Organization 
of Poland and member of the editorial staff of the Warsaw

“ Hajnt.”

M y report w ill be devoted to the position of the Jews in the 
Russian zone of occupation and of the Jewish refugees in Lithu­
ania.

T h ere w ere  3,500,000 Jew s in P oland  before the w ar. N ow  
th ey  are  distributed  in  the G erm an, Russian, and L ithuan ian  
zones. M an y Jew s fled  from  the G erm an to the R ussian zone, 
and som e from  the R ussian  zone to L ithuan ia. M y  com putations 
show  the present d istribution to be about as fo llow s : 1,800,000 
in  the G erm an z o n e ; 1,600,000 in  th e R ussian z o n e ; and about
100.000 in Vilna and the neighboring towns. About 8,000 or
10.000 refu gees from  the R ussian  and G erm an zones are now  in 
Lithuan ia.

I spent six  w eek s in the R ussian  zone, beginning w ith  th e day 
w hen the S o viet troops entered  P oland  (Septem ber 18, 1939). 
I w as then in L u ck . M an y of the P oles now  in ex ile  are  
spreading a story  th at the Jew s received  the R ussian  troops w ith  
open arms. This story  is not true, and w as invented  on ly  in order 
to pave the w a y  fo r  intensified anti-Sem itism  in P olan d  after in­
dependence is regained.

O n Septem ber 17 the P olish  governm ent w as still unaw are of 
the im pending R ussian invasion, and learn ed  of it  on ly  from  M o­
loto v ’s speech. L arg e  forces had been ordered to concentrate b y  
Septem ber 20 in  the L v o v  district, w h ere  a great defensive w as 
being prepared  on the R um an ian border. A t  th at tim e G erm an 
tanks had a lread y  appeared in  the outskirts of L v o v . A t  K o w el, 
w h ere  m y regim ent w as stationed, the order w as received  on 
Septem ber 16. T he P olish  governm ent had established itself at 
K rzem ien iec, w h ere  it ev id en tly  proposed to rem ain for an indefin­
ite  period. C abin et m inisters and governm ent officials rented
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apartm ents, sent to W arsaw  for th eir fu rniture, and m ade various 

other preparations fo r settlin g down. N o one dream ed that the 
R ussians w ere  about to in vad e E astern  G alicia. W hen the R u s­
sian troops did enter, som e P olish  officers a ctu a lly  w elcom ed them  
in the m istaken b elief that th ey  had com e to the aid of th eir own 
forces. T h e y  w ere  u tterly  taken  aback b y  the anti-Polish cir­
culars and posters published b y  the R ussian command, and b y  
the contents of M olotov’s speech, w hich  w as w id e ly  circulated  
in  severa l languages. O n ly  then did the terrib le  tru th  daw n upon 
them.

W hen the R ussian troops en tered L u ck , great crow ds 
assem bled in  the streets. Thousands of U krain ian  peasants (the 
m ajority  of w hom  w ere  Com m unists) cam e into the tow n and 
held dem onstrations in favo r of the R ussians. T h ere  w ere  doubt­
less some Jew ish  Com m unists am ong the dem onstrators, but not 
m any. T he attitude of the Jew ish  population w as epitom ized in 
a satirical sayin g curren t at the tim e : “ O u r death sentence has 
been com m uted to im prisonm ent for life  !”  N azi ru le  w as en­
visaged  as a death sentence, S o viet ru le  as im prisonm ent for life. 
W hile  the Jew s realized  v e ry  w e ll that R ussian rule m eant im pov­
erishm ent and a ban on em igration, th ey  could fee l only re lie f at 
th eir escape from  torture and m assacre at the hands of the Nazis.

In V o lh yn ia  the P olish  authorities w ere  v e ry  aggressive, 
w h ile  the U krainians w ere  extre m ely  nationalistic and b itte rly  op­
posed to the P olish  regim e. T h ere  w ere on ly  a fe w  P olish  of­
ficers, governm ent officials, and landow ners in the province, a ll of 
w hom  left w h en  w a r broke out. T h eir fam ilies rem ained behind. 
W hen the S o viet troops cam e, the streets w ere  thronged w ith  
the Jew s, w ho had rem ained in  th eir tow ns, and w ith  U krain ian  
peasants w ho flocked  in from  the villages. T he streets had been 
d ark  and gloom y at night for m an y w eeks. W ith  the com ing of 
the R ussians the streets w ere lighted  again, and the people b reath ­
ed  a sigh of re lie f that the bom bardm ent w as over. W h ere only  a 
fe w  days p revio u sly  N azi aeroplanes had show ered bom bs upon 
the population, Soviet a ircraft now  dropped leaflets in  various 
languages.
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T he rejoicing soon gave w a y  to profound disappointm ent. T h e 
econom ic situation w as fa r  w orse than before. T o  m ake the 
m isery  of the people still m ore acute, the organization of the food 
su p p ly  had been disrupted b y  the m ilitary  operations. G ro cers’ 
and b ak ers’ shops w ere  open for only a fe w  hours a day, though 
besieged b y  thousands of custom ers. T h e streets w e re  filled  w ith  
long queues of people w aitin g th eir  tu rn  to b u y  a loaf of bread, 
a salt herring, and the like. A l l  thoughts w e re  cen tered  on just 
one problem , and that w as h ow  to obtain bread. P eop le rose b e­
fore d aylight in order to m ake certain  of a p lace in the queues. 
T h ey  devised a ll sorts of ingenious tim e-schedules so as to be able 
to stand in  severa l queues in  the course of the day. T h e superior­
ity  of one queue over another w as debated for hours. N o one 
referred  to the topics of the d ay  or cared  to kn ow  w h at w as hap­
pening in  the outside w orld. E veryth in g  w as subordinated to 
the single problem  of the bread  supply. In  L v o v  it w as still pos­
sible to obtain bread, though at exorbitant prices. B u t in V iln a  
the bread situation w as critica l w hen the R ussians w ith d rew  from  
th e city.

T h e regim e set up b y  the R ussians in P oland is intolerable. 
T h e  m ost painfu l thing of a ll is th at the in tellectu al standards 
have been reduced to a leve l below  that of the m ost b ackw ard  
E uropean countries. One exam p le w ill suffice. Physician s, law ­
yers, and other professional people w e re  invited  to attend a lec­
tu re  b y  the Com m issar of V o lh yn ia  on the functions of the in tel­
ligentsia in Soviet Russia. W e cam e expecting to h ear C om m un­
ist propaganda of a superior kind, b u t the m an spoke as if he w ere 
addressing a class in an elem en tary school. His lecture w as plan­
ned for an audience of illiterates. One hears that th ere are  no 
illiterates in R ussia now adays. If so, th eir know ledge does not 
exten d  beyond the alphabet.

O n O ctober 22, 1939, elections w ere  announced fo r a legisla­
tiv e  council. A ll  the new spapers published lists of slogans ap­
proved  b y  the Com m unist P arty . O n ly  these and no other slo­
gans w ere  perm issible in the election cam paign. T h e chief slogan
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w as “ L on g liv e  S t a lin !”  E ven  people w ho had p revio u sly  liv ed  
under a Com m unist regim e w e re  disheartened.

T h e one ra y  of light in  the situation is that the R ussian  sol­
diers are  of a m uch better typ e than those w e k n e w  p rior to 1914. 
T hese m en do not drin k im m oderately, sw ear, or steal. T h e y  in­
spire no fear, as R ussian soldiers did in the T sarist days. F rien d ly  
relations h ave th erefore developed betw een the population and 
the R ed  troops. O n n earer acquaintance it appears that a ll th eir  
theories h ave  been instilled into th eir m inds b y  the p o litru k  (poli­
tical m entor) of th eir  regim ent. It is he, too, w ho tells them  just 
w h at to sa y  to sceptics.

T h e R ed  soldiers bought up w h atever th ey  found in the 
shops. O ne d ay  an o fficer of h igh ran k  en tered  a shop w h ile  I 
w as there and bought m an y dozens of needles. T h e shopkeeper 
asked  w h at he w ou ld  do w ith  so m an y needles. “ Send  them  hom e 
as a present,” w as the answ er. T he soldiers bought enorm ous 
num bers of w atches, paying w h atever price w as asked. W hen 
questioned as to w h y  th ey  bought so m an y w atches, th ey  a lw ays 
said th at such things could be bought only in  M oscow , and as their 
fam ilies lived  a long w a y  from  the capital, th ey  w e re  tak in g  ad­
van tage of the opportunity and sending the w atches home. This 
explan ation  w as given  so u niform ly that the m en w e re  obviously  
repeating w h at th ey  had been told to say. T hese R ussians are 
v e ry  good-natured, and have absorbed some elem en tary  educa­
tion. O f h igh er education there is, how ever, little  trace.

C oncernin g the attitude of the R ussians tow ard  Jew ish  or­
ganizations and institutions, I w ou ld  say  the fo llo w in g : O ne 
m ethod w as adopted in  dealing w ith  the B und, another in  dealing 
w ith  the Zionists. T h e S o viet authorities seem  to h ave  w orked  
on the assum ption that the ran k  and file  of the B u n d  w ou ld  g ive  
no trou ble if  th eir leaders w e re  p ut out of the w ay, and that the 
w hole B u n d  organization w ould  then prove a pliant instrum ent. 
T h e y  did not err in  th eir calculations. W hen the R ussians found 
a B u n d  trade-union in  a tow n, th e y  im m ediately  arrested  the 
secretary. A  m eeting w as then called  a t w hich  a S o viet represent­
a tiv e  read  the te x t of a resolution  w h ich  had been prepared in
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advance. T he resolution  w as d u ly  adopted and n ew  officers w ere 
elected. T h e  trade-union rem ained intact, w ith  the sam e m em ­
bership as before. In  m any places not even  the p ictures on the 
w a lls  of the m eeting-room s w e re  changed. T h e only d ifference 
w as th at the secretary  (and in  som e cases other leading m em ­
bers) had been arrested  and heard  of no m ore. In handling the 
B und vio len t m easures had to be tak en  against th e leaders on ly  ; 
a ll the others w ent over to the S oviets bag and baggage, or, as 
one of the S o viet com m issars put it, “ w ith  a ll th eir equipm ent 
and livesto ck .” T h e  Y id d ish ist schools, also, m ade the transition 
quite painlessly. T h e lan guage of instruction rem ained the same, 
most of the teachers w e re  retained, and “ o n ly” som e of the te x t­
books had to be changed.

T h e attitude of the S o viet authorities tow ard  the Zionists of 
all parties w as d ifferent. T h e y  k n e w  v e ry  w e ll that it w ould  be 
no sim ple task  to eradicate Zionism  from  the hearts of its ad­
herents. T h e B undists had p ut up no psychological resistance. 
T h ere was, so to speak, on ly  a  partition  betw een  th eir philosophy 
and that of the Soviets. W here the Zionists w e re  concerned, 
how ever, the case w as v e ry  d ifferent. F o r a tim e it seem ed as 
though a lib era l p o licy  w ould  be follow ed in regard  to the Zion­
ists. Som e of the H eb rew  schools of V iln a  w ere  perm itted to 
rem ain open for a w h ile  during the R ussian  occupation, and the 
T arb u th  teach ers’ college w as not closed dow n at all. L ate r  it 
appeared that the Zionists had been allow ed  to go on w ith  their 
w o rk  so that the Soviet authorities could iden tify  the leaders, the 
“ m ost obstreperous.” T hen the leaders w e re  arrested. R eso lu ­
tions w ere  introduced at p aren ts’ m eetings b y  Soviet represent­
atives calling upon the school authorities to adopt Y id d ish  as the 
lan gu age of instruction. In some places the parents objected, but 
in  most th e y  kep t silent. T h e y  did not, indeed, vote for the resolu­
tion ; but n either did th ey  vote against it. In P in sk  the children 
them selves revo lted  w h en  th eir school w as turn ed  into a Y id ­
dishist institution. In the R ovno school Y id d ish  w as adopted, but 
w ith ou t an y  change in the schem e of instruction. W hen this w as 
observed, the headm aster w as arrested. T h e H eb rew  schools of
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Slonim  adopted Y iddish , but continued to w o rk  under the super­
vision of the local T arb uth  Com m ittee. D r. Ephrath, head of the 
Zionist society of Slonim , w as then arrested. S u ch  w e re  the tac­
tics em ployed in  e v e ry  locality.

S o viet represen tatives visited  H alutz training centers in  the 
hope of persuadin g them  to abandon th eir Zionist allegiance. 
K n ow in g  th at th eir purpose w ould  not be achieved  b y  the arrest 
of one or tw o  leaders in a camp, th ey  tried  to w in  over the groups 
as a w hole. I m yself w as not present at an y  of these discussions, 
but h ave  it on reliable auth ority  th at the argum ents ran  about as 
fo llow s : “ W e understand the Zionist point of view . Zionism  w as 
a n ecessity  w hen  you  lived  under the corrupt P olish  regim e. Y o u  
w anted  to be free  men, b u t w ere  d eprived  of a ll opportunity. Y o u  
therefore decided to leave  P oland and go to P alestine. Y o u  w an t­
ed to be w orkers, b u t w ere  denied the righ t to w ork. B u t n ow  
everyth in g  is changed. A m on g us a ll h ave equal rights. Y o u  w ill 
not be persecuted  because you  are Jew s. W e therefore urge you  
to g iv e  up y o u r Z io n ism !”  T h ere is no need to quote the counter­
argum ents p u t up b y  the H alutzim . I cannot, of course, vou ch  fo r  
e v e ry  individual, b u t the H alu tz m ovem ent as a w hole w ithstood 
the onslaught. T h en  the persecutions began. T he sufferin gs of 
those w ho w ou ld  not y ie ld  m ay be im agined. M an y of the H alu­
tzim  fled  (in organized groups or sin gly) to the L ith u an ian  zone. 
O f the 2,000 H alutzim  now  in V iln a, about 45%  or 50% are  m em ­
bers of H ashom er H atzair. B itte r  disappointm ent p revails in th e 
ran ks of H ashom er H atzair. A m on g the H alutzim  w ho fled  from  
the R ussian-occupied territo ry  there are  m ore m em bers of H a­
shom er H atzair than of an y  other organization.

A n o th er exam p le of S o viet tactics is the case of a leading 
Zionist of B ia lysto ck  w ho w as sum m oned to the N H U D ,*) and 
ordered to tell ev eryth in g  he kn ew  about the Zionist political ac­
tivities. (This is the sam e procedure th at w as fo llow ed  b y  the 
G estapo in G erm an-occupied P olan d ). H e w as req u ired  to p re­

*) People’s Commissariat for Home Affairs, successor of the GPU, which 
was dissolved several years ago.
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pare a w ritten  statem ent then and there. W hen he dem urred, he 
w as told that unless he com plied he w ould  not leave  the room  
alive. On the other hand, if  he w ere  com plaisant, he m ight nam e 
his ow n terms. A s  the statem ent had to be signed w ith  a pseu­
donym , he chose the w ord “ A n u ss” (H eb rew  for “ under duress” ) 
w hich  the official, w ho w as a R ussian, did not understand. This 
Zionist w as instructed  to retain  his m em bership in  th e Zionist 
O rganization and to becom e even  m ore active  than before so as 
to able to keep  the Soviet authorities inform ed about everyon e 
and ev eryth in g  in  the Zionist camp. F in ally , he w as told that he 
w ould  be expected  to send in a n ew  statem ent b y  the end of the 
w eek. E veryth in g  about this in terview  w as so staged as to inspire 
terro r in the heart of the victim . It took place v e ry  late at night. 
A  cu rfew  regulation  w as then in  force, and he w as provided w ith  
a special pass. W hen he reached the offices of the N H U D , he w as 
led through a series of d ark  corridors to a d im ly lighted  room. 
His chair w as so placed that the ligh t of the one sm all lam p fe ll 
d irectly  upon his face, w h ile  the face and fig u re  of his interlocutor 
w ere  alm ost en tire ly  concealed b y  shadows. H e escaped from  
B ia lysto ck  before d aybreak, and the n e xt m orning found him  in 
V ilna. W hen he told m e his story  he cried lik e  a child, b u t I as­
sured him  that no possible harm  could resu lt from  his signing a 
fictitious statem ent.

Such  incidents are  not rare, and there is reason for fea r  that 
large-scale persecutions of Zionists are in the offing. Y e t  Zion­
ism  is firm ly  entrenched in  the S o viet zone of Poland, and w ould  
penetrate into R ussia itself if  the fron tier w ere  not so closely 
guarded. (I m ight m ention, in  passing, that the control on the 
R ussian fron tier is m uch stricter than on the R um anian or H un­
garian  frontiers of P o la n d ). P erm ission to enter R ussia is denied 
even  to people w ho h ave n ext of k in  there. I kn ow  of a w om an 
in  S o viet R ussia w ho w as refused  perm ission to send for her 
eighty-year-old  father.

O n the eve of S im hath T orah  w e m et som e R ussian -Jew ish 
soldiers in the synagogue. (A s these m en w ere  in  th eir ea rly  
thirties, th ey  m ust h ave been v e ry  youn g at the tim e of the Com ­

51



m unist R evolu tion  in  19x7). O ne of them  told m e that h e still 
rem em bered the Sabbath and the “ cholent” (Sabbath  ro ast), and 
other Jew ish  custom s. Too m uch im portance cannot be attached 
to such dim  m em ories, but th ey  do indicate that some sp ark  of 
Jew ish  fee lin g  still su rvives. T h e m en w ere  able to read  the 
H ebrew  prayers, and certain  rud im en tary  b u t fa ir ly  strong re li­
gious leanings w e re  evident from  th eir behavior.

T h e U krainians h ave  on several occasions protested against 
the gran t of equal rights to the Jew s. T h e guards on the Russo- 
G erm an border h ave recen tly  show n certain  disquieting signs of 
anti-Sem itism . T h e R ussian guards incline to fratern ize  w ith  the 
G erm an guards, w ho poison th eir  m inds against the Jew s.

L a tte r ly  there has been som ething of an exodus from  the 
R ussian  to the G erm an-occupied territory . This exodus is due 
to econom ic factors. T h e S o viet authorities confiscated all the 
zlotys th ey  found in public institutions, and used the m oney to 
b u y  goods from  the local m erchants. T h e exch an ge va lu e of the 
zlo ty  in  relation  to the rub le  w as then arb itrarily  fixed . R e fu ­
gees from  the G erm an zone, w hose funds w e re  a ll in zlotys, sud­
d en ly found them selves penniless am ong stran gers and w ith  no 
m eans w h atever of earning a living. S u ch  people fee l that th ey 
can do better for them selves b y  going back to th eir form er homes.

T he opposition of the U krainians to the Soviet authorities is 
m uch stron ger in E astern  G alicia  than in Poland. T h ere  have 
been some instances of arm ed resistance to R ussian  ru le  b y  the 
U krain ian  peasants.

W hen the R ussians announced a plebiscite in  L v o v , the J e w ­
ish leaders m et in secret to decide w h eth er or not the Jew ish 
population should tak e  part in it. W hile in conference, th ey  sent 
a represen tative to the P olish  leaders to ask  w h at th ey  intended 
to do. T h e P oles stared at him  in astonishm ent. “ A n  order has 
been g iven ,”  th ey  said, “ and w e m ust obey. T h ere is no c h o ic e !”  
W hile the Jew s hesitated to com ply w ith  the order for fea r the 
Poles w ould  regard  th eir action as disloyal, the P oles them selves 
did not fo r  a. m om ent consider the possib ility  of disobedience or 
opposition.
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L e t us now  consider the position in V ilna. T he tran sfer of 
th e  c ity  from  R ussian  to  L ith u an ian  ru le  w as signalized b y  a po­
grom  w hich, as I shall explain , w as due to the m uddling of the 
L ithuan ian authorities.

W hen evacuatin g V iln a, the R ussians helped them selves lib eral­
ly  to w h atever th ey  w anted. R adiators w ere  rem oved from  homes, 
beds and m attresses from  hospitals. I f  th ey  w ere  interested  in a 
factory, th ey  not only carted  off a ll the m achinery, b u t forced  the 
w hole staff, from  the m anager to the office boy, to go to R ussia 
w ith  them. Dr. Jacob ow itzky, a w ell-kn ow n  gynecologist, w as 
arrested  at the tim e. W hen his w ife  appealed for his release, she 
w as inform ed that he had not been im prisoned, but that th ey  had 
need of his sk illed  services in  Russia. A ll  w ho w e re  ordered to 
go to R ussia w ere  told to bring th eir household effects and other 
portable belongings ; but w hen th ey  reached the R ussian frontier, 
everyth in g  w as taken  a w a y  from  them .

O n takin g over V iln a, the Lithuanian s fix ed  the exchange rate 
of the lit at tw o zlotys, but soon altered  it to fiv e  zlotys. T he prices 
of all com modities, and of bread in particu lar, rose h igher and 
higher. T h e bread problem  g rew  v e ry  acute. T h e authorities 
w avered  and vacillated. L on g queues w ere form ed outside the 
grocers’ shops. A g ita to rs in the queues rem inded the people that 
w h ile  the zlo ty  had p revio u sly  been w orth  a ruble, its va lu e  had 
n ow  been depressed to one-fifth of a lit, and urged them  to hold 
a dem onstration in front of the tow n hall. T he dem onstrators 
dem anded that the price of bread should be reduced. Som e shout­
ed, “ L e t us call back  the R ussians !” W hen the police began to 
disperse the crow d, som eone tore dow n a L ith u an ian  flag. N ot 
know ing w h at else to do, the police laid about them  right and 
left. In the h u rly -b u rly  youn g hooligans began to beat Jew s, 
telling  the police that these w ere Jew ish  Com m unists. T h ere­
upon the police joined in  beating the Jew s. F rom  m y w in dow  I 
saw  three P olish  youths pursue a youn g J ew  until he took refu ge 
in a house. P olice fo llow ed  him  into the house and arrested  him. 
A p p eals w ere  m ade in his behalf, but the authorities turn ed  a 
cold shoulder to the delegations. T he pogrom, w hich  w as of a

53



com bined R ussian-Polish  character, continued for a w hole day. 
P illow s and featherbeds w ere  ripped up and th eir contents strew n  
in the streets. P eop le w ere  hurled  dow n from  balconies on to th e 
pavem ents. T h e Jew s did not defend them selves during the po­
grom,- and indeed had no m eans of doing so. T h e n ext d ay  the 
Jew s asked the authorities to recru it Jew ish  police constables, but 
th eir request w as refused. T h e  pogrom  did not reflect the official 
L ith u an ian  policy, and w as not in dicative of the attitude of the 
L ith u an ian  regim e tow ard the Jew s. T he Jew s hoped to secure 
a v e ry  favorab le status in V iln a , since the C h ristian  population 
of the c ity  is v e ry  sm all, but appear to h ave erred  in  th eir calcu la­
tions. T hough there is no officia l anti-Sem itism  in L ithuan ia, 
som e new spapers do not hesitate to call for legislation prohibiting 
Jew s from  em ploying C h ristian  housem aids.

A s  for the refugees, the po licy  of the L ithuan ian  governm ent 
is lib eral on the w hole. A b o u t 3,000 refugees w ere  perm itted  to 
enter the cou ntry  at one point. T he righ t of dom icile has been 
granted  to the refugees, so that the fea r  of expulsion  does not 
hang over th eir heads. Som e of the refu gees m ay be transferred  
from  the cities to the towns, and perhaps also to the villages. B u t 
th ey  are  forbidden to engage in an y occupation w hatsoever. R e­
fu gee journalists are  not perm itted to w rite  for the papers, nor 
even  to have typ ew riters in th eir possession.

G reat cred it is due the Joint D istribution  Com m ittee for h av­
ing organized refu gee re lie f v e ry  prom ptly. M eat and soup are 
served  at m idday in the refu gee kitchens, and all are g iven  provi­
sions for supper and breakfast, w hich  are prepared in th eir lodg­
ings. T h e rent allow ance of 15 lit is inadequate. In  general the 
assistance rend ered  b y  the Joint D istribution  Com m ittee is in­
sufficient, and should be supplem ented, especially  for the organ­
ized refu gee groups, such as those of the Zionists and the H alu- 
tzim , w ho opened clubs w hich  are p rim arily  feeding centres. A ll  
the parties h ave opened one or m ore such feeding centres.

O pinions v a ry  w ith  regard  to the n e xt R ussian m ove in the 
B a ltic  countries. Som e people th in k that since R ussia a lready 
dom inates the B a ltic  countries, she has no need to su bjugate them
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b y force. O thers, again, are convinced that she w ill take the first 
opportunity to com plete h er conquests. D urin g the Russo-Fin- 
nish w ar, the governm ents of L atv ia  and L ith u an ia  w ere asked 
b y  the R ussian m inisters to those countries w h y  th eir new spapers 
sided w ith  Finlan d and not w ith  Russia. W hen rem inded that the 
press w as free, th ey  still insisted that it be “ instructed” to take 
a pro-R ussian attitude. W hen R ussia m ade w a r on Finland, she 
dem anded that the governm ents of Esthonia and L a tv ia  enable 
h er to enlarge her m ilitary  bases in  those countries. T h e dem and 
w as based on a secret clause in the R ussian treaties w ith  L atv ia  
and Esthonia w h ich  provided for such expansion in the event of 
a B a ltic  w ar. L atv ia  and Esthonia refused  on the ground that the 
w ar in F inlan d w as a Scan din avian  and not a B a ltic  w ar. R ela­
tions betw een R ussia and L a tv ia  becam e v e ry  tense, and it w as 
then that U lm anis d elivered  the trenchant speech in w hich he told 
his countrym en to prepare to don m ilitary  uniform s. A l l  this 
explain s the prevailin g  opinion that the B a ltic  states are  not des­
tined to en joy their sovereign ty  m uch longer. W hen w e  receive 
letters from  V iln a  w hich  are filled  w ith  gloom y forebodings, 
w e m ust not dism iss such  forebodings as inspired b y  im aginary 
fears. L ith u an ia  is in fact in a w orse position than the other tw o 
B altic  countries because it has a com mon frontier w ith  G erm any. 
A ll  but sixteen  p er cent, of the G erm ans in L atv ia  h ave been re ­
patriated, w h ile  the rest h ave adopted L atv ian  nationality. B ut, 
for som e unkn ow n reason, a ll the G erm ans h ave rem ained in L i­
thuania. T he official L ith u an ian  statem ent that th eir repatriation 
has been postponed to the spring has been received  w ith  incredu­
lity. It is feared  that after the destinies of L atv ia  and Esthonia 
h ave been decided, L ith u an ia  w ill again becom e the subject of 
bargaining betw een R ussia and G erm any. L ith u an ia  is thus in a 
m uch m ore precarious situation than the other B a ltic  countries. 
Som e Lithuanian s say  that a com plete n ew  L ithuan ian  govern­
m ent is w aitin g  on the other side of the border, and that th ey  
even have a list of its m em bers. “ H ow  then,” th ey  ask, “ can w e 
be assured of stability  ? L ith u an ia  is a sm all and w eak  nation, 
and has no choice but to accede to the dem ands of other nations.
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W hen the P oles m ade dem ands upon us, w e  had to yield . T h en  
cam e the G erm ans, and w e gave in  to them . N o w  the R ussians 
are  upon us, and w e m ust y ie ld  again. O u r only hope is that 
both w ill be defeated. A n d  then w e shall find ourselves ‘protect­
ed ’ b y  a th ird  pow er !”

M y  purpose in outlining the political situation of L ith u an ia  
is to m ake it clear that the position of the refugees in  L ith u an ia  is 
untenable and that th ey  m ust em igrate. T h e y  cannot w ait for the 
storm  to b low  over. T he P oles in the R ussian-occupied zone of 
L ith u an ia  regard  the Jew s as dom inant and dom ineering. Just 
after the R ussian  occupation of L vo v, there seem ed to be some 
feelin g of Jew ish-P olish  solidarity. In V iln a  the Jew ish  refugees 
are criticized  for spreading the Polish  language. In  the streets of 
K ovn o  one hears m ore P olish  than Lithuan ian . T h e  Lithuan ians 
com plain to th eir Jew ish  fellow -citizen s that the Jew ish  refugees 
speak P olish  and so help to “ P olonize” th eir country. O n the other 
hand, the P oles of V iln a  assert that the Jew ish  leaders w ere m uch 
too h asty  in  going over to the side of the Lithuanians.

B. R ep ort of Dr. K . S ch w artz  

Former member of the Polish Sejm  and chairman of the United 
Poale Zion-Hitachduth Party in Eastern Galicia.

In the ea rly  w eeks of the R ussian occupation chaos prevailed. 
Conditions varied  from  city  to city, from  district to district. O ne 
of the first acts of the n ew  regim e in  E astern  G alicia  w as to arrest 
Zionists. A b o u t th irty  w ere  im prisoned in  K olom ea alone. The 
first arrests w ere  m ade am ong the L e ft  P oale Zion. In Strj and 
other tow ns the m em bers of the U nited P oale  Zion-H itachduth 
P a rty  w ere arrested. T he m otive was, of course, to figh t Zionism  
b y  all availab le  means.

F o r a w h ile  H ebrew  w as perm itted to retain  its ran k as the 
dom inant language of the Jew ish  schools. T h e officials entrusted 
w ith  the affairs of the H ebrew  schools w ere  non-Jew s. T h en  
Y id d ish  w as introduced as the lan guage of instruction in  a ll the 
schools, but H ebrew  w as still taught —  until a Jew ish official
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took charge. This m an told represen tatives of the T arb u th  O r­
ganization th at he could not countenance the “ torture of children 
w ith  tw o lan guages.”

T hough religious freedom  is guaran teed  b y  the Stalin  C onsti­
tution, the on ly  law fu l propaganda is that d irected  against religion. 
The sale of articles used in religious services, including even p ray­
er books, is illegal, because these are m eans of spreading “ re li­
gious propaganda.”  T h e shops w hich  fo rm erly  sold religious books 
w ere  forced  to close.

M uch p u b licity  has been g iven  to the fact that 96%  of the 
voters favored  the ann exation of E astern  G alic ia  and a ll other 
R ussian-occupied territory  to S o viet U k rain e  and W hite Russia. 
This figu re  is abso lutely  accurate, but —  the voters w ere  not free  
agents. T he elections w ere  v e ry  ca refu lly  organized. A l l  voters 
w ere  rounded up. E ach house w as visited  fiv e  or six  tim es in 
the course of the day, and e v e ry  vo ter  w as led  to the polling sta­
tion. If a vo ter w as ill in bed, a ballot slip w as brought to him. 
The law  provides fo r  a secret ballot. B u t th ere w as no choice of 
candidates, since only one candidate w as nom inated for each dis­
trict. The local council of trades-unions nom inated the candidate 
w hose nam e w as proposed b y  the factory  com m ittees. N o one 
ven tu red  to protest against this procedure. T he on ly  choice la y  
betw een voting for the single candidate or crossing out his name. 
In districts w h ere m ost of the ballots w ere  found cancelled, the 
candidate w as deem ed to h ave been defeated, and n ew  elections 
w ere  held. Partitions w ere  set up in the polling-places to give 
the illusion of p riva cy  to the voters. B u t as soon as an envelope 
w as handed in, the w orkingm en-propagandists in charge opened 
it to see w h eth er the vo ter had actu a lly  cast a ballot for the can­
didate or not. If he had been bold enough to cross out the nam e, 
nothing w as said to him  at the m om ent, b u t he w as placed under 
arrest as soon as he stepped out into the street.

T he B olsh evist propaganda w as dinned into one’s ears b y  loud­
speakers at e v e ry  street corner and in a ll other public places. 
T h e stream  of talk, in v ariab ly  identical in content, term inology,
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*
and tone, flow ed  on all d ay  long until late in  the evening. Sta lin  
w as praised  in  term s u su a lly  reserved  fo r  D e ity  alone.

T h e  Jew s received  the R ed  troops w ithout enthusiasm , but 
w e re  grea tly  re liev ed  b y  th eir en try. L v o v  had been bom bed for 
three w eeks, th ere had been casualties, and it had been feared  
that G erm an occupation w as im m inent. W hen the R ussians cam e 
instead, a fee lin g  of easem ent prevailed.

W hen the S o viet regim e w as instituted, Jew ish  Com m unists 
w e re  appointed to im portant adm inistrative posts. T h e author­
ities had little  choice. T h e U krain ian  in tellectu als w ere  aggres­
siv e ly  nationalistic, and counted fe w  Com m unists in  th eir  ranks. 
T h ere  w ere  no P oles w ho had all the necessary qualifications. 
H ence the R ussians had to ava il them selves of the services of the 
youn g Jew ish  Com m unists. A s, h ow ever, these w e re  suspected 
of T rotsk yist leanings, m ost of the appointees w ere  sim ple w o rk ­
ingm en w ho could be trusted  abso lutely  and w ho w ere  not capable 
of distinguishing betw een  one system  and another. T he highest 
posts w e re  reserved  for officials from  K ie v . In later m onths all 
the adm inistrative posts w e re  filled  b y  such  men.

T h e fee lin g  of re lie f w ith  w h ich  the Jew s greeted  the en try  
of the R ed  troops soon gave w a y  to disappointm ent, even on the 
part of the Jew ish  proletariat. It had been taken  for granted  that 
u nder a S o viet regim e w o rk  w ould  be provided for all, w ithout 
distinction of race or social status, w ith in  tw o or th ree w eeks at 
the latest. T hese expectations p roved  to be illusory. S everal 
thousand young Jew s w ere  sent to the D on Basin, but m an y ran 
a w a y  and m an y others w e re  sent b ack because the w o rk  w as 
m uch too hard for them.

Scores of thousands of Jew s h ave been le ft w ithout an y  m eans 
of livelihood, the tradespeople being the hardest h it of all. S treet 
tradin g w as perm itted fo r  a tim e, and w as carried  on as long as 
stocks could be replenished. W hen, how ever, a ll the m erchandise 
w as confiscated and no m ore could be obtained, the shopkeepers 
w e re  left high and dry. A n  em ploym ent exch an ge w as set up, 
but m an y applicants w aited  in vain  for w eeks. T h eoretically , 
there are no unem ployed under the R ussian regim e. U nder a new
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classification, the population is d ivided into ‘‘w o rk ers” and 
“ destitute.” The latter are  considered “ unem ployable,”  and the 
em ploym ent exchange therefore shakes off a ll responsibility for 
them. E ven  those w ho did get w ork  have fared  v e ry  badly. The 
w ages w ere fix ed  at the pre-w ar lev e l of fou r or fiv e  zlotys a day, 
w h ile  the cost of liv in g has increased four and five-fold.

T he Soviet authorities regard  philanthropic activ ities w ith  
disfavor. Eastern G alicia  is fu ll of refugees. L v o v ’s pre-w ar 
population of 300,000 h a s 'b e e n  augm ented to about 1,000,000. 
Soup kitchens w ere opened for needy refu gees and the local poor. 
W hen the available funds gave out, the S o viet authorities w ere 
appealed to, but replied  that th ey  “ had no charitable institutions” 
and advised the refugees to go b ack  to th eir homes. T h e distress 
of the refugees is so acute that m an y (even some of the Jew s) 
are thinking of returnin g to the territory  now  under G erm an rule.

Soon after the R ussians occupied E astern G alicia, the Joint 
D istribution Com m ittee sent 150,000 zlotys for re lie f purposes. 
It w as fe lt unw ise to continue the w o rk  of the soup kitchens w ith ­
out official sanction, and the S o viet authorities w ere  asked fo r  
perm ission. Such  perm ission w as w ithheld. Since re lie f w ork  
cannot be conducted in secret, the kitchens had to be closed.

T h e teachers w ho consented to use Y id d ish  instead of H ebrew  
as the lan guage of instruction w ere  a ll retained at their posts. 
B u t even the H ebrew  teachers are expected, lik e  the others, to 
inculcate Com m unist doctrines. A ll  the teachers w ill no doubt be 
dismissed w hen  others are brought from  Russia. Q uite  a num ber 
of the R ussian arm y officers speak Y iddish , but the civilian  of­
ficials do not. I had occasion one d ay  to transact some business 
in a governm ent office, and addressed the officials in Y iddish. 
A t  first th ey refused  to rep ly  in the sam e language, saying that 
th ey “ had no need of Y id d ish .” F in a lly  one did rep ly  in v e ry  bad 
Y iddish. A l l  the ordinances are published in  U krain ian , R ussian, 
and Polish, but not a single one has appeared in  Y iddish.

T w o new spapers —  one in U krain ian  and the other in  P olish—  
w ere  founded in  L vo v. W hen some Y id d ish  journalists applied 
for a perm it to publish a Y id d ish  paper, th ey  w e re  told that it w as
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unnecessary, since a Y id d ish  new spaper, “ D er Sh tern ,”  w as a l­
re a d y  appearing in K h a rk o v. T h e perm it w as fin ally  issued, but 
on ly  tw o and a h a lf m onths later. T h e contents of the G alician  
papers are, of course, m ere translations from  the press of Soviet 
Russia. A ll  the articles have the sam e trend.

Som m erstein and Sch orr are still in  prison. T h e procedure 
in  m aking arrests is as fo llow s : T h e victim  is sum m oned to the 
office  of the public prosecutor fo r  an in terview . In  the course 
of the in terview  the prosecutor rises and leaves the room. The 
n e x t m om ent tw o guards en ter and m ake the arrest. T h e  prisoner 
is not allow ed  to com m unicate w ith  his fam ily, and th ey  m ay send 
him  only designated am ounts of foodstuffs and clean linens. H e 
is n ever brought to trial, and no one kn ow s his w hereabouts. T he 
“ reason” for the arrest is that som ething in the m an’s record  prior 
to the occupation is not to the lik in g  of the n ew  S o viet regim e. 
So  fa r  as I know , not a single political prisoner has been released. 
O n the other hand, all w ho w ere  arrested  for trading in foodstuffs 
have been set at lib erty.

C . R eport of S. Z e id m a n ,

Chairman of the Central Committee of the Jewish National Fund  
(Keren Kayemeth Leisrael) in Poland and member of the last

Polish Sejm.

W hen I reached Rovno, I decided to go on to the little  tow n 
o f K o retz, s ix ty  kilom etres a w a y  on the R ussian frontier. M y 
fellow -refu gees and I trave lled  eastw ard in the hope of getting 
into R ussia, but w ere  stopped b y  the fron tier guards.

T he R ussian  forces entered  P oland  on Septem ber 17 and 18. 
T h e  troops w ere preceded b y  political officers w ho assured the 
P oles that the R ussians w ere  com ing to help them  figh t the G e r­
m ans. T h e v e ry  n ext d ay  their tune changed.

O n Septem ber 16 great num bers of U krain ian  peasants from  
the neighboring villages d rove into K o re tz  in  th eir  farm  w agons, 
bringin g a p len tifu l su p p ly  of sacks in  w hich  to ca rry  off loot from  
J ew ish  hom es and shops, w h ich  th ey  m eant to p lu n d er as soon as
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the Polish troops withdrew from the town. (The Petlurian tra­
dition still prevails in those parts). W hen the Russians entered 
Koretz, the peasants w ere waiting in the marketplace for an op­
portunity to carry out their design. That same afternoon Soviet 
representatives told them firm ly that a pogrom would not be 
countenanced. The peasants then went back empty-handed to 
their villages.

O f the S,ooo inhabitants of K o re tz  99% are Jew ish. A b o u t
5,000 refugees stream ed into the tow n. Som e Jew ish  Com m unists 
took part in  the dem onstration of w elcom e to the S o viet troops, 
but I saw  not a single m ature in dividual am ong them . In  general, 
no J ew  over th irty  years of age had an y  share in w elcom ing th e 
B olsheviki. T h e people breathed m ore fre e ly  because G erm an 
bom bers no longer fle w  overhead, b u t th at w as all.

T he P oles of the R ussian-occupied areas and L ith u an ia  b elieve 
so firm ly  that the Jew s brought about the R ussian  invasion of 
P oland that nothing can shake th eir conviction. E ven  leaders of 
the Polish  left-w ing parties b elieve  this m yth, though th ey  ad­
m itted to m e th at th ey  them selves had not seen the Jew s w elcom e 
the B olsheviki. T h ey  w arned m e that w hen the P oles got control 
of th eir ow n cou n try  again, the J ew s w ould  m ost certain ly  b e 
butchered en m asse, “ as in  the days of P etlu ra .”

T h e V iln a  pogrom  w as not confined to the city, but em braced 
the w hole district. It w as an  organized affair. T h e P oles w e re  
the organizers, as th ey  them selves adm it. W hen the L ithuan ian s 
entered V iln a, a civ il constabulary w as organized. In its ran ks 
there w e re  n e w ly  released ja ilb irds and m em bers of the anti- 
Sem itic N. D. P arty . It w as these g en try  w ho started  the pogrom. 
In order to recognize one another, th ey  arranged  to w e ar w h ite  
socks. W hen the L ith u an ian  police intervened, th e “ w h ite  socks”  
told them  th at th ey  w e re  “ looking fo r  the fellow s w ho had held 
the pro-B olshevist dem onstration.” (O n O ctober 21 som e fifteen  
or tw en ty  you th s had tried  to arran ge a Com m unist dem onstra­
tion, but there w as no connection b etw een  th at abortive attem pt 
and the p o gro m ). T h e police com pletely lost th eir  heads. T w en ty- 
three Jew s w ere  seriously  in jured, and tw o  received  m ortal in­
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ju ries. (O ne of the latter w as throw n from  a balcony, and the 
other w as stabbed w ith  a b ayon et).

Just before the w ar, th ere w as a w idesp read  anti-Sem itic 
cam paign in  Poland. F o r  exam ple, a W arsaw  m ilitary  journ al of 
h igh standing published an article  on A u g u st 28 declaring that to 
defeat H itler w as not enough : T h e P oles w ere  read y  to fight 
G erm an y, but the Jew s w an ted  to figh t on ly  H itler, because th ey  
had m an y business connections in G erm an y. O n A u g u st 29 a 
Posen w e e k ly  carried  a cartoon on its front page show ing Jew s 
em bracing P oles and at the sam e tim e stabbing them  in the back. 
A rtic le s  inciting the m asses to pogrom s appeared in  m any other 
an ti-S em itic journ als at the tim e. I w as re lia b ly  inform ed that 
anti-S em itic propaganda w as being spread in  the ran ks of the 
regu lar arm y and am ong the new  recruits. T he situation w as so 
tense that w e  decided to appeal to the cen tral governm ent. Som - 
m erstein  and I called  on the head of the council of m inisters. A s  
he w as out of tow n, w e w ere  received  b y  his deputy. W as it not 
v e ry  strange, w e asked  him , that anti-Sem itic propaganda should 
b e spread in the arm y of the v e ry  ev e  of w a r  ? T h e deputy-m inis- 
te r  replied  that he him self had been am azed in  reading the articles 
referred  to. “ It is h ard ly  patriotic,”  I pointed out, “ to incite the 
m asses against the Jew s at the v e ry  m om ent w hen a m obilization 
has been ordered !” (This w as just after the H itler-S ta lin  pact 
w as s ig n e d ).

T h e situation of L ith u an ia  is v e ry  precarious. T h e L ith u an ­
ians fe a r  a G erm an  attack  from  w ithout, and a P olish  revo lt 
from  w ithin. M an y P oles h ave  been arrested  in  V iln a . F o r  the 
m om ent all is qu iet in L ithuan ia, but the outlook is not reassuring.
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A P P E N D IX  A .

a) Number, Locality of Origin, and Whereabouts of Jewish 
Refugees in Lithuania.

T h ere  are  about 11,500 Jew ish  refu gees in L ithuan ia, of w hom  
2,500 are in the S u w alk i d istrict (near the L ithuan ian -G erm an  
border) and 9,000 in the V iln a  district. T h e status and prospects 
of the sm aller group are  b y  fa r  the m ore favorab le.

T h e refu gees of the sm aller group com e from  S u w alk i and 
the neighboring tow ns, w h ich  w ere  ann exed  to the G erm an R eich 
durin g  the invasion of Poland. Som e fled  vo lu n tarily , others 
w ere  exp elled  b y  the G erm ans. T h e m ajo rity  un derw en t terrib le 
sufferin gs in the no m an’s land of the border zone. H aving 
entered L ith u an ia  w ith ou t perm ission, th ey  had the greatest 
d ifficu lty  in securin g the righ t of dom icile. O nce that obstacle 
w as overcom e, it w as com p aratively  easy  for them  to m ake a 
fresh  start because th ey  had a lw ays liv ed  near the L ith u an ian  
border and had m any re la tives ju st beyond the border.

T h e antecedents, status, and prospects of the V iln a  group are 
en tire ly  d ifferen t from  those of the S u w alk i group.

M ost of the refu gees in the V iln a  district cam e there for 
certain  definite reasons. D urin g the m ass fligh t from  Poland, 
w h ich  began several days a fter the outbreak  of w ar, on ly  a sm all 
num ber of Jew s sought refu ge  in  V iln a , w h ere  th ey  had relatives. 
T h e  m ajo rity  fled  to the eastern  provinces of P oland  to w ait until, 
as th ey  hoped, the P olish  arm y w ou ld  rep el the G erm an invaders 
w ith  the aid of B ritish  and F ren ch  forces. Som e of the youn g 
people w ent to the tow ns close to the eastern  frontier, intending 
som ehow  to get into S o viet R ussia in the event of a G erm an 
victo ry . Zionists and H alu tz you th  stream ed to the cities n ear 
the R um anian frontier, w ith  the idea of m akin g th eir  w a y  to 
P alestin e v ia  Rum ania.

W hen P oland had been subjugated , tens of thousands of 
Jew ish  refu gees found them selves under a S o viet regim e, and 
faced  w ith  the cru cial problem  of how  and w h ere  to start life

THE REFUGEE PROBLEM IN LITHUANIA.
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over again. A s  it w as rum ored that the V iln a  district w as about 
to tran sferred  b y  S o viet R ussia to L ith uan ia, m any Jew s flo ck ed  
to V iln a  fo r  one or another of the fo llow ing reasons : i )  H avin g 
an opportunity to em igrate, th ey  w ished  to get into a n eutral 
cou n try  from  w hich  th ey  could take passage ; 2) th ey  had no
prospects w h atever of a livelihood in the R ussian  zone of occupa­
tion ; 3) th ey  had reason to fear arrest in  eith er zone of occupation 
on personal grounds.

M ost of the V iln a  refugees com e under one of the follow ing 
categories : 1) Zionists of long standing ; 2) H alutzim  and Y o u th  
A l i y a h ; 3) r a b b is ; 4) Y e sh iv a  s tu d e n ts ; 5) individuals w ith
capital in  P alestin e or some other cou n try  ; 6) individuals w ith  
re la tives in  P alestin e or some other cou n try  ; and 7) individuals 
havin g the righ t of en try  into P alestin e or som e other cou ntry  
(holders of visas, return in g residents, e tc .) . A b o u t 25% of th e 

V iln a  refu gees belong in the first and second categories, 25%  in 
the th ird  and fourth , and 25% in  the fifth , sixth , and seventh. 
T h e m ajo rity  are  neither able nor w illin g  to rem ain  in  L ithuan ia, 
and regard  it m erely  as a h a lf-w ay  station. T h e  greater num ber 
entered  L ith u an ia  leg a lly  before V iln a  w as tran sferred  (during 
the in terval b etw een  the signing of the R ussian -L ithuanian tre a ty  
and the L ith u an ian  occupation of the V iln a  d istrict).

b) Legal Status of the Refugees.
T h e legal status of the m ajority  of the refu gees is fa r  from  

satisfactory. T h e sm aller (S u w a lk i)  group en tered  illegally , but 
m ost h ave been granted  the right of dom icile. T h e y  settled  in  
sm all tow ns im m ediately, and are w e ll on the w a y  to  self-support 
w ith  the help of th eir  L ith u an ian  relatives. B u t the larg er (V ilna) 
group of refugees, m ost of w hom  are concentrated in  the c ity  of 
V iln a , is less h ap p ily  placed. In petitioning the L ith u an ian  go­
vernm ent, the Jew ish  spokesm en point out th at since the refugees 
w ere  a lread y  dom iciled in  the V iln a  d istrict at the tim e of the 
transfer, th ey  are  entitled  under international la w  to the sam e 
rights as the rest of the population. T h e L ith u an ian  p olicy  is, 
how ever, dictated b y  variou s fears and apprehensions. T h e
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presence of m an y thousands of refugees from  P oland  is deem ed a 
m enace to the national cu ltu re of L ithuan ia, w h ich  is less advanced 
than that of Poland. So, too, it is feared  that the P olish  language 
w ill gain predom inance, since m an y L ith uan ian s form erly  spoke 
P olish  and acquired  th eir ow n national tongue only in  recen t 
years. The L ith u an ian  authorities are  apprehensive that some of 
the Polish  refu gees m ay fom ent p o litical disturbances. F in ally , 
it is assum ed that a lib eral p olicy  tow ard refu gees w ou ld  attract a 
renew ed and continuous in flu x  from  both the G erm an and the 
R ussian areas of occupation. A l l  these considerations im pelled 
the L ith u an ian  governm ent to issue a new  edict granting the right 
of dom icile only to those refu gees w ho w e re  a lread y  in the country 
p rior to the tran sfer of V iln a. A ll  others thus becam e subject to 
deportation. A  govern m ent bureau, w ith  a com m issioner in 
charge, w as opened for the specific purpose of dealing w ith  the 
refu gee problem .

T he com m issioner im m ediately  proceeded to arrange for the 
th e repatriation of refu gees to the R ussian  and G erm an-occupied 
territories. A n  agreem ent w as m ade w ith  the S o viet governm ent 
w h ereb y  refugees from  the R ussian zone in  P oland  m ight return  
to their hom es b y  D ecem ber 1939. A  sim ilar agreem ent w as to 
be m ade w ith  G erm any, w ith  the im portant proviso that a ll w ho 
refu sed  to retu rn  to the G erm an-occupied area w ould  be required  
to g ive  an adequate reason. In L ith u an ian  o fficia l circles it is 
said, how ever, that in  the case of Jew ish  refugees G erm an anti- 
Sem itism  w ill be accepted  as a va lid  reason for refusal.

The commissioner for refugee affairs has two major functions : 
a) to pass on applications for permission to remain in the country, 
and to indicate the locality of domicile when giving an affirm ative 
decision ; and b) to pass on applications for permission to engage 
in some business or vocation.

The refugees are required by law  to register with the police, 
and the latter indicate to each refugee where he m ay reside. The 
purpose of this law  is to disperse the refugees in the small towns 
and villages. The commissioner for refugee affairs insists that 
the presence in V ilna of many thousands of refugees (both Jewish
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and non-Jew ish) from  P oland retards the “ L ith u an ization ” of the 
capital. T h e law  does not a ffect the S u w alk i refu gees w ho, as 
a lread y  m entioned, settled  in sm all tow ns im m ediately. B u t the 
V iln a  refu gees are  p laced  in an unten able position. If th ey  are 
obliged to p u ll up stakes again, all the adjustm ents th ey  have 
m ade in recen t m onths w ill h ave  been in vain. P ra ctica lly  a ll are 
city-bred  people w ith  the social and cu ltu ral interests of their 
type. R esidence in a large city  is also essential for them  so that 
th ey  m ay keep  up th eir connections w ith  their form er homes, or 
m ake th eir arrangem ents for em igration. T h e w elfare  organ­
izations are opposed to the d ispersal of the refu gees because th ey  
can be m ore e ffe ctiv e ly  assisted w h en  concentrated in  a single 
locality. O n ly  tw o groups of refugees —  those of the Y esh ivo th  
and the H alutz organizations —  agreed  to rem ove some of th eir  
people from  V iln a. T h e  heads of the Y esh ivo th  had decided even  
before the edict w as published that it w ould  be best to re-establish 
th eir institutions in severa l localities, and had a lrea d y  m ade rep ­
resentations to the authorities. F o r exam ple, the Y e sh iv a  of M ir 
has been rem oved to K aidan , and that of R adun to E jszyszki. T he 
H alu tz organizations, also, p referred  not to h ave  a ll th eir m em bers 
in one locality. In connection w ith  the edict th ey  th erefore applied 
for perm ission to send som e of their groups out of V iln a  provided 
that the others w ere  allow ed  to rem ain. T he authorities consented 
to this proposal, and the com m issioner for refu gee affairs in stru ct­
ed the co-ordinating com m ittee of the H alutz organizations to d raw  
up a plan of transfer for som e of the groups to severa l localities 
in  consultation w ith  the V iln a  police. T his plan is now  being 
im plem ented b y  the co-ordinating com m ittee. T h e rem oval of 
Y esh ivo th  and H alutz groups from  V iln a  has eased the tension 
fo r the other refugees, and it is lik e ly  that applications of individ ­
uals w ill now  be m ore fa v o rab ly  considered.

W hen the refu gees presented  them selves for registration, the 
police questioned the righ t of m an y to liv e  a n yw h ere  at a ll in 
L ith uan ia. T h e registration  lists k ep t in a ll the houses a re  
freq u en tly  scrutin ized  b y  the police. W hen the nam es of recen t 
arriva ls  are  found, these are  kn ow n  to h ave en tered  the cou n try
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illega lly , and are th erefore liable to expulsion. T h ere h ave  not 
been m any expulsion s to the R ussian or G erm an zones, but 
m an y Jew s w ho tried  to en ter L ith u an ia  illega lly  w ere  turned 
back at the frontier. W hen “ illeg a ls”  are  caught, th ey  are pun­
ished as rigorou sly  as the law  allows.

A  delegation of Jew ish  leaders, com posed of R abbi I. 
R ubinstein, Dr. I. Robinson, and D r. B ludz, tried  to convince 
the com m issioner fo r  refu gee  affairs that m ost of the Jew s w ho 
com e from  either the G erm an or the R ussian zone of occupation 
a re  political refugees, and th erefore en titled  to the righ t of asylum . 
T h e' delegation even w ent so fa r  as to suggest that each case be 
review ed  sep arate ly  to determ ine w h eth er o* not the refu gee had 
fled  from  political persecution. T he commissioner, insisted, 
how ever, that it w as his d u ty  to ch eck the ever-in creasin g in flu x  
of refugees.

T h e p o licy  of the L ith u an ian  govern m ent in regard  to the 
em ploym ent —  or, rather, the right to w o rk  —  of the refu gees is 
v e ry  uncom prom ising. A ll  efforts to obtain perm ission to w o rk  
have failed, excep t in the single instance of the refu gee H alutzim , 
w ho are a llow ed  to w o rk  on the land. A  recent order forbids 
refu gees to w o rk  w ithout special police perm its. R efu gee  w riters 
and journalists are  not allow ed  to w rite  for L ith u an ian  or even 
for foreign  papers, and m ay not have typ e w riters in their 
possession. R efu gees are also prohibited from  takin g part in the 
w ork of an y  organization. T h e y  are thus r ig id ly  exclu d ed  from  
the econom ic and social life  of the country. Since, ow ing to w ar 
conditions, their d eparture cannot be hastened, th ey  are isolated, 
and allow ed  to do nothing excep t w ait for an opportunity to 
em igrate.

Internm ent cam ps fo r  refu gees are under consideration, and 
it appears that at least one such cam p w ill be established for 
Polish  refu gees w ho, in the opinion of the L ith u an ian  police, are 
a m enace to the public se cu rity  w hen at large. Som e Jew s w ill 
also prob ably  be sent to the camp. It is possible that a labor 
camp m ay be established as w ell, since the authorities w ish  to 
u tilize the services of som e of the dependent refugees. T hough

67



these plans are  not lik e ly  to be im plem ented in the near fu tu re , 
th ey are su fficien tly  definite to cause an xiety.

c) A id  for the Jewish Refugees.
P ra ctica lly  a ll the Jew ish  refu gees are  destitute, as v e ry  few  

w ere  able to bring a w a y  an y  valuables. T he refugees of th e 
S u w alk i d istrict are  aided b y  local com m ittees in the sm all tow ns 
w h ere th ey  h ave settled, b u t the E zra  com m ittee of K o vn o  provides 
m ost of the funds. A b o u t 80% of these re lie f funds are derived  
from  L ith u an ian  sources, and on ly  about 20% from  abroad 
(ch iefly  from  the Joint D istribution  C om m ittee). T h e re lie f activ­
ities in  the V iln a  district are  conducted b y  a sub-com m ittee o f 
the Jew ish  C om m un ity C ou ncil of V iln a. A l l  the funds come 
from  abroad (ch iefly  from  the Joint D istribution  C o m m itte e).

T he S u w alk i refugees receive  rent, clothing, and a d aily  
cash allow ance (at the rate of lit for individuals, 2 lit and 25 
cents for fam ilies of two, 3 lit for fam ilies of three, e tc .) .

T he V iln a  refu gees receive  rent, clothing, and m eals (th e  
latter at the public kitchens opened b y  the P oale  Z ionr 
M izrachi, G en eral Zionists, A g u d ath  Israel, B und, and other 
organ ization s). T h e rent allow ance is in some cases distributed  
d irectly  to fam ilies and individuals, and in  others used for dorm i­
tories for groups of refugees.

T h e refugee H alutzim  are assisted co llective ly  b y  the co­
ordinating com m ittee of their organizations. T h e d aily  per capita 
food allow ance is 0.90 lit. T h e P alestin e C om m ittee for the A id  
of R efu gees from  P oland in  L ith u an ia  assists Zionists of long 
standing and H alutzim  w ith  grants tow ard  trave llin g  expenses, 
and com m unal leaders w ith  m aintenance allow ances. T his Com ­
m ittee also helps to finance the H alutz training cam ps and the 
Y o u th  A liyah .

T he burning question at the m om ent is not, how ever, the form  
or m anner of dispensing relief to refu gees (though com plaints 
and criticism s are not lack in g), b u t the lega l status of the re lie f 
w ork  itself. F or some tim e past the L ith u an ian  governm ent has 
favored  am algam ation of all the re lie f activ ities on the ground
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that separate provision for Jew ish and Polish  refu gees tends to 
arouse the resentm ent of the latter. T h e Jew s h ave  had m uch 
experience in organizing re lie f activities, the P oles v e ry  little. 
T here is no adequately  organized provision for the aid of the 
Polish  refugees, so that th ey  not seldom  go cold and h u n gry  and 
shelterless. The sight of the w e ll cared-for Jew ish  refu gees m akes 
them  v e ry  bitter. T h e L ithuan ian  authorities th erefore propose 
to establish a single standard of refugee re lie f b y  uniting a ll the 
activities. A  recent ordinance provides th at a ll re lie f w o rk  for 
refugees is to be centralized under the auspices of the L ith u an ian  
R ed  Cross Society. A ll  re lie f funds received  from  abroad are  to be 
adm inistered b y  a central com m ittee of seven appointed b y  the 
R ed  Cross and com posed of representatives from  all foreign  organ­
izations w hich  send funds for refugees. In this cen tral com m ittee 
the Jew s h ave only one seat, that allotted to the represen tative 
of the Joint D istribution  Com m ittee. A ll  funds received  from  
abroad are to be converted into L ithuan ian  cu rren cy  at the official 
rate  of exchange, and supplem ented to the exten t of 50% from  
the Lithuan ian T reasu ry.

T h e Jew ish  re lie f w ork  is seriously  threatened b y  the proposed 
am algam ation. T he re lie f funds for the Polish  refugees are 
dw indling, and if the funds are  m erged, the non-Jew ish re lie f 
com m ittees abroad w ill p robably cast their burden upon the Jew s 
(in other w ords, upon the Joint D istribution  Com m ittee) and 
cea je  their fund-raising efforts. U nder the n ew  law  the term  
“ refu ge e” has been stretched to include the non-naturalized resi­
dents of the V iln a  d istrict w ho h ave lost their m eans of support 
ow ing to the w ar. The num erous Polish officials w ho w ere  not 
residents of the V iln a  d istrict in 1920 (such residence having been 
essential for naturalization) and w ho h ave been dism issed from  
their posts as a resu lt of the L ithuan ian  occupation, w ill thus be 
included in  the category of refugees, and, as such, entitled to 
assistance from  the relief funds. In this w a y  the num ber of Polish  
refugees w ill be larg ely  augm ented, and all w ill receive  allow ances 
from  the am algam ated funds. The L ith u an ian  governm ent thereby 
burdens contributors abroad (and Jew ish  contributors in p arti­
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cular) w ith  the responsibility of m aintaining thousands of individ­
uals w ho lost their m eans of support w h en  the V iln a  d istrict 
w as restored  to Lithuan ia, and w ho are  not refu gees at a ll in  the 
accepted sense of the term . T h e m erging of re lie f funds and the 
adoption of a share-and-share-alike system  for a ll refugees re ­
gardless of the source of the funds, w ill tend to underm ine the 
w hole Jew ish  undertaking, w hich  b y  this tim e is fa ir ly  w ell 
organized. F or the reasons ju st m entioned, the Joint D istribution 
Com m ittee and the local com m ittees are opposed to the plan. 
T h ey  are negotiating w ith  the L ith u an ian  governm ent and the 
R ed  C ross Society, and it is hoped that an agreem ent satisfactory 
to a ll the parties concerned w ill be arrived  at.

d) Prospects of Solving the Refugee Problem.
A s  m entioned at the beginning of this A pp en d ix , it appears 

that the Jew ish refu gee problem  in L ith u an ia  w ill be solved 
ch iefly  be m eans of em igration. T h e S u w alk i refu gees w ill (it is 
assum ed) be able to strike root in the sm all towns. The m ajority  
of the V iln a  refugees, on the other hand, have pinned all their 
hopes on em igration. F ortu n ately , the prospects of em igration 
are not a ll too lim ited. A b o u t 300 refugees a lread y  h ave visas 
for Palestin e, and a considerable num ber have visas for other 
countries. H undreds of veteran  Zionists, alm ost 2,000 H alutzim , 
over 2,000 Y e sh iv a  students, and scores of rabbis hope to receive  
certificates for P alestin e w hen  the n ext im m igration schedule is 
approved. A  large num ber of refugees w ill obtain visas for 
countries other than Palestine. U nfortu n ately, fe w  are able to 
leave  L ith u an ia  ow ing to the d ifficu lty  of obtaining transit visas 
and to the high costs of transportation. T h e P alestin e Com m ittee 
for the A id  of R efu gees from  Poland in L ithuan ia, w hich  w as 
organized b y  Zionist refugees w ith  the approval of the Zionist 
E xecu tive , is doing m uch to facilitate  em igration to Palestin e 
and other countries. In v ie w  of the u nsatisfactory legal and 
econom ic status of the V iln a  refugees, everyth in g  possible should 
be done to expedite their departure from  L ithuan ia, and to assist 
them  to reach their respective destinations. T he great m ajo rity  
hope to be able to go to Palestine.
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A P P E N D IX  B .

T H E  S IT U A T IO N  O F  T H E  JE W S  O F  E A S T E R N  G A L IC I A .
(A s R eported b y  an E ye-W itn ess).

T he follow ing account of conditions in  E astern  G alicia , now  
officia lly  designated as W estern U krain e, refers to the period 
betw een Septem ber 17, 1939 w hen the territory  w as occupied 

b y  the Russians, and D ecem ber 31 of that year.

1. The Jewish Attitude Toward the Russian Occupation
W hen Soviet troops u nexpectedly crossed the Polish  border, 

the event w as favorab ly  regarded b y  the Jew s because th ereb y  
th ey escaped the greater evil of N azi rule.

T h e Polish anti-Sem ites go about saying that the Jew s are 
pleased w ith  the R ussian occupation. The fact is, how ever, that 
the Jew s regarded an invasion, w h eth er R ussian  or G erm an, 
as disastrous to their ow n interests ; but, as b etw een  the one and 
the other, th ey w ere  bound to prefer occupation b y  the Russians, 
know in g that a Soviet regim e w ould not m urder or torture them  
for the “ crim e” of their Jew ish birth.

N ot only the Jew s, but a ll responsible P oles p referred  Soviet 
to N azi rule. W hen Russian troops appeared in  the gates of 
L v o v  after the c ity  had been besieged b y  the G erm ans for ten  
days and fu rth er resistance w as seen to be hopeless, the Poles, 
under the leadership of G en eral L an ger, decided to subm it to  
the R ussians rath er than hand the city  over to the Germ ans.

T hat the Jew s of E astern  G alicia  had reason to be appre­
hensive about N azi rule w as soon obvious from  reports received  
from  the w estern  provinces of Poland. The section of Eastern 
G alicia  w hich includes the im portant cities of P rzem yśl, Sam bor, 
D rohobyslaw , and S trj, w as under G erm an rule for several w eeks. 
W hen I visited  those cities im m ediately after their transfer to the 
R ussians under the dem arcation agreem ent, I w as inform ed that 
the Jew s had been m altreated  everyw h ere. T h e Jew ish  shops 
had been looted b y  the G erm an m ilitary  w ho, w h ile  ostensibly 
m aking purchases, either paid some rid iculous sum  or nothing
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a t all. Ju st p rior to the en try  of the R ussians, the N azis p illaged 
m an y Jew ish  homes, and carted  a w a y  im m ense quantities of 
household stu ff to the G erm an-occupied  territory . T h e Jew s 
w e re  torm ented in the classic N azi fashion. Prom inen t Jew s 
w e re  com pelled to clean  w . c.’s, sw eep the pavem ents, and dance 
(as in S tr j)  in  the m ain squares. V en erab le  J ew s w ere  forced 

to ru n  in street races. T h e A u stria n  soldiers, w h ile  fr ien d ly  and 
hum ane, confided to the Jew s that th ey  had to be v e ry  carefu l 
in  the presence of th eir G erm an com rades, and m ore especially  
in  the presence of the G erm an you th  and G estapo agents. T he 
J ew ish  com m unity of P rzem ysl, w h ere the G estapo w as active  for 
se vera l days, had a p ecu liarly  terrib le  experience. O v e r  600 Jew s 
w e re  seized as hostages in  that c ity  and m urdered  to the last man. 
T h eir  corpses w ere  flu n g  into a pit used as an a ir raid  shelter. 
It is h ard ly  strange, then, that the Jew s p referred  the R ussian 
occupation as the lesser evil.

N evertheless, the fact is that the Jew s did not receive  the R ed 
troops w ith  an y  d egree of enthusiasm . T he Jew ish  Com m unists, 
of course, w ere  p le a s e d ; but so w e re  the U k rain ian  and the 
P olish  Com m unists. In v ie w  of the allegations of the P olish  anti- 
Sem ites that the Jew s rejo iced  at the R ussian  invasion  of E astern 
G alic ia , the fo llow in g  facts should be borne in  m ind :

F irst and forem ost, the Jew ish  people is a lw ays held  respon­
sib le b y  th e anti-Sem ites fo r  the acts of a fe w  in d iv id u a ls ; 
and, second, the J ew s form  alm ost 80% of the population in some 
of the provin cial tow ns. W hen C om m unist demonstration's w ere  
held  in such tow ns, Jew s n atu ra lly  predom inated, though 
U krain ian s and P oles also took part. It is on such isolated instances 
that the charges are  based, w h ile  no account is taken  of facts such 
as that thousands of U krain ian s w ho u n til recen tly  w e re  ardent 
nationalists, h ave now  placed them selves at the serv ice  of the 
Russians, and that num erous U krain ian s are holding im portant 
posts in the S o viet regim e. B u t w hen  a fe w  Jew s are found 
serv in g  in  the m ilitia, or an occasional J e w  holds a governm ent 
post to w hich  he could not h ave aspired under the form er regim e, 
w h o lly  in accurate conclusions are draw n  about the stand of the

72



Jew ish population. If there are  fe w  P olish  Com m unists in  E astern  
G alicia, this is only n atu ral because, excep t in a fe w  of th e 
provincial towns, there are no Polish  w orkingm en.

I have discussed this m atter at som e length  because the ch arge 
that the Jew s of E astern  G alicia  are  p ro-Soviet w ill doubtless b e 
heard again and again.

T h e P oles are as hostile as ev e r  to the Jew s. T h reats are  
often heard that th ey  w ill settle accounts w ith  the Jew s at th e 
first opportunity. B ut, of course, there are  m an y sensible P o les 
who realize that the m ajority  of the Jew s regard  the R ussian  
occupation as disastrous, and w ho do not b lam e the w hole Jew ish  
population for the beh avior of a few  Jew ish  Com m unists o r  
“ L um pen proletariat.”

2. Is There a Jewish Question in the Russian-Occupied Territory ?
I h ave been rep eated ly  asked  w h eth er there is a J ew ish  

Q uestion in the R ussian-occupied  territory , and w h eth er a n y  
Jew s have been appointed to im portant governm ent positions. 
I a lw ays rep ly  that there is no Jew ish  question in  E astern  G alic ia , 
because the S o viet regim e a ctu a lly  does not discrim inate betw een 
Jew s and non-Jew s ; but that, on the other hand, Jew s are  not 
appointed to responsible posts. Jew s are, indeed, enrolled  in  
the m ilitia organized in  a ll parts of the occupied territo ry  un d er 
the supervision of the P olish  police, but not in  unlim ited  num bers. 
M inor appointm ents in public institutions and schools, from  w hich 
Jew s w ere p revio u sly  excluded, are  now  open to them . Jew ish  
engineers also are  em ployed. So, too, Jew ish  students are adm itted  
to educational institutions w h ere there w as fo rm erly  a num erus 
clausus. T h e fact rem ains, nevertheless, that the Jew s —  and th is 
also applies to the Jew ish  Com m unists —  h ave no opportunity to 
influence political developm ents.

N ot a single im portant govern m ent fun ction has been entrusted  
to a Jew . T he responsible tasks are  allotted  to R ussian  officials. 
In  districts w here local m en are em ployed for such purposes, 
the posts go only to U krainians.
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C oncern in g the rum ors about num erous appointm ents of Jew s 
as m ayors in G alic ian  cities, I w ould  say that not even  one such 
appointm ent w as m ade.

T h e fo llow in g instances are typical. A t  the conference of the 
N ation al S o viet w h ich  w as convened in L v o v  in O ctober 1939 
and passed a resolution favorin g  the ann exation  of “ W estern 
U k ra in e” to the S o viet U nion, there w ere  few er than 20 Jew s 
am ong the 1,700 delegates. T w o instances are know n to m e of 
w orkin gm en  w ho w ished to nom inate Jew ish  com rades or w ell- 
kn ow n  Jew ish  Com m unists as th eir delegates to that conference, 
but w e re  instructed  to nom inate U krain ian s instead. In L vov, 
w h ere  the Jew s form  alm ost 30% of the population, only 2 dele­
gates w ere  elected  out of a total of 160.

W h y are not the Jew s perm itted  to exercise  an y  influence 
on political developm ents in E astern  G alic ia  ? B ecau se the R u s­
sians w ish  to p lay  up to the U krainians, w ho w ere  p reviou sly  
exclu d ed  from  the political life of the country. T h eir po licy  is 
sum m ed up in the form ula that “ W estern  U k ra in e” m ust be 
nationalist in form  and socialist in content. T h e practice  in this 
respect is not w h o lly  consistent w ith  the theory. T h e U krainians 
a re  still exclu ded  from  the k e y  posts, to a ll of w hich  R ussians 
are appointed. B u t in order to w in  the good w ill of the U krainians, 
w h ich  involves takin g account of th eir nationalist and anti-Sem itic 
sentim ents, the R ussians ca refu lly  avoid  g iv in g  an y  im pression 
that the Jew s now  en joy fu lle r  rights or ex ert greater political 
influen ce than under the P olish  regim e.

I m ight m ention, in passing, that Jew ish  officers and soldiers 
from  the S o viet U nion told us that the Jew s of R ussia hold no 
im portant posts in the civ il adm inistration, but that th ere are  
J e w s in the v e ry  highest ranks of the R ed  arm y. In th eir candid 
m om ents, these m en told us that w h ile  anti-Sem itism  is suppressed 
in R ussia and all offenses are  rigorou sly  punished, m any R ussians 
(and U krainians in particu lar) h ave rem ained anti-Sem itic at heart.

T o sum  up. N o im portant political functions are entrusted  to 
Jew s in the R ussian zone of occupation. This applies as w e ll to 
J ew ish  Com m unists. Jew s are appointed only to m inor posts.
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No great confidence is reposed in  them , as th ey  are suspected 
of Trotskyism .

3. The Effects of the Soviet Regime upon the Economic Status
of the Jews of Eastern Galicia

In review in g  the situation in E astern  G alicia , the conclusion 
is inescapable that the great m ajo rity  of the Jew s h ave been 
deprived  of a ll m eans of earning a living. T h e occupations in 
w hich m ost G alic ian  Jew s w ere  engaged —  p etty  trade, brokerage, 
industry, and the lik e  —  are banned in  a Socialist or Com m unist 
State. T h e re la tiv e ly  sm all num bers of Jew s w ho ow ned estates 
or apartm ent houses, or liv ed  on th eir incom e, are  in th e sam e 
desperate position as the others.

U nder a Socialist regim e th ere is room  only fo r  w orkingm en, 
farm ers, and professional w orkers. T h ere  is a Jew ish  proletariat, 
in  the tru e  sense of the w ord, only in a fe w  of the largest cities. 
(The distinction b etw een  a rea l proletariat and a “ L um penpro- 

le tariat” should be kep t c lea rly  in  mind, as the num ber of Jew s 
among the latter is not sm a ll) . T h e Jew ish  “ L um p en p roletariat,” 
w ho a lw ays had a h ard  stru gg le  for existen ce and exp ected  better 
conditions under S o viet ru le, h ave been  so rely  disappointed. Jobs 
are no m ore p len tifu l than before, and the cost of liv in g  has 
increased, as th ere is an acu te shortage of essential foodstuffs and 
of fuel. T h e  only a ltern ative  is to m igrate to C en tra l R ussia, 
w here w orkingm en find jobs in the m ines of the D on B asin.

T h ere  are v e ry  fe w  Jew ish  farm ers in  E astern  G alicia , so that 
the p rivileges accorded to that class h ave  no a llev ia to ry  effect for 
the Jew ish  population in  general.

T h e  Jew ish  professional class consists of law yers, officials, 
physicians, pharm acists, teachers, and engineers.

T h e law yers lost th eir m eans of livelihood  at the outbreak  of 
the w ar, w hen  all the courts w ere  closed. A s  the courts h ave 
not y e t been re-opened, th eir  situation is serious. T h e law yers 
h ave few e r  prospects than an y  other class of professional w o rk ers 
because the R ussian  ju d icia l system  is so organized  th at only a
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fe w  of the m an y can hope to be appointed. A n d , at that, only 
those w ill be chosen w ho are  not po litica lly  suspect.

T h ere  w e re  only a fe w  Jew ish  officials in the governm ent 
serv ice  un d er the P olish  regim e. S u ch  officials are  certain  of 
th eir posts if  on ly  th eir  departm ents h ave not been abolished.

T h e  physicians a re  perm itted  to continue in  p rivate  practice 
until Jan u ary  i ,  1940. T h e y  a re  then to pass into th e serv ice  of 
the governm ent, and w ill h ave  to settle in w h atever loca lity  is 
indicated  to them . T his is the place to m ention th at licenses h ave 
been granted  to hundreds of Jew ish  physicians w ho held diplom as 
from  non-Polish u n iversities b u t w e re  unable to practice because 
licenses w e re  issued only after special exam inations had been 
passed, and then v e ry  rarely.

T he righ t to w o rk  has also been granted  to pharm acists w ith  
foreign  diplom as. A l l  pharm acies w ere  nationalized in  D ecem ber 
1939. Som e of the proprietors w ere  taken  into the serv ice  of the 
governm ent, but th e w e alth y  ones are told th at th ey  w ill be 
perm itted  to w o rk  w hen th ey  h ave  becom e as poor as their 
form er em ployees.

T h e engineers and teachers w e re  perm itted  to go on w ith  
th eir w ork, and the unem ployed now  h ave prospects of posts.

D u rin g  the first w e ek s of the R ussian  occupation, the m ajority  
of the G alician  Jew s, w ho are  not artisans, farm ers, or profes­
sional w orkers, w e re  not b ad ly  off. Socia l and econom ic reform s 
w ere  not im m ediately  instituted  because, w ith  the elections to 
the N ational S o viet pending, the R ussians w ished to keep  the 
m iddle-class under the illusion that changes in  the existin g order 
w ould  com e about only grad ually . T h ere  w ere  n aive persons 
w ho a ctu a lly  b elieved  that th ere w as room  in  th e S o viet U nion 
for tw o  u tterly  disparate social orders.

L an dow n ers w ere  the first to suffer, as th eir  p rop erty  w as 
confiscated im m ediately  a fter the en try  of the R ussians. E ven  
tin y  farm s w e re  nationalized  if  the ow ners w ere  found w orkin g 
th eir land w ith  the help of h ired  laborers. T h e decisions w ere 
le ft to v illag e  com m ittees, w hich  w ere  com posed of peasants w ith  
anti-Sem itic leanings. W here the a b ility  of a farm er to w o rk  his
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land him self w as doubtful, the decision w as u su a lly  favo rab le  
in  the case of an U krain ian  and the reverse  in  the case of a Jew .

C om m erce and ind u stry  w ere  not im m ediately  su bjected  to 
reform s and restrictions. T h e N ation al S o viet of “ W estern 
U k ra in e” resolved  in  favo r of nationalizing the banks and the 
large factories. A  num ber of Jew ish m an ufacturers w ere  affected  
b y  this m easure, but th ey  w e re  retained as m anagers of th eir 
plants at salaries fix ed  b y  the com m ittees of em ployees.

T h e N ation al Soviet adopted no m easures against p rivate  
trade because in  any event the shops w e re  bound to close w hen  
their stocks w ere  exh austed  and no new  m erchandise could be 
obtained b y  the shopkeepers. B u t it w as not anticipated that 
extrem e m easures w ould  be taken, because care had been e x e r­
cised not to do anything that m ight shake the com m ercial structure. 
W hen prices w ent up, the shopkeepers w e re  a llow ed  to charge 
as m uch as th ey  pleased for their goods. T h en  suddenly, in 
D ecem ber 1939, steps w ere  taken  to adjust the econom ic order of 
E astern  G alic ia  to that of the Soviet Union. T h e m anufacturers 
w ho had been retained as m anagers w e re  suddenly dism issed. 
T h e shops w e re  closed, and their stocks confiscated. Thousands 
of shop assistants w ere th row n  out of w ork. O n ly  co-operative 
shops are now  functioning, but there are so fe w  of these th at 
only a sm all num ber of the unem ployed assistants can hope to 
find w o rk  in  them . Besides, most of the co-operatives w e re  or­
ganized b y  U krainians under the P olish  regim e, and these w ill 

em ploy no Jew s.

A p artm en t houses h ave not been confiscated. A s  m any of 
the houses in E astern  G alic ia  belong to Jew s, this w ou ld  have 
been a favorin g  circum stance excep t that the landlords can collect 
no rents, either because the tenants re a lly  cannot p a y  or because 
th ey  kn ow  that no court w ill issue an order requ irin g them  to 
vacate  the prem ises. In  an y  case, it is thought lik e ly  that the 

houses w ill soon be confiscated.

Since the n ew  p olicy  w as inaugurated, w e a lth y  Jew ish  m anu­
factu rers and m erchants h ave been harassed in a v a rie ty  of w ays.
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M an y h ave been d eprived  of th eir  last pen ny on the p retex t that 
th ey  did not p ay  taxes to the Polish  governm ent.

A  staggering b low  w as dealt to the w h ole population on 
D ecem ber 31, 1939, w hen the zlo ty  w as en tire ly  devaluated. 
A fte r  the occupation the zlo ty  had been placed on a p ar w ith  the 
rub le  (though the banks n ever exch an ged  zlo tys fo r  r u b le s ) . 
W hen the zlo ty  suddenly lost its va lu e, m illions of people w ere  
rend ered  destitute. M erchants w ho had sold goods to R ussians 
for m any thousands of zlo tys but neglected  to con vert the m oney 
into rub les or dollars, found th at th ey  had parted  w ith  th eir 
stock fo r  nothing. A t  first the R ussians paid fo r everyth in g  in 
rubles. Then, a fter the m iddle of O ctober, th ey  paid only in 
zlotys. T h e inference is th erefore th at even  at th at ea rly  date 
the devaluation  of the zloty, and the consequent liquidation  of 
com m erce and capital, had a lread y  been decided upon. P eop le  
w ho lived  on th eir capital or savings w e re  beggared.

G old, jew e lry , and articles of com m on use are ra re ly  confis­
cated, excep t in the provincial tow ns, and then are taken  m ostly 
from  the rich. T h e  procedure is m ore rigorous, as a rule, in  the 
provinces than in  the large cities. In some tow ns the authorities 
ordered the w h ole population to tu rn  over m oney, jew els, and 
clothing va lu ed  in  excess of a certain  figure. In  P rzem yśl, for 
exam ple, a “ P o v e rty  W eek ” w as proclaim ed w hen  everyth in g  e x ­
ceeding a designated va lu e  had to be turn ed  over to the autho­
rities. S u ch  m easures affect the Jew s in the m ain, since th ey  form  
the m ajo rity  of the population in  the sm all tow ns. In m any cities 
apartm ents h ave been confiscated fo r  the ben efit of R ussian  offi­
cers and officials. T h e origin al tenants are considered fortu n ate 
if th ey  are le ft w ith  a single room  for th eir fam ilies. T h is policy, 
also, affects Jew s m ore than others because th e y  are  so larg e ly  an 
urban population.

F rom  w h at has been said here, it w ill be obvious that th e 
econom ic foundations of a large section of G alic ian  J e w ry  h ave  
been destroyed.
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4- Jewish Culture and the Non-Political Organizations.
A s I h ave a lready stated, there is no such  th in g as a Jew ish  

Q uestion in  the territory  under Soviet rule. B u t, unless conditions 
change, the Jew s, as Jew s, w ill soon disappear lik e  the Jew ish  
Question.

In principle, the U krainian, Polish, and Y id d ish  languages 
are  equal in  the eyes of the law . T h e practice does not, how ever, 
conform  to the principle. T hough a ll o fficia l proclam ations should 
be issued in  the three languages, only U krain ian  and P olish  w ere  
em ployed in the large cities in  the beginning of the R ussian 
occupation. W hen the authorities in  L v o v  w e re  rem inded that 
this constituted discrim ination against the Y id d ish  language, th ey  
adm itted the justice  of the charge. Sin ce then, the proclam ations 
are printed in only one lan guage —  U krain ian  or P olish  !

H ebrew  is dubbed a “ reactio n ary” lan guage and its use is 
banned. A ll  the H ebrew  schools m ust now  em ploy Y id d ish  as 
th eir lan guage of instruction. So, also, m ust the Jew ish  schools 
w hose m edium  of instruction w as fo rm erly  Polish. T h e sudden 
change has g iven  rise to m any difficulties, because m an y teachers 
and pupils do not know  Y id d ish  w e ll enough fo r  the purpose. 
To com plicate m atters, a system  of phonetic spelling has been 
decreed w h ich  disguises the H ebrew  origin of m an y com mon 
Y id d ish  w ords. T h e use of H ebrew  idiom s in  Y id d ish  is avoided 
as m uch as possible.

L ik e  the other papers of E astern  G alicia, the tw o  Jew ish 
dailies (“ C h w ila ” in Polish  and “ D e r M orgen” in  Y id d ish ) did 
not appear during the G erm an siege. T h e y  h ave  not resum ed 
publication, as none but Com m unist papers are  now  perm itted. 
T h e building, printin g shop, and other p rop erty  of “ C h w ila ” 
w ere  confiscated and handed over to an U krain ian  daily, the 
“ W ilna U k ra in a .”  N o provision has been m ade for the staff of 
“ C h w ila ” on the ground that th ey  “ served  the editors.” O f the 
few  em ployees of the printing shop w hose services h ave been 

retained, only one is a Jew .
Im m ediately after th eir en try  into L v o v , the R ussians gave 

perm ission fo r  the establishm ent of U krain ian  and P olish  dailies,
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b u t “ saw  no reason” fo r  allow ing a  Y id d ish  successor to “ D e r 
M orgen.” O n ly  three m onths later, in  D ecem b er 1939, did a Y id d ish  
d aily  begin  to appear.

T he Jew ish  relig ion  is regarded  as a personal m atter, and its 
practice  is not in terfered  w ith  so long as it does not go beyond 
personal bounds, even  though th ere is m uch propaganda against 
religion in general. B u t the relig ious life  of G alic ian  J e w ry  is 
bound to declin e in an y  even t because no funds w ill be availab le  
for synagogues ow ing to the dissolution of the com m unity councils 
and th e im poverishm ent of the Jew ish  population. T h e R ussians 
h ave  not im posed a ban on relig ion  because th e y  assum e that it 
w ill ev en tu a lly  disappear of itself.

Jew ish  organizations of a non-political ch aracter h ave  not 
been disbanded, but a ll the Jew ish  trade-unions h ave  been m erged 
w ith  the P olish  and U k rain ian  trade-unions. T h e ex ecu tive  com ­
m ittees of the am algam ated  unions are  com posed m ostly  of 
U krainians. T h ere  are  v e ry  fe w  Jew ish  m em bers on these com ­
m ittees, because the class affiliation  of the candidates w as an 
im portant factor in determ ining w ho should and w ho should not 
be nom inated. S in ce m ost of the Jew s com e from  the com m ercial 
and other “ non-productive”  classes, and the U krain ian s are ch iefly  
of peasant stock, th e la tter w e re  of course preferred . In the 
am algam ated co-operatives, also, the U krain ian s h ave  the upper 
hand. W hen the co-operatives w e re  re-organized  after the am al­
gam ation, som e of the Jew ish  em ployees w e re  dism issed.

T h e Jew ish  com m unity councils ceased to fu n ction  as soon 
as the R ussians appeared. In the p rovin cia l tow ns, the p rop erty  
of the com m unity councils w as confiscated and th eir offices closed. 
T h e  large p rop erty  holdings of the Jew ish  C om m u n ity  C ou n cil 
of L v o v  are  in  process of liquidation. In  the m eantim e, a com ­
m ittee of its em ployees is in  charge of the hospital, orphanage, 
cem etery, etc. W hen the affa irs of the C o u n cil are w ound up, 
its p rop erty  w ill be tak en  o ver b y  the govern m ent or the 
m unicipality, w h ich  w ill then assum e respon sib ility  for the 
m aintenance of its institutions. T h at these institutions w ill no 
lon ger bear a sp ecifica lly  Jew ish  ch aracter is certain.
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5. Political Organizations.
T h e Jew ish  parties d iscontinued th eir  p o litical activ ities on 

the v e ry  first d ay  of the R ussian  occupation. T h ou gh  th ey  received  
no orders from  the n ew  authorities, it  seem ed the p art of w isdom  
to do so. T he U krain ian  and P olish  parties also disbanded 
vo lun tarily .

T h e Zionists and B undists are eq u a lly  persecuted, —  the 
form er because th ey  are  nationalistic and the latter because th ey  
are  regarded  as the “ m inions of the capitalists.”  It seem s to be 
the p o licy  of the authorities to h a rry  Socialists in  general. O n 
the other hand, v e ry  little  notice is tak en  of the A g u d a th  Israel, 
w h ich  is regarded  as in no w a y  dangerous to the n ew  order.

T h e arrests of Jew s h ave so fa r  been confined to Zionists and 
B undists. T w o  Zionist leaders —  D r. Som m erstein, a m em ber of 
the P olish  Sejm , and Prof. Schorr, a W arsaw  rab bi and m em ber 
of the P olish  S en ate —  have been arrested. O th er prom inent 
Zionists taken  into custody include D r. W an dell of Strj, D r. 
A d elsb erg  of D rohobycz, D r. A rn o ld  of S tanislaw , and M r. 
Schutzm ann of B oryslaw . In  P rzem ysl, the head of the local 
R evision ist organization w as arrested. A m on g the B undists arrested  
in  L v o v  w as D r. E inaeugler. V ic to r  C h ayes, vice-chairm an  of 
the m unicipal council of L v o v  and form er chairm an of the Jew ish 
C om m un ity C ou n cil of that city, w as arrested  in com m on w ith  
the other m em bers of the m unicipal council. N o one kn ow s w h at 
charges w e re  p referred  against these m en b y  th e G P U . T h e 
terrorist m ethods of the G P U  are such th at it  is not possible to 
m ake representations in  fa vo r of the prisoners or even  to learn  

w h at sentences h ave  been im posed on them .
In D ecem ber 1939, the officers of the P olish  reserves (some 

of w hom  are Jew s) w e re  arrested. T h e y  had been ordered to 
reg ister at the offices of the G P U  a fe w  days a fter the en try  of 

th e R ed  troops.
It is lik e ly  th at rep ressive m easures w ill  be tak en  against the 

Zionists of the ran k  and file  because th e y  are  n e xt on the list 
a fte r  the U k rain ian  and the P olish  nationalists. A l l  Zionist a c tiv ­
ities, such as K e re n  H ayesod, K e re n  K ayem eth , and the P alestin e
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Im m igration O ffice, h ave  of course had to b e discontinued. T h e 
K e re n  H ayesod and K e re n  K a ye m eth  funds, w h ich  could not be 
w ith d raw n  from  the banks before the ou tb reak  of w a r because 
six  m onths’ notice had to be given, m ust be regarded  as lost. 
E ven  if  the m on ey has not been confiscated, it  is w orth less since 
the d evaluation  of the zloty.

6. Social Welfare Institutions
N ot only  the p olitical parties, but the social w e lfa re  in stitu­

tions h ave  been liquidated. T h eir  activ ities h ave  been tak en  over, 
in  so fa r  as w o rks of philan thropy are  tolerated  at all, b y  the 
central govern m ent in  som e cases and b y  the m unicipalities in  
others.

S in ce th ere are  n ow  no facilities for em igration, and em igra­
tion is illeg a l in an y  even t un d er the R ussian  regim e, the offices 
of the H IA S  and the H IC E M  in L v o v  h ave  been closed.

T h e free  loan societies (w hich  granted  short-term  loans w ith ­
out interest) h ave  been liquidated.

Thousands of G alic ian  Jew s w ho w e re  in  com fortable circum ­
stances a fe w  m onths ago are  now  on th e v e rg e  of starvation. 
W hen th e y  h ave  sold all th eir  possessions and can no lon ger look 
to th eir  re la tives for help, th ey  w ill h ave no a ltern ative  b u t to 
em igrate to C en tra l R ussia. E ven  this a ltern ative, h ow ever, is 
open only to the youn g and the robust.

T h e p ligh t of the m any thousands of refu gees from  the G e r­
m an-occupied territo ry  is, if  anything, ^ e n  m ore desperate. V e r y  
fe w  h ave fun ds or su fficient clothing. T hose w ho did not e x ­
change th eir  zlo tys fo r  foreign  cu rren cy  before D ecem ber 31 are 
penniless. T h e y  cannot exp ect help from  an y  quarter, since the 
G alic ian  Jew s them selves a re  p ractica lly  destitute. T he author­
ities u rge  the J ew ish  refu gees to go to E astern  R ussia, w h ich  for 
m an y is the on ly  a ltern ativ e  to starvation.

T h e  stream  of refu gees to E astern  G alic ia  w as augm ented 
from  d ay  to day, because J ew s fled  not on ly  from  th e G erm an- 
occupied part of Poland, b u t also from  G erm an y, A u stria , and 
C zech oslovakia. Som e refu gees w e re  forced  b y  the G erm ans to



cross the fron tier near P rzem ysl, though it is o fficia lly  closed by 
the Russians. In O ctober 1939 all the Jew s w ith  the exception 
of a few  artisans w ere exp elled  from  the tow ns near P rzem ysl 
(e.g., P rzew orsk, L an cut, and R adym no) and driven  across the 
border.

T h e large num ber of Jew s w ho seek  refu ge in the Russian 
zone of occupation flee  from  the N azi terror, n atu ra lly  preferrin g 
E astern  G alic ia  to the Jew ish  “ reservation ” at L ub lin . T h e G e r­
m ans m ake no d ifficu lty  about th eir going. W hen the refugees 
reach  the frontier, the G erm ans take a w a y  all th ey  have, and let 
them  proceed. T he d ifficu lties are  m ade only b y  the R ussian 
fron tier guards.

J ew s from  the L u b lin  and B ie lce  districts have also taken 
refu ge  in the R ussian-occupied zone. T hat part of Poland w as 
taken  b y  the G erm ans during the early  phase of the invasion. 
U nder the first R ussian -G erm an agreem ent, the L u b lin  and B ielce  
d istricts w ere occupied b y  the R ussians ; but under the second 
and fin al agreem ent, th ey w ere  handed back to the G erm ans.

M an y Jew s w ish  to em igrate from  E astern  G alicia , but em i­
gration  is illegal. O n ly  a fe w  succeed in escaping to R um ania or 
L ithuan ia. M an y Jew s in E astern G alic ia  could solve their prob­
lem  b y  em igration, if only it w ere perm itted, as th ey  have capital 

invested  abroad.
T hings h ave reached such a pass th at the rem ark is often 

heard that the Jew s in the G erm an-occupied  territo ry  are no 
w orse off than those in the R ussian zone, since th ey  are at least 
a llow ed  to em igrate. M an y people fee l that th ere is little  to 
choose b etw een  racial and econom ic persecution ; the effect is 
m uch the sam e in either case. T h e other nationalities also suffer, 
but that does not ease the distress of the Jew s.

T h e hopelessness of the situation in E astern G alicia  m ay w ell 
be illustrated  b y  the attitude of fam ilies w hose heads h ave som e­
how  succeeded in getting into Rum ania. A s  recen tly  as D ecem ­
ber 1939 these m en w ere getting telegram s from  hom e urging 
them  to return. (The R ussian  consul in B u ch arest had filed  all 
applications fo r  visas to E astern  G alicia, and prom ised to furnish
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such visas at an early  d a te ) . N ow , how ever, the fam ilies are  w ir­
ing the refugees in R um ania to stay  w here th ey  are and appeal­
ing to them  in veiled  or surreptitious m essages to m ake arran ge­
m ents for th eir ow n illegal en try  into R um ania. V e r y  fe w  have 
succeeded in doing so. T his radical change in the situation in 
Eastern G alic ia  occurred  in the course of a few  w eeks.

T he Jew s of E astern G alicia  are in an abso lutely  untenable 
position. T h e y  began to realize how  m atters stood only w hen the 
econom ic order of E astern G alicia  w as converted  into a counter­
part of that of Soviet Russia. T h e illusions about R ussian po licy  
in E astern G alic ia  w ere dissipated w ith in  a fe w  w eek s a fter the 
en try  of the S o viet troops. U nless some radical change soon takes 
place in the political situation, the Jew s of E astern G alic ia  are 
doom ed to go under.
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