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No. ]. AUGUST, 1832. P r i c e  T w o p e n c e .

E x tr a c t  from , the P ro te s t o f  the Crown o f  P o land , against the f r s t  P a rtitio n  o f  the C ountry,
"  B u t  th e  p resen t proceedings o f  th e  th re e  C o u rts , g iv in g  th e  m ost serious su b jec t o f  com plain t to th e  K in g , (S tanislas 

A u g u stu s  P o n ia tow sk i.) and ttie  d u ties o f  h is  crow n n o t p e rm ittin g  h im  to  bo silen t on th is  occasion, h e  declares in th e  
m ost solem n m an n er, th a t  h e  looks upon th e  ac tu a l se izu re  o f th e  P rov inces o f  P oland by th e  Courts of V ienna, P e ters- 

*''?■' a ? Hn lu s t> v io lent, and  co n tra ry  to  his law fu l r ig h t s ; h e  appeals to  th e  trea tie s , and  Pow ers g u a ran tees
° !  8 ,  a ^ i l t s  £PP'irte ilances* Am* lastly , fu ll of confidence in  th e  ju s t ic e  o f  th e  A lm ig h ty , he lays h is right#
a t  th e  fee t o f  th e  Ł te rn a l  1 h ro n e ; and  pu ts  h is  cause  in to  th e  hands o f th e  K ing  o f K ings, th e  suprem e Ju d g e  o f  n a tio n ^ : 
a n d  m  th e  l u l l  assurance o f H is succour, h e  p r o t e s t s  s o l e m n l y ,  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  w h o l e  u n i v e r s a l  against every  step  
tak e n , o r  to  b e  tak e n , tow ards th e  d ism em bering  o f  P o lan d . G iven a t  W arsaw , O ctober 17th, 1772.”

Signed by the High Chancellors o f  Poland and Lithuania.

THE

1  H E  H u l l  P o l is h  R eco k d  is presented to  th e  public 
under th e  superintendence o f  the Hull L iterary As­
sociation o f  the  Friends o f  Poland, in th e  anxious 
hope and expectation that the  authentic particulars, 
for the  diffusion o f  which it is designed, will tend 
to  preserve amongst our countrym en, a lively and lasting 
interest in the  condition of Poland.

W ith ' this im portant object id view,— im portant no t 
only to  the  Poles themselves, bu t to  the whole o f 
Christian and civilized E urope,— the Society has deter­
mined upon publishing historical documents of various 
descriptions, and original contributions calculated to  afford 
a  correct knowledge o f th e  Poles,— o f their country, 
science, literature, manners, customs, and institutions civil 
and religious,— together with such illustrations o f interna­
tional Law, and intelligence o f recent events, as may 
enable th e  public to  form a ju st judgm ent upon the 
dreadful tragedy now approaching its catastrophe on the 
thea tre  o f  Poland.

T h e  transactions o f  Societies and meetings, having a 
kindred object, will be noticed.

Poetry , original and select, will embellish o u r colum ns; 
anecdotes will be interspersed; and every available means 
will be used to make this publication useful and in­
teresting.

T he “  R ecord” will appear occasionally, bu t not a t 
sh o rte r intervals than one m onth.

O ur first num ber is occupied, chiefly, with the  literary 
defence o f the Poles,

T he members o f the Hull Polish Society feel th a t no apo­
logy is necessary to  justify their attem pt to cultivate a field 
as yet bu t little  regarded. They plead the cause o f hum a­
nity ,- and hum anity is the  cause o f  all m en, however 
unfashionable i t  may happen to be for a time. Prom pted 
by th a t sentim ent, and by an unshaken love o f justice, th e  
Friends o f Poland trust to  find a responsive chord in th e  
hearts o f  their countrym en: indeed they know full 
well th a t a  case for the  exercise o f their justice and 
hum anity has bu t to  be made ou t in order to  awaken th a t 
m oral power, before which Injustice m ust stand self, 
condemned, and the  Public Spoiler be compelled to  m ake 
restitu tion  of the  plunder he has acquired. I t  is thus 
only th a t the  crime o f the f ir s t  partition o f  Poland can be 
expiated.

W e are deeply impressed with the  statesman-like ob­
servation th a t—“ U ntil redress is obtained for Poland, 
th ere  can be no security for the  preservation o f the peace 
o f  E urope.” *

In the  words o f a  M ember o f  the late Polish D iet, we 
may also avow, th a t “  I t  is because we wish for P e a c e  
th a t  we desire to  arrest th e  progressive march o f Russia’ 
which, i f  suffered to  proceed, G od only knows where 
she will stop.” f

‘ M r. Labouchere.
f  See «  P o lo n ia ; or M onthly Reports on Polish Affairs, 

lu s t pujjlijjjied by the London Polish Society, (p. 27.)



©tnie iBas.—©tme (0-
"  You may strip a Pole to his shirt, but if you attem pt to 

take  his shirt, he will regain all. ”----- Polish Proverb.

P o l a n d  was a powerful and independent nation, when 
Russia was subdivided into petty monarchies, and in a 
state of vassalage to the Tatars.

Poland is, now, extinguished as a nation, being, swallow­
ed up (the Prussian and Austrian portions excepted) by the 
Russian Empire, the most enormous that ever existed.

Poland never was an encroaching pow er: Russia has 
always been one.

Poland, although the most chivalrous nation on earth, 
has been content to fight only in her own defence: 
Russia has been always influenced by the lust of conquest 
and dominion. .

Poland once extended from the Baltic to the Black 
Sea ;— even at the end of the 17th Century was as large 
as France, comprehending upwards of 200,000 square
miles • but by the treaty of Vienna,it was limited to 48,000
square miles;—and by the Ukase of the Russian Enipei or, 
in February last, it is doomed to be engulphed in the 
autocrat’s immense dominions. _

Poland, since the time of Sobieski (1696), had a popu­
lation of 20,000,000 by the Treaty of Vienna, it was 
reduced to 3,500,000 and by the infamous Edict of 
26th February last, it is to be drafted off to Siberia and 
to Russia, by the double system of banishment and trans- 
location. The autocrat having declared that he will make 
a Poland o f Siberia,— and a Siberia o f Poland!!! A de­
claration which reminds us of that made by the Grand 
Vizier of the Turks, Mahomet Emin, in 1769, with 
reference to the same unhappy country : “ The system of 
protecting Poland,” said he, “ and entering into an al­
liance with her, for the object of using it as a rampart 
against the Russians, might be good for the Christian 
C ourts ; but such a plan could never enter into the 
counsels of an empire, which makes its operations depend 
only on its will and power, and whose policy has always 
been to surround itself on all sides with deserts.”

Poland has supplied our wants in times of scarcity, and 
relieved our manufacturers of their superabundant stock; 
Poland might, indeed, become the granary of Europe, and 
the emporium of British industry;—but, within the deadly 
grasp of Russia, she must bend to a jealous system of 
commercial policy, disadvantageous alike to herself and 
Great Britain ; —some corn it is tr*e may occasionally 
come from Poland, as Tallow and Hemp come now from 
Russia;—but no manufactures of consequence will go 
thither in return.

“ Poland, was the first nation in northern Europe which 
possessed political rights, the liberty ot the press, religious 
freedom, and security of persons and property.”*—She 
possesses these blessings no m ore; and her oppressor 
never did possess them;—of which the world needs, indeed, 
no formal proof. _

The Poles were always distinguished for valour and 
frankness of disposition ; the Muscovite for perfidy and 
low cunning—qualities which he retains to this day. The 
Poles are as eminent as ever for the virtues which formerly 
characterised them; and in reliance under Providence upon 
them, and the justice of their cause, they still cherish the 
hope of achieving the independence of their country, and 
seeing it rank again amongst the most powerful States of 
E urope; for “ History is full of retribution.”  e.

* Address of the Polish Refugees in France to the British 
House of Commons, May 29, 1832.

TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS OF RUSSIA.
Russia, which was first confined to narrow limits, that 

is,to the Country which surrounds Novogorod, Moscow, 
and Kief, has attained its present magnitude by a variety 
of aggressions and conquests. The principal of these are 
the following:—

].—The Kingdom of Kazan, conquered by the Tzar 
Yvan Vasilievitch II., in, 1552.

2.—The Kingdom of Astrachan, taken from the Tartars 
by the same Monarch, in 1554.

3 —Siberia, a territory more extensive than Mexico or 
Peru, which Yermak, a rebellious Hetman of the Don 
Cossacks, subdued in 1573, and presented to the Tzar in 
atonement for his revolt.

4.— White Russia, including Smolensk, ceded by Po­
land to the arms of Alexis, in 1667- In 1689, Russia 
extended from Archangel to Azof, but had not reached 
the Baltic.

5.—Livonia, Esthonia, Carelia, Ingermama, Vyburg, 
and several islands in the Gulf of Finland, ceded by 
Sweden to Peter the Great, in 1721.

6.—Polotsk, Witepsk, Micislaf, and Polish Livonia, 
wrested from Poland by Catherine II., in 1772. (1 si 
Partition.)

7.—The Crimea, the Island Taman, and a great part of 
the Kuban, annexed by a treaty which Catherine II. 
compelled the Porte to sign, in 1784.

8.—Oczakof, and the lands between the Bug and the 
D neister in 1790. . .

9.—A great part of Lithuania and Volhyma, in 1/93, 
(  second partition)  ; and in 179c, the rest of Lithuania 
and Volhynia, Samogitia, &c. ( third partition o f Poland.)

10.—The town of Baku and the fortress of Derbent 
from the Persians, in 1797- . . ■, „«»

11.—Georgia, annexed 1801, and Bialystock in 180/, 
under Alexander.

12.—The province of Finland, in 1809.
13.—The province of Bessarabia and the eastern part 

of Moldavia, obtained by the same Prince from Turkey, 
in 1811.

14.—Various districts in Persia, in 1813.
To which is to be added, large acquisitions in Persia and 

Turkey, in 1827 and 1829, and the Kingdom of Poland, 
lately incorporated with Russia by the autocrat Nicholas, 
in violation of oaths and treaties. Thus Russia, which a 
few centuries ago was scarcely known as an independent 
state, is now the largest empire of the world. _ I t is more 
than twice as extensive as all the other kingdoms of 
Europe put together, and far exceeds the greatest empire 
of antiquity. The area of Europe is computed at
3.724.000 square miles; that of the Russian Empire at
7.880.000 square miles 1 W ill the encroachments of 
Russia never have an end ?#

HISTORY.
r Compiled chiefly'from Fletcher's “  History o f Poland," and the History 

which form s the 20/A vol. o f D r. Gardner’s Cyclopcedia?,

STA TE O F POLAN D  T H R E E  Q U A R TER S O F A CENTURY 
PR E C E D IN G  ITS F IR S T  D ISM EM BERM EN T.

T h e  renowned warrior-king of Poland, J ohn ^So­
b ie s k i ,  who died in 1696, was its last independent King. 
Since that period Poland has always received her So­
vereigns under the compulsion of foreign arms. (Pul-

* In our next number, we shall expose the real weakness of 
Russia, and show that the very extent of her territory renders 
her less formidable.
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k iere j. T he forced election of Frederic Augustus o f 
■Saxony, (successor to Sobieski,) was the first o f  the dis­
graceful series of events which laid the yoke on the necks 
of the  Poles. This intrusive sovereign began his reign 
by an attack on Sweden, in attem pting to recover Livo­
nia, which had been ceded in John Casimir’s time—a gross 
violation o f the rights o f nations and of equity, in which 
he obtained the  willing assistance o f Peter the  G reat, 
Czar o f Russia, who, so soon after, was to  trea t Poland 
m orę as a vanquished province than  as an allied state. 
P e ter and Augustus contracted this iniquitous treaty  in a 
drunken revel a t Birze, (in the palatinate of W ilna,) 
26th February, 1701. But Charles X II. o f Sweden, 
although then under 20 years o f age, was not to be made 
the  tam e victim of such flagrant injustice. He marched 
against the  Saxons in Livonia. T he news of Charles’s 
approach was nearly as agreeable to  most o f the Poles as 
i t  was terrible to  Augustus (for the young Swedish 
monarch had already routed the  Russians a t N arv a); they 
considered him as their champion against the tyrannical 
and intruding S axons; and Charles declared himself 
the  friend of Poland, although the enemy o f  their So­
vereign. “  ] came to make war,”  said he, “ on Augustus 
the usurper, and his Saxons, and not against the Poles.” 
Frederic  Augustus was compelled to flee into Saxony. 
H e was deposed, and an interregnum  proclaimed May 2, 
1705. Charles fixed his eye on Stanislas Leszczyński, 
(pronounced Lesh-tchinskee,) the young palatine o f Pos­
ilania, and his election was registered. T he constitution 
was in this case infringed by Swedish influence; and 
although the usurpation o f Augustus was humiliating to 
the  Poles, this new one was little  less s o ; although S tan­
islas had the character o f  being humane, enlightened, and 
p a r excellence, the  “ beneficent philosopher.”  Charles 
compelled Augustus to resign all pretensions to the crown, 
and even to  write Stanislas a letter o f  congratulation on 
his accession to  the  throne ! After Charles’s disaster, 
however, a t Pultowa, Augustus resumed the  diadem 
despite his oath to- the  contrary. Stanislas retiring 
into Swedish Pom erania, agreed to abdicate. Charles 
being then confined a t Adrianople stimulated the Turks 
to  take up arms against Russia, and obliged Peter 
to  make th a t famous capitulation o f 1711, by which he 
was bound to withdraw all his troops from Poland, and 
never to interfere in the affairs o f  that government. Peter 
was, however, no sooner ou t o f danger than he forgot his 
oath, and instead o f withdrawing his troops from Poland, 
reinforced them. Augustus even called upon the Czar 
for assistance against his own subjects. T he Czar, sub­
sequently, entered into a treaty  with the  King o f Sweden 
to re-establish Stanislas !—to make a descent on England, 
and in fact to  become the arbiter o f  E urope! T he 
death o f Charles, in 1718, broke the alliance. O f all the 
parties, P e ter was the only gainer. From  t h i s  reign 
M uscovite influence acquired irresistible strength. C ourland 
was lost to  Poland. The republic had ceased to  control 
her own destinies; her independence had vanished, and she 
was no longer allowed either to  choose her own rulers, 
or to  take any o ther im portant step w ithout the  concur­
rence of her neighbours. T he reign o f Augustus was 
one continued scene of disasters; and by many conspiring 
causes, hastened the decline o f th e  Polish nation.
_ After the death o f Augustus (31st January, 1733) a tten­

tion  w a s  turned to the ex-king, S t a n i s l a s ,  who, in his

peaceful court of Lorraine, was too philosophic, it is said, 
to be tem pted by ambition. During his exile, his daughter, 
Mary Leszczyński, had become Q ueen o f  France,* and 
the French King (Louis XV.) interested himself in the  
election o f his father-in-law. Both Austria and Muscovy, 
however, had resolved to resist the pretensions o f  Stanislas, 
and to enforce the  election of a rival candidate, F rederic 
Augustus, elector o f Saxony, son of the  late  King, who 
had spent the  la tter part o f his reign in attem pts to  make 
the crown hereditary. The grounds o f  this arbitrary inter­

ference on the part o f the two neighbouring poivers would 
be vainly sought in the recognised principles o f international 
law.' (See History o f Poland, 20th vol. Lardner’s Cyclo­
ped ia , p. 226.) These two powers took the most careful 
precautions to intercept Stanislas on his way to P o lan d ; 
but, in spite o f every obstacle, he reached W arsaw, and 
was proclaimed Kin" on the 11th Sep., 1733. M eantime, 
an army o f Muscovites arrived at the village o f Kamien, 
in the neighbourhood of W arsaw ; and a t a wretched inn 
in the depths o f a forest, Frederic Augustus was also p ro­
claimed King of Poland. T he Polish army had been in­
judiciously reduced under th e  preceding re ig n ; and the 
Russians and Austrian’s obtained their object. Stanislas 
maintained himself for some time in Dantzig; but treachery 
a t length, leading to  its surrender, he made his escape by 
night in the disguise o f a peasant. This happened on the 
27th June, 1734. He has himself described his hazardous 
and singular flight; which is one of the  most rom antic 
incidents in either history or biography.-j- F rederic 
Augustus, thinking he had done enough for his new sub­
jects by reducing Dantzig, and compelling his rival to  
evacuate the  country, abandoned himself to smoking, 
hunting, and C ount Bruhl, his pompous and servile minis­
ter.

B ut Russia was even at th a t time (1736) the  ruling 
power a t W arsaw. Peter III. (the Successor o f Elizabeth) 
considered Poland completely within his grasp, and in  
reality a province o f his Em pire. S t. Petersburgh was, in 
fact, the great focus where the rays o f Polish intrigue were 
concentrated.

T he princes Czartoryski (of the Jagellon family) plotting 
the  overthrow of the republic, and the  establishment o f 
an hereditary m onarchy, conciliated Russia, in order to  
effect this change in the person of their kinsman, the  
young C ount Poniatowski. Even in the reign of E lizabeth, 
this unprincipled Pole had formed a criminal intrigue with 
the  then grand Duchess Catharine; and by favour o f th a t 
connection was taught to  regard the Polish crown as his 
own. T he father o f  this adventurer was an illegiti­
m ate son o f a steward in the  family o f the  S ap iehas; 
and had m arried a  sister o f the Czartoryskis. T heir

* M> Leszczyński, the young Po lish  officer, who arrived in H u ll  
in N ovem ber last, and remained some time with us, stated him self 
to be a branch of this fam ily ; and he carried on his person a  
m iniature likeness of M ary Leszczyński, the consort of Louis X V .
M . Leszczyński is an orphan : his father was killed a t the battle  
of Smolensk, fighting under Napoleon. The young hero is now 
in Brussels, a Captain in the body-guard of K ing Leopold. H is  
amiable and accomplished companion-in-arms, M . Parczew ski, 
is also in the capital of Belgium, and  has, we are  info rm ed , re ­
ceived a  c iv il appo in tm en t. T h e y  are  both spoken o f in  h igh  
term s by  C ount Ladislas P la te r.

f  W e shall give this narrative in a future number, if it be found 
that the public take sufficient interest in the history and fortunes 
o f  Poland.



4

plan wad frustrated, however, by  a true son o f  the  
republic, C oun t Branicki, (pronounced Braniizkee ,) 
grand-general o f the crown, the  most respected and 
powerful person in Poland. Mokranowski also distin­
guished himself in this endeavour to  redeem the  honour 
and independence o f their country. E ventually , Russia 
and her minions prevailed. T he cause o f young Stanislas 
Poniatowski, became m ore acceptable a t the court o f St. 
Petersburg, after th e  elevation o f Catharine to  the  
crown. She sought th e  alliance o f the  Prussian King, 
with whom she arranged a portion o f the policy that was 
afterwards adopted in regard to  this doomed nation. 
E ven Turkey now abandoned all resistance to  the en­
croachments o f Russia on this devoted republic. The 
ambassador whom C atharine sent to  Warsaw to further 
th e  views of her former param our—(a young Orloff being 
now preferred to  th a t “ official situation,” ) was C ount 
Keyserling, an old diplomatist who had grown grey in 
intrigues and villainy. On the death o f Frederic Augus­

t u s  (Oct. 1763, nine years before the fir s t ‘partition) she 
dispatched th e  ferocious Prince Repnin to  W arsaw, to urge 
on Keyserling to immediate proceedings; and regardless 
alike o f decency and justice, ordered 10,000 troops to  
follow him and occupy the positions round the Polish 
C apital. S ixty thousand more were stationed on the  
frontiers, supported by 40,000 P russians!

T h e  competitors for the crown were Stanislas Augustus 
Poniatowski, the  patrio t hero Branicki, the young Elector 
o f  Saxony (son of the late King,) and C ount Ogiński, who 
had  married Michael Czartoryski’s daughter. All dispute, 
however, was soon cut short by the united declaration o f 
th e  Prussian and Muscovite ambassadors.—The Poles 
now fe l t  that they were slaves.— B ut on some neither fear 
nor seduction had any influence.

T he diet o f  election was held on the  7th May, 1764. 
Russian troops guarded all the avennes o f the city,— were 
posted in 'th e  squares,— and the  whole of the  Senate- 
House was filled with soldiers. O f the 50 Senators then 
in W arsaw only 8 proceeded to  the d ie t; but the deter­
m ined conduct o f only two of them struck a tem porary 
awe into th e  lawless assemblage, and deprived the pro­
ceedings o f  the  faction of even a semblance o f constitu­
tional sanction. These two intrepid patriots were C ount 
Małachowski, the Grand-M arshal,* aged 8 0 ;  and M o­
kranowski (beforem entioned).— M ałachowski,on entering 
th e  assembly so strangely constituted, instead o f raising 
his staff—th e  signal for the commencement o f proceedings 
 resolutely held it dow nw ard; and Mokranowski ex­
claimed, with a high voice,—“ Since the  Russian troops 
hem us in, I suspend the authority  o f the d iet.”  Imme­
diately a m ultitude o f soldiers, w ith drawn sabres, rushed 
a t the  bold patriot. This first outrage was prevented, and 
Mokranowski sheathing his sword, which he had drawn in 
his defence, and looking round a t the deputies, who wore 
th e  cockades of the Czartoryski family colours, said to  
them , “ W h at 1 gentlemen, are you deputies o f your 
country, and assume the livery of a family ?”— ■“ Raise 
your staff!” shouted the armed creatures o f the  intriguing 
Czartoryskis. “  N o !” cried Mokranowski, in a voice yet 
louder; “ do no such th ing!”  Again the soldiers attem pted 
to  lay the patrio t low, while several timid voices exclaimed,

« T h e  office of “  g rand -m orshal of the  d ie t”  corresponds to th a t  
o f  o u r  “ S p eak e r”  of the  H o u se  of C om m ons.

— “ Mokranowski, re tract your v e to ; we a re  no longer 
m asters; you are rushing on certain d e a th !” —“ Be it 
so !”  replied he, as he folded his arms in expectation o f 
the  catastrophe; “ I will die f re e !” —T he elevation of 
his purpose was read in the energy o f his look, and 
struck a deep awe in to  the assailants, who began to  
hesitate in their design. T he old marshal then spoke:— 
“  Gentlem en, since liberty no longer exists amongst us,
I  carry away this staff, and I  will never raise i t  till the pub­
lic is delivered from her troubles. He was then called 
on to  resign it in to  o ther han d s; but, being made of 
equally impenetrable stuff with his coadjutor, the noble 
octogenarian answered “ N ev er! You may cu t off my 
hand, or you may take my life; bu t as I  am a M arshal 
elected by a free people, so by a free people only can I he 
deposed.—I shall retire.”  H e was surrounded by fero­
cious soldiers and deputies, resolved to prevent his eg_res_s. 
Seeing him thus violently detained, Mokranowski re ­
m onstrated ; “ Gentlem en, respect this old man ;  let him 
go o u t ! I f  you m ust have a victim, here am I : — but 
respect age and v ir tu e !”  At the  same time he, thp 
younger o f these heroic patriots, repelled the attacks on 
him, and forcibly opened a way for the venerable M arshal, 
whom he succeeded in conducting to  the  gate.

But this admirable display of firmness led to  no corres­
ponding result. Poniatowski took upon himself to pro­
long the diet, and ordered the election o f a new Marshal. 
Prince Adam Czartoryski was chosen. T he patriots find­
ing th a t force was to be the arbiter, left W arsaw. Branicki 
took refuge on the borders of Hungary; Radziwiłł entered 
Lithuania to  attem pt a confederation ; Mokranowski flew 
to Berlin to  have a conference with Frederic. He pointed 
ou t to him th e  gross violation which the Russians had 
made of their constitution, and the danger o f their en­
croachments. Frederic pretended that the republicans 
had attem pted to  make the crown hereditary in the house 
o f Saxony : “ Besides,”  said he, “  you are the  weakest,
you must submit.”  T he Pole replied, '■'■your M ajesty did 
not set us such an example; you resisted, single handed, all 
E u ro p e !”

T he field being clear for Poniatowski he was elected on 
the 7th Septem ber, 1764. Even now, the King was but 
a  viceroy of Russia.—T he Sovereign of Muscovy was re­
cognised as “ Empress of all the Bussias,” thereby sup­
porting th e  claim of the Czarina to  the dominion over 
Red Russia, and the o ther Russian provinces possessed by 
Poland. T he ambassador Repnin remained a t W arsaw, 
boasting th a t it was he who had put the crown on the  
head o f Stanislas Augustus, and ready to  make him feel 
th a t it was he also who kept it on. And Frederic, who 
discovered that the new King had been proposing an 
alliance with Austria— Prussia’s mortal enemy— exclaimed 
in a rage—“ I will break his head with his c ro w n !”

T he fate o f Poland seemed to  be now rapidly accelerat­
ing.— Reader ! mark the sequel.—All parties regarded the 
approaching diet of 1766—7 as the crisis o f their country’s 
destiny. Catharine determined to have her own way, and 
informed the Polish Ambassador th a t her demands must 
be granted, adding, “  1 forewarn you if you do no t yield 
to me what I now request, m y demands shall be without 
bounds.”  I t  must not, however, be supposed, th a t this 
dictatorial interference of Muscovy, was admitted with­
ou t opposition. I t  was courageously denounced in the 
diet by several senators, especially by Soltyk, bishop of
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Cracow, Załuski, bishop of Kiow, and two tem poral 
barons : but the fate of these brave men was intended to 
deter all others from following their exam ple: they were 
arrested by night,—imprisoned in separate dungeons— 
promised their liberation on condition of desisting from 
future  opposition ; and, on the offer being rejected with 
disdain,— were transferred in to  th e  heart o f Siberia; and 
the empress wishing to  erase even the memory of such 
patriotism, forbade all m ention even of their names !

However appalling the fate o f these men, it had no t the 
effect designed by its fram ers: it roused the patriotic and 
the  bold to a more determined and effectual opposition. 
T o show th a t the  spirit o f  Polish independence was not 
entirely annihilated, patriotic confederacies were formed. 
T h a t which particularly deserves notice was the one 
formed at Bar, a little  town in Podolia, o f  which the 
avowed object was to free the country from foreign in­
fluence, and to  dethrone the poor creature who so dis­
honoured the n a tio n . O thers were organized a t Cracow, 
and in Lithuania, under Radziwiłł, C ount Pac, &c. 
Krasiński, bishop o f  Kaminiec (pronounced Kaminietz) 
had entered into the  spirit which actuated Soltyk in op­
posing the  Russian subjugation, but habit and character- 
made him adopt more wary expedients. He negociated 
with Turkey for aid against Russia. Yet it was the opinion 
o f some th a t “ to bring in the Turks to drive away the 
Russians, was like setting fire to a house to  drive away 
vermin.” — Mokranowski repaired to France to  endeavour 
to  obtain the support o f the French C ourt. C ount Pac 
had an audience o f Joseph II., E m peror of Austria, but 
it proved fruitless.

W ar had been declared by the  Turks on the  Czarina; 
and the  contest lasted four years. T he Russian plan 
for the  campaign o f 1770 was on a most gigantic scale. 
T he Turks were unsuccessful, the  Muscovites every where 
trium phant. An ominous amity seemed to  be springing 
up between Prussia and Austria. An attem pt on the  part 
o f some of the Polish confederates to  carry off the 
King, and which failed, did no good to the cause. 
Every thing conspired to  render the year 1772, the last 
o f Polish independence. All these circumstances led to a 
result hitherto  unprecedented in history,—

T H E  PARTITION OF T H E  REPUBLIC BY T H E  TH R EE 
NEIGHBOURING POWERS !

“ I t  is no t difficult,”  says the  historian,* “ to fix the 
period when this abominable project was first entertained, 
o r with what power it originated. Notwithstanding the 
cautious language o f the King o f Prussia in his Memoirs, 
there is reason enough for inferring th a t he was 
its author, and th a t the  subject was first introduced to 
C atharine II. in 1770, by his bro ther Prince Henry. 
Unscrupulous, however, as Catharine often was, she re­
fused to be the first to  m ention such a project to  the C ourt 
o f Vienna, whose concurrence in this disgraceful usurpa­

* T h e  w riter o f th e  “  H is to ry  o f P o land ,’’ form ing the 20 th  
vol. of D r. L ardner’s C ab inet C ycloped ia , who certa in ly  can ­
n o t be accused o f undue pa rtia lity  to the  Poles. W e shall, 
f o r  th is  reason, quote him  w ith  th e  g rea te r freedom . W hen 
h is  evidence is favourable to  P o lan d , it o u g h t no t to be doubted 
even by Russia. He acknowledges th a t  th e  Poles are, a t least, 
“  the  bravest o f the  b rave” ; and  fran k ly  says,— “  T h e ir cause 
stands in no need .o f  e x ag g e ra tio n : it is strong in its own 
righteous justice.''— N ote, p. 269.

tion was necessary.—Frederic had less shame.—After some 
hesitation the Austrian C ourt acceded to  the  alliance, and 
consented to  share the spoil.”  “ I t  m ust no t be sup­
posed,”  continues this historian, “ that these m onstrous 
usurpations were made w ithout some shoiv o f justice. 
Both Austria and Prussia published elaborate expositions 
o f their claims on the  countries invaded; claims which 
have neither justice nor reason to  support th em ; bu t 
made in contem pt o f th e  whole course o f diplomatic in­
tercourse between nations; and the  pretensions o f Russia 
were at once ludicrous, impudent, and iniquitous.”

F or the exposure o f  these pretended claims, consult 
“  Les Droits des trois Puissances Alliees sur les provinces 
de la Republique de Pologne, avec l’Exposition de l’ln- 
suffisance e t de la N ullite  de leurs Droits,”  2 vols. 8vo., 
and M alte-Brun, “  Tableau de Pologne,”  by Chodźko, 
tom. 1. passim. T he m ere English reader will find the 
said claims sufficiently exposed in “ L etters concerning 
the  present state o f  Poland,” (London, 8vo. 1 7 7 3 ,) which 
prove from historic evidence, and from the treaties pre­
served in Dum ont ( Corps DiplomatiqueJ, that the mani­
festoes published by the  usurping powers, are a tissue of 
sophistry, o f perverted facts, o f  statem ents a t variance 
with the whole course o f history, and th a t they are fur­
ther disgraced by artful omissions.

This unexampled and most unprincipled aggression 
marks a portentous epoch in European annals. I t  was 
the first great and glaring manifestation o f a reckless dis­
regard of the rights of independent States as recognized 
by the public Law of Europe.* T he year 17 7 2  is memo­
rable in history as the  commencement o f th a t partition 
of Poland among the  three  contiguous Powers, which 
has served as an example and apology for all those shame­
less violations o f public right and justice th a t have stained 
the  m odern annals o f Europe. W holesale iniquity, espe­
cially if  no t perpetrated immediately beneath our eyes, 
so as to affect the  senses, does no t excite th a t horror 
and indignation which even an individual act o f  villainy 
occasions when comm itted near home. T he dismember­
m ent of a great people, with its antecedent, its accom­
panying, and its consequent atrocities,— the havock, the  
rapine, the  rending asunder of all social ties, the  violation 
o f national feelings, the dishonor, the  debasement, the  
confiscations, the banishments, the  heart-burnings, the  
entire suppression o f every cherished thought, th e  to ta l 
destruction of every institution,—-all, all seem to be over­
looked and lost in the magnitude o f the crime. T he m ur­
der and dismemberment of Mr. Paas, a t Leicester, is 
regarded with horrorand  indignation enough— every one’s 
flesh creeps, and the  blood freezes a t the narrative, and 
then boils to have the deed avenged : any spectator would

* “  O n th is  occasion rap ine  displayed its e lf  to view w ithou t 
concealm ent or d isguise, and  oplinly assaulted and  dism em bered 
th e  portion  o f te rrito ry  w hich i t  s truck . In  1802 th is  evil 
p rinciple (o f hatred  and hostility  to  th e  policy of th e  E u ro p ean  
com m unity ) a fte r hav ing  long been hovering  on th e  n o rth ­
easte rn  q u a rte r o f the European system , first en tered  the  m id ­
dle states o f Europe. T he pa rtitio n  o f G erm any, u sually  p a l­
liated u n d er th e  nam e o f th e  Settlem ent o f  G erm an  indem ni­
ties , is  alm ost forgotten am ong th e  crow d o f wars and  trea ties, 
w hich fill the history  o f th e  present century . B u t i t  deserves 
to  be kept in  rem em brance, because i t  signalized  th e  e n try  o f 
th is  vicious sp irit in to  the  h ea rt o f E u ro p e , and  legalized  the  
tram p lin g  down o f public princip le  in  its c rad le , th e  G erm anic  
C o n stitu tio n ,”  See. &c— Considerations on the War in Poland. 
B y  Hunter Gordon, Esq.
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have ra ised  his arm  to  av e rt th e  first blow , and  i f  th a t 
effort sh ou ld  have p roved  unavailing, w ould have done 
his u tm o st to  bring th e  crim inal to  ju stice . B ut w hen a 
w hole n a tio n  is so dea lt w ith , sym pathy is im p o ten t, and  
th e  g ran d  crim inal escapes w ith  im punity  ! I t  w ould 
seem, in d eed , as if  m an had  a “  m icroscopic eye.”  “  T h e  
rights o f  na tions,”  observes M r. H u n te r  G o rd o n , “  lie 
rem ote  from  th e  p a th  o f  com m on life ; th e  genera l in te ­
re s t in uphold ing  th em  is far less obvious th an  in th e  
m ain tenance  o f  law  and governm ent. W e  hear m uch in 
th e  p resen t day o f  th e  subversion o f es tab lish m en ts ; bu t 
in  defence o f  th e  only  establishm ent really  in jeo p a rd y , 
and th a t  th e  largest o f  all, th e  E uropean  Constitution, n o t 
a  voice is h eard .”

M r. F le tc h e r  says, “  T h e  indifference w ith  w hich o th e r  
S ta tes regarded  th is p artitio n  was indeed  surprising .—  
F ra n ce , in p a rticu la r, m ight have been expected  to  p ro ­
te s t against it  ; bu t th e  im becility  and do tage  o f  Louis 
X V ., an d  th e  w eakness o f  his M in ister, paid to o  little  
a t te n tio n  to  th e  in te rests  o f  th e ir  ow n nation  to  be likely 
to  th in k  o f  o thers. T h ey  m ade th e  m ost frivolous ex ­
cuses, an d  even h ad  th e  m eanness to  a t te m p t to  shift the  
blam e on  th e  shou lders o f  th e ir  A m bassador a t V ienna, 
p re ten d in g  th a t  he  am used him self w ith hun ting , instead  
o f  politics, and had  no know ledge o f  th e  design o f  par­
tition  u n til  i t  was consum m ated . Louis co n ten ted  h im ­
se lf w ith  saying, w ith  an affectation o f  rage, ‘ I t  would 
n o t  have  happened  if  C hoiseul bad  been h e r e ! ’ Som e 
few p a tr io ts  in E ngland  declaim ed on th e  in justice o f  th e  
proceed ing , b u t th e  sp irit o f  th e  M in istry , w hich was 
occupied  in w rangling w ith th e  A m erican C olonies ab o u t 
th e  im position  o f  taxes , was n o t likely to  be very a tte n ­
tive to  th e o r ie s  o f  oppressed  liberty .” — So,

“ Sarmatia fell, unwept, without a crime !’’

T h e  K ing, how ever, S tan islas P onia tow ski, w eak as he  
w as, an d  being m erely  C a th a rin e ’s “  te n a n t  a t  w ill,”  
sum m oned a little  tem porary  energy, an d  p ro tested  against 
these proceed ings.*  B u t th e  m ost in trep id  and uncom ­
prom ising p a tr io t w hich th e  tim es b ro u g h t to  light was 
T h ad d eu s R ey ten , d epu ty  o f  N ovogrodek , w ho, from  his 
in co rru p tib le  aud daring  in teg rity  has been surnam ed the 
Polish Cato. H e  was supp o rted  by n ine  o r  ten  k ind red  
sp ir its : th e  m ost distinguished o f  his co ad ju to rs was 
S am uel K orsak . T h e  th re e  pow ers h ad  fixed on  th e  
19th  A pril, 1773, fo r th e  opening o f  a D iet a t W arsaw , 
to  ra tify  th e ir  claim s. U nanim ity  being necessary  in a 
D ie t, a n d  as th a t  could  n o t be  expected  w herever one 
t ru e  p a tr io t  was to  be found , th e  foreigners laboured  to  
change th e  D ie t in to  a Confederation, w herein  questions 
w ere  decided  by a m ajority  o f  votes. R ey ten  w ould  n o t 
le t them  m eet as a  C onfedera tion  in th e  H all o f  Assembly : 
h e  th rew  h im self along th e  door-w ay, and  rem ained  th e re  
six -and-th irty  hours. T h e  C onfedera tion  was held  in th e  
open  a ir , because R ey ten  w as still a t  his p o s t ;— such was 
th e ir  d read  o f  even o n e  p a tr io tic  individual. As even his 
opposition  could n o t avail to  p rev en t th e  schem e o f  spo­
lia tion , h e  re tu rn e d  to  his ow n residence , w ith th e  m elan­
choly co n so la tion  o f  reflecting  th a t  h e  was alm ost th e  
on ly  o n e  w ho had  w ithstood  th e  to r re n t  o f  in tim ida tion  
o r  co rru p tio n . T h is g rea t p a tr io t becam e soon afterw ards 
insane, th e  effects o f  his co u n try ’s d ish o n o r;— so en tire ly  
w ere a ll th e  energies o f  his m ind  d evo ted  to  th e  cause.

* An E xtract from his Protest forms the motto to this pub­
lication, and to the “  Polonia”  of the Loudon Society.

His dea th  was singular. In  a paroxysm  o f his d iso rd er, 
he  b ro k e  a w ine glass w ith his tee th , and, sw allow ing th e  
fragm ents, exp ired  on 8 th A ugust, 17B0.

By th e  P a rtitio n  T re a ty , (signed a t P e tersbu rg , 5 th  
A ugust, 1772) Russia obtained  P o lo tsk , W itep sk , M ie e is- 
laf, and  Polish L ivonia,— m ore th a n  3993  sq u a re  leagues. 
A ustria  had  R ed R ussia, o r G allicia, w ith a p a r t  o f P o d o -  
lia, S andom ir, and C racow ,— ab o u t 2500 square  leagues. 
P russia  acqu ired  th e  P a la tin a tes  o f  M alnorg, P o m eran ia , 
and  W arm ia , C ulm , except D an tzic  and Thorn , an d  a 
p a rt o f  G re a t P o lan d , com prising  ab o u t 900  square  
leagues.

S E C O N D  P A R T I T I O N .

B ut th e  aim o f  th e  King o f  P russia  had len g  been to  
ob ta in  possession o f  T h o rn  and  D antzig , th a t  the com­
merce o f  the Vistula might be entirely at his m ercy.— O n 
th e  25 th  M arch , 1793, th is perfidious m onarch  issued a  
m anifesto, in w hich he has th e  effrontery  to  s ta te — “ W e  
have resolved in concert w ith  th e  E m press o f  all th e  R us- 
sias, to  tak e  possession o f  th e  d istricts above-nam ed (G re a t 
P o land), as well as o f  th e  tow ns o fT h o rn  and  D antzig , and  
to incorporate them in our stales,” &c. and , w ith  an hypo­
crisy em ulcus o f  Russia, he “  fla tte rs  him self, th a t  w ith  
feelings so pacific, he may depend  on th e  good-will o f  a  
n a tion  w hose w elfare can never be indifferent to him , and  
to  w hich he wishes to  give real p roo fs o f  his affection and  
regard.” T o  add th e  last step  to  th is clim ax o f  galling 
in su lt, h e  o rders all th e  in hab itan ts, “ und er penalty  o f  
th e  p u n ish m en t customary  in such cases o f  refusal”  to  
ta k e  an oath  o f  allegiance to  h im self and his successors ! 
H um ilia ted  as th e  Poles w ere , th ey  could n o t stifle th e ir  
ind ignation  a t  F red erick  W illiam ’s tre a c h e ry ; th e ir  fo r­
bearance  was exhausted  ; they  to ld  him som e hard  tr u th s ;  
— and observed th a t  he  was only  'l ie  in s tru m en t o f  
C a th a rin e  to  ty rann ise  and  oppress th em .— Another trea ty  
o f  partition  was, how ever, v io len tly  signed (A ustria had  
no th ing  to  do with this second in iqu ity ) by w hich P russia  
acqu ired  th e  rem ainder o f  G re a t and a p a r t  o f  L ittle  
P o lan d  ; and the  R ussian boundary  was advanced  to  th e  
cen tre  o f L ithuan ia  and V olhynia. T h e  te rr ito ry  o f  th e  
republic  was now  reduced  to  li ttle  m ore th an  4000 sq ua re  
m iles; and its a rm y, b y  th e  inanaces o f  C a th a rin e , to  
15,000 m en.

N o  one acquain ted  w ith th e  w arlike ch a rac te r  o f  th e  
P o les and  th e ir  inex tingu ishab le spirit o f independence , 
could suppose th a t  such unprincip led  aggressions w ould be 
tam ely  b o rne  by th e  g rea t bulk  o f  th e  nation . An in su r­
rec tio n  was o rg an ised ; T h ad d eu s Kościuszko* w as 
placed a t th e  head o f  th e  n ative  a r m y ; and  appo in ted  
d ic ta to r , in im ita tio n  o f  th e  R om an custom  in g rea t 
em ergencies. A fter several p a rtia l successes against th e  
im m ense forces o f  th e  com bined pow ers, K ościuszko was 
overpow ered  10th O cto b er, 1794. T h e  news o f  his cap tiv ity  
spread  like lightning to  W arsaw , and every one received 
i t  as th e  an nouncem en t o f  th e  co u n try ’s fall. “  I t  m ay 
ap pear incredib le,”  says C o u n t O giński, “ b u t I can  a tte s t 
w h a t I have  seen, an d  w h a t a  num ber o f  w itnesses can 
certify  w ith m e, th a t m any w om en m iscarried  a t  th e  tidings; 
m any invalids w ere seized w ith bu rn ing  fev e rs ; som e fell 
in to  fits o f  m adness w hich  never afte r le ft th e m ; and

•L ike  Thaddeus Reyten, he was a Lithuanian. So also were 
Sobieski, Jagellon, Korsak, and many other illustrious war­
riors and patriots.
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m en and  w om en w ere seen .in  th e  stree ts w ringing th e ir  
hands, beating  th e ir  heads against th e  walls, and  exclaim ­
ing in tones o f  desp a ir; ‘ Kościuszko is no m ore ; th e  
co u n try  is lo st O n th e  9 th  N ovem ber, W arsaw  
cap itu la ted  to  th e  savage Suvarof, ‘[ th e  b u tch er o f  Ism ail, 
a  fit agen t to  C a th a rin e , th e  m urderess o f h er husband, 
and  w hose lusts w ere in every way insatiable.

t h i r d  p a r t i t i o n .

O n th e  2 4 th  O cto b er, 1795, th e  tr e a ty  for th e  th ird  
p a rtitio n  o f  P o lan d  was concluded. Russia  acqu ired  th e  
rem ain ing  p o rtio n  o f  L ith u an ia , and a  g rea t p a r t  o f  
S am ogitia , p a r t  o f  C helm , on  th e  rig h t o f  th e  river Bog, 
an d  th e  rest o f  V olhynia. Austria  ob ta ined  th e  g iea te i 
p a r t  o f  th e  p a la tin a te  o f  C racow , th e  pala tin a tes  o f  
S andom ir an d  Lublin , w ith a p a rt o f  th e  d istric t o f  C helm , 
and  parts o f  th e  pala tin a tes  o f  Brzesc, P od lach ia , and  
M asovia, w hich  lay along th e  left ban k  o f  th e  Bog or 
Bug. P russia  had  th e  p o rtions o f  th e  p a la tin a te s  o f  
M asovia and  P od lach ia  on th e  rig h t bank o f  th e  B u g ; in  
L ith u an ia , p a r t o f  th e  p a la tin a te  o f  T ro k i and Sam ogitia, 
which is on th e  left ban k  o f  th e  N ie m e n ; and  a d istric t 
o f  L ittle  P o lan d , form ing p a r t o f  th e  pala tin a te  o f C racow .

S uch  was th e  resu lt o f  th e  g lorious b u t u n fo rtu n a te  
revo lu tio n  o f  1794. “  P erhaps no people on e a r th ,”  ob­
serves th e  h isto rian , (see 20 th  vol. L ard n e r’s Cyclopaedia,) 
“  have shew n so m uch personal bravery  as th e  P o le s : th e ir  
h isto ry  is full o f  w onderful victories. B u t va lou r, though  
a lm ost superhum an , could n o t effect im possibilities, n o r, 
the re fo re , for ever tu rn  aside th e  destroying sw ord w hich 
h ad  so long im pended over i t .”  P o lan d  w as now , i t  m ay 
be  said, erased from  th e  list o f  na tions, a f te r  an ex istence  
o f  nearly  ten  centuries. M uch sym pathy w as excited , 
m uch e lo q u en t invective was expended ,— th e  cry o f  re ­
tr ib u tio n  arose, only , how ever, to  be sm o th e re d ;— for 
every living p rince  in K urope, was to o  in te n t on seem ing  
his ow n p reservation , to  dream  o f  break ing  a  lance  foi 
a n o th e r . H ence  th e  im pun ity  w ith  w hich th e  th re e  
gu ilty  p o te n ta te s  p roceeded  to  consum m ate th e ir  com ­
m on w ickedness.

POLAND PARTIALLY RESTORED.

N ap o leo n  B o n a p arte , subsequently  tau g h t these  p o ­
te n ta te s  a ' m ost hum iliating  lesson. H e perceived th e  
im p o rtan ce  o f erecting  P o land  in to  an in d ep en d en t k ing­
dom , as a  b a rrie r  against th e  encroachm ents of R ussia. 
B u t, ev en tually , in o rd e r  to  conciliate A lexander, he de­
ceived th e  nob le, b u t too-confidm g, P o les. H aving th a t  
“ vaulting  am bition , w hich o'erleaps itself, he lo st tlie  
o p p o rtu n ity  o f  securing his trium phs, an d  of adding an  
evergreen lea f  to  th e  w reath  of his fame.

A fter th e  fall o f  B on ap arte , th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  a lbed  
sovereigns was pow erfully  dem anded by th e  s ta te  of P o ­
land. “  T h e  re-estab lishm ent o f  th e  k ingdom , in all its  
an c ien t in teg rity ,”  (observes th e  a u th o r  o f th e  H isto ry  o f  
P o lan d , in L ard n e r’s Cyclopaedia ) “ was n o t  m erely  an  
a c t o f  ju stice  to  a peop le w hose fall is one o f  th e  dai kest 
pages in th e  h isto ry  o f  th e  w orld , b u t i t  was, o f  all ob­
jects, the one most desirable towards the security o f  cen tra l 
E u ro p e  against the ambition o f  the Tsars. B u t for P o lan d , 
a  g rea t p o rtio n  o f C hristendom  m ight have been subject 
to 'th e  m isbelievers; b u t fo r h er th e  n o rth e rn  E m p ero rs  
w ould  probably long ago h av ep o u red  th e ir  wild hordes in to  
th e  very  heart o f  G e r m a n y : th e  nation  w hich  has been 
and  m ight again becom e, th e  bu lw ark  alike o f  civil and

re lig ious freedom , could n o t fail to  be  invested  w ith  in ­
te re s t o f  th e  very highest o rder. P u b lic  opin ion , th e  
in te re s t o f  ru lers , and  th e  sym pathy o f  th e  governed , 
called for th e  re sto ra tio n  o f  in ju red  S arm atia . T h e  side 
o f hum an ity , o f  ju stice , and  o f  policy , was pow erfully  
advocated  by F ra n c e  and  E n g la n d ;”  & c. b u t n o t  w ith 
th e  success th a t  cou ld  have been w ished. By th e

TREATY OF VIENNA, (1 8 1 5 ,)

A ustria  regained G allicia and th e  S a lt  M ines o f  W ie ­
liczka, [p ronounced  Vealitchlca.\

T o Prussia was su rrendered  th e  G ra n d  D uchy o f  P o se n , 
w ith  a p opu la tion  o f 8 0 ,0 0 0 ; - besides re ta in in g  h e r for­
m er spoils.

T h e  citv and  d istric t o f  Cracow’, ex tend ing  to  ab o u t 4 
geographical m iles, and  w ith  a p opu la tion  o f  from  60 to  
70 thousand  in hab itan ts, w as to  belong to  none o f  th e  
th re e  Pow ers, b u t to  rem ain  u n d e r th e ir  m utual protection  
as a free  and  in d ep en d en t R epublic !

T h e  G ran d  D uchy  o f  W arsaw , com prehending  48,000 
square  miles o f  te rrito ry , and  a p opu la tion  o f  betw een  3 
and 4 m illions, divided in to  th e  w aiw odships o f  M asovia, 
C racov ia , Kalisch, S andom ir, Lublin , P lock , [p ronounced  
Plots/c] P od lach ia , and  A ugustov, rev erte d  to  R ussia, as 
a separate kingdom, o r  in d ependen t S ta te , w ith a  na tio n a l 
rep re sen ta tio n  o f  its ow n. A lexander g ran ted  (2 4 th  D ec. 
1815) a co n stitu tio n a l ch a rte r  o f  a rem arkab ly  liberal 
c h a ra c te r ;— but— its provisions w ere  soon, very  soon 
afterw ards to  be v io la ted  in every a rtic le  ! T o  sum  
up  th e  m easu re  o f  th e ir  w rongs, th e  P o les had  a  being, 
bearing  som eth ing  o f  th e  hum an form , se n t^o v e r to  
ru le  th em , w ho, from  th e  insane b ru ta lity  o f  his n a tu re , 
h ad  been se t aside from  th e  succession to  th e  M uscovite 
crow n. T h e  P o les, instead  o f  enjoying th e  privileges an d  
im m unities o f  th e ir  C o n s titu tio n , solem nly sw orn to  be 
k e p t sacred , w ere  subjected  to  th e  diabolical caprices o f  
th is C a lm uc m aniac, whose conduct, indeed , c a n n o t be  
ap tly  ch aracterised  by th e  m ost fo rc ib le  ep ithe ts in o u r 
language.

VIO LATIONS OF T H E  CONSTITUTION OF 1815.*
By a p rim ary  artic le  o f  th e  C o n s titu tio n — “ T h e  legis­

la tiv e  an d  execu tive  pow ers are  separa ted . T h e  fo rm er 
is exercised  by th e  M o narch  an d  R ep resen ta tiv es ; th e  
la t te r  by th e  M onarch  a lo n e .”  B u t, in v io la tion  o f  
th is ,— th e  legislative pow er never was d ivided. O n  th e  
co n tra ry , th e  w ho le  was co n cen tred  in  th e  person  o f  
C o n s tan tin e . H e  was th e  beginning an d  end o f  every
th in g . . . .  mi

T h e  10 th  a rtic le  o f  th e  C o n s titu tio n  declares— I h a t
in case R ussian  troops shall en te r  th e  te rr ito ry  o f  P o lan d , 
th e ir  expenses shall be  defrayed by th e  R ussian govern­
m en t. N evertheless, R ussian tro o p s w ere  q u a rte re d  15 
years in and  a ro u n d  th e  cap ita l, a t  th e  expense o f  P o lan d , 
consum ing one-fourth  o f  th e  r e v e n u e s ! Besides w hich , 
the influence o f  R ussia  corrupted the m agistracy, and , by 
such  m eans, au th o rised  num berless abuses.

T h e  16th  a rtic le  guaran teed  th e  freedom  o f th e  press.

* T h e  au thorities  consulted a re—th e  H is to ry  o f P o lan d  in  
L ard n er’s C vcloptedia ; '■ P o land  tinder tlie  dom inion o f R u s ­
s ia  ”  by H a r ro  H a r r in g ; the “  M anifesto  o f th e  Po lish  
N ation  to E u ro p e , voted by the  D ie t, 2 0 th  D ecem ber, 1830 ;
“  L a  G rande Sem aine des P o lo n a is ,”  P a ris , 1831 ; “  L ’E m - 
p e rcu r N ico las e t L a C onstitu tion  Polonaise de 1815 ;”  “  Re- 
trospect of Pub lic  A ffairs,”  (L a rd n e r’s C ab inet L ib ra ry .)



But for 12 years preceding November, 1830, th a t free­
dom had ceased to exist. Scarcely a press durst be 
established, o r even a page ventured to  be printed with­
ou t th e  dread of some malignant in terpretation o f a 
phrase, every word of which, before being committed to 
paper, had undergone the  most serious consideration. 
H undreds and thousands were put under arrest for some 
expression of their thoughts and feelings, no t by writing 
even, bu t orally.

T h e  ancient law of the  country, (neminem captivari 
permittemus nisi ju re  victum J  was to  be preserved: by 
which no one could be imprisoned w ithout being made 
acquainted with the grounds of his imprisonment,—nor 
punished, except in virtue of existing laws, and the deci­
sion of com petent magistrates. Y et citizens o f rank, o f 
character, and unblemished reputation, were imprisoned 
w ithout any cause being assigned, and were punished 
w ithout trial. Respectable inhabitants o f  W arsaw were 
often taken and flogged before the  Grand-Duke, w ithout 
th e  formality o f a trial, or the specification o f a charge. 
Systems of T o r t u r e  were introduced th a t would make 
hum anity shudder. I t  extended even to women, who 
had cords bound about their breasts, to  force them to 
answer the  interrogatories o f their inqu isito rs!

T he 21st article o f the  C onstitution left every Pole a t 
liberty to  travel or retire  to  a foreign country, to  enjoy 
his fortune. This liberty, however, depended upon the 
caprice o f  the C hief and his num erous spies. Travelling 
in France or England am ounted to  a state crime, and 
was sufficient to  occasion the arrest of the traveller on 
his re tu rn .

Articles 47 and 82 guaranteed the responsibility of the 
M in isters: but they  were equally disregarded with the 
rest.

By th a t C onstitution, too, the  Diet was to be convoked 
every o ther y e a r ; the right of granting supplies was 
vested in the  people ; and the debates were to be p u b lic : 
all these stipulations were arbitrarily infringed.

By another article o f the  C harter it was decreed,—
“  T hat th e  Polish army preserves its colours, its uniform, 
and every thing th a t belongs to  its nationality.”  Yet, 
with a perverse obstinacy, C onstantine attem pted to alter 
the uniform of th e  a rm y ; and, to wound still deeper, the 
national and m artial feeling of the  Polish warriors, he 
subjected them to  punishm ents contrary to  their laws, 
insulting to  their feelings, and degrading to their honour.

In fine, the C harter was declared obligatory upon all the 
successors of Alexander,—yet, n o t  o n e  o r it s  p r o v is io n s

WAS R E SPECTED .
I t  has before been stated that the kingdom of Poland 

was to  be united to  the Russian Em pire only by its Con­
stitution :— this was the sole bond o f its connexion; and 
when th a t was broken by Russia, she forfeited all claim to 
that country, which then became entitled to its independence. 
M r. H un ter Gordon, in his able exposition o f Public Law 
as it affects this question,* forcibly observes, that—

“ B y  these  in fringem ents o f the  P o lish  C onstitu tion , the  
E m pero r of Russia no t on ly  v iolated th e  com pact in to  w hich 
h e  had entered  w ith  the  o ther powers, bu t destroyed th e  rela­
tions which connected hin t w ith Poland, ann ih ila ted  th e  only 
condition  b y  w hich he held the  sovereignty  o f th a t  country , 
and  forfeited all lega l title  to  th e  Po lish  crow n.

“  B y persisting  in th a t a rb itra ry  course, he  a t leng th  provoked 
th e  Po lish  nation  to  shake off his yoke,— to achieve in  fac t,

* «  C onsiderations on the W a r  in  P o lan d .”  1831.

th a t independence which o f l ig h t already belonged to them , 
a n d  to resum e the position in which th e ir  country  stood p rio r 
to  the T rea ty  o f V ienna. A nd  h av ing  thus lost no t only the  
ten u re  by w hich  be held th a t crow n, bu t th e  crown itself, 
N icholas, in Decem ber, 1830, poured an arm y in to  P o lan d , w ith 
th e  avowed object o f  b ring ing  back th a t  kingdom  u n d er his 
yoke, to whose allegiance his claim  is gone for ever, and to de­
prive o f  its n a tio n a l existence a s tate  whose independence is as 
indisputable a s th a t o f  any  pow er in E urope . W hen  R u ssia , 
th e ie fo re , a ttacked  the  Polish te rrito ry , she v iolaled the law so f 
nations, and m a d e  w a r  o n  t h e  p o w e r s  o r  k u r o p e .— Now, 
as heretofore, i t  is again st the  public law of E u rope, and  upon 
th e  gen ius o f E uropean  policy, th a t she has draw n her sword ; 
and the p lague o f  w ar is no t only followed by the  m ore fearful 
plague o f a  m ilita ry  commission, confiscations, ban ishm en ts , 
g ibbets, and the  q u arte rin g  o f soldiers over the co u n try ;.—b u t 
the  wishes and hopes o f the  civ ilized  world m ay be blasted  by 
th e  resu lt o f the  c o n te s t; and  w hat then  will rem ain to  break 
th e  tid e  o f despotic em pire, o r p revent i t  from spreading  deep 
and wide to th e  lim its o f civ ilization  ?’’

Since M r. Gordon w rote, the contest has ended in the  
trium ph of th e  aggressor. W h at remains to  stop his 
career, then, bu t a confederacy o f the moral forces of the 
free, and the  physical energies o f the  oppressed, all over 
the  world ?

A FEW EXAMPLES
O F T H A T  TYRANNY W H IC H , (IN  A D D IT IO N  TO  T H E  GF- 

N E R A L  V IO L A T IO N  O F T H E  C H A R T ER ,) IR R IT A T E D  
T H E  PO LES TO  RESISTANCE.

“  T he investigator of history knows not whieh to wonder at most, the 
unlimited and barbarous despotism of the tyr. n t, or the patience and for­
bearance of tlie people by whom he was tolerated.”—K aram sm  (com­
m enting on a Russian despot ot the Kith Century.)

“  Poland, has at least a charter with which she can arm herself against 
an unjust arbitrary will.”—D r. G. Hassel, “  Principles o f Statistics."  
Weimar, 1823.

u  Poland, then, was a constitutional1 monarchy, and had a ch a rte r ; yet 
t h e  P oles submitted for 10 years, preceding the  29th November, 1830, to 
the humiliation of being oppressed by tire eruelest caprice (under Con­
stantine,) that any people ever endured I"

“  Good Heaven! witli w hat forbearance and patience have the noble 
Poles been endowed! This character m .y  henceforth be made the 
foundation of an universai'proverb, and it may be said :—‘To persevere 
with Polish patience!’—* P atien t as a Pole !’—or, * Polish forbearance!’ 

“ Patience is a v irtue.—Forbear,nee is exalted patience, arid conse- 
ouently exalted virtue. People then who could patiently bear the chains 
of slavery, while possessing the power of bre king them, may well besaid 
to stand forward in the attitude of real greatness.”—Poland under the 
dominion o f Russia, by ltarro  H arring, late a Cadet m  the Lancer Regi­
ment o f Constantine's. Russian Body Guard.

T H E  R IC H  B R E W E R  O F W A RSA W

CONDEM NED ON TH E M ERE SUSPICION OF H A RBOURIN G A 
D E S E R T E R , TO  T H E  PU N ISH M EN T OF H U R L IN G  T H E 
W HEELBARROW .

(T h is  is in vio la tion  o f th e  3 rd  A rtic le  o f  the  Polish Con­
s titu tio n , which p r o v i d e s , T h a t  a ll classes o f c itizens a re  
pro tected  by the  an cien t law o f the  coun try  :_ w h ic h  declares 
th a t no m an  shall be a rres ted , except according to legal fo rm s ; 
no r deprived of h is  lib e rty , w ithou t being acquain ted  w ith  the 
grounds of his im prisonm en t,”  &e.)

A most opulent and respectable man named Zaw adcki, 
the  principal brewer o f W arsaw, had, through some of 
his people, w ithout his own knowledge, hired as a servant 
in his establishment, a Russian deserter. T he offendep 
was detected, and p roof o f innocence on the part o f his



9

employer, being disallowed, the  Grand Duke, by his indi­
vidual decree, ordered this respectable individual to  be 
fettered,— and in th a t condition he was compelled to 
work with a wheelbarrow, in the public streets.

His daughter, an amiable young lady, ventured to  ap­
peal to  the  mercy of the G rand Duke in behalf o f her 
p a ren t; and the unmanly m onster kicked her down 
stairs, using at the  same time, the most abusive language.

In th e  same way, he caused two Polish officers to  be 
seized in the  dead of night, and w ithout trial, or even 
accusation, sent them to Russia.

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS.

Some of the publishers o f W arsaw, having incurred his 
displeasure, he sent soldiers in the middle o f the night, to 
break up the presses, and to destroy the types.

ARBITRARY TAXATION.

Taxes were levied without consulting the d ie t; and 
when a distinguished member, Niemoyewski, protested 
against such proceedings, he was arrested and sent to his 
country-house, under the charge of Cossacks; who kept 
him there for ten years, notwithstanding the most urgent 
affairs th a t required his attention elsewhere.

IN TER FER ENCE W ITH  T H E  STUDENTS.

T he Students, too, especially a t W ilna, were persecuted 
and harassed by a most notorious person, named Novo- 
zilzoff, who succeeded Prince Adam Czartoryski, as cura­
to r of the Universities. This fit tool in C onstantine’s 
hands, displayed, on every occasion, the most atrocious 
rapacity, and an entire 'absence of common humanity. 
One of the richest inhabitants o f L ithuania, had been 
arrested at the instance of this m odern Sejanus; but 
15,000 ducats, or 7000/. sterling, effected his libera­
tion 1 Harring says, that, although an elderly man, 
Novozilzoff was not only openly indecent and debauched 
himself, but liked to  see'and encourage the  same conduct 
in  others, considering profligate habits a sure antidote to 
notions of political liberty and tru th . “  Decency,”  this 
w riter strikingly observes, “ is not in unison with the 
system of absolute monarchy. Moral depravity is, as it 
were, the  pummel o f the sword of despotism.”

Novozilzoff; as Imperial Commissary General, held the 
highest rank next to  the G rand Duke. In W arsaw, his 
name was whispered as fearfully as was the  dreaded name 
of Dionysius in Syracuse.

T he Universities are regulated on the  plan of Barracks, 
and the students are subjected to the discipline and 
punishment o f foreign soldiers.

NO V O ZIL ZO FF’S TREATMENT OF T H E  LATE COUNT
PL A TER’S SON AND WIFE.

His most infamous act, if it be possible to  give any pre­
eminence in acts almost pre-eminently wicked, was per­
formed on the  following occasion:— Michael, a boy o f nine 
years o f age, a son of C ount Plater,*  had in the playfulness 
o f childhood, w ritten in chalk on one of the  forms, “ T he 
3rd o f May for ever 1”  that being the  anniversary of 
Kosciuszko’s C onstitution. T he fact was discovered by

* W ho had married a lady of the name o f  K ościuszko, nearly 
related to tlie great patriot. Count Ladislas Plater, a cousin o f  
the above, is now in  England. T he Countess E m ily  Plater, 
a near relative of his, was one o f the most distinguished  
characters in the late events. She organised the men upon 
her own estates, led them against the Russians, and sacrificed 
herself for her country.

some of the innumerable spies, employed even among these 
infants, to  Novozilzoff, who instituted an inquiry among 
the boys,— not one o f whom would belray poor P la te r: 
they were all ordered to  be flogged with the  utm ost 
severity 1 T he unhappy offender declared th a t he had 
w ritten  the  offensive words. T he G rand Duke con­
demned him to  be a soldier fo r  life, incapable o f  advance­
ment in the a rm y;  and when his m other threw  herself 
before his carriage, to implore forgiveness for her wretched 
child, he spurned her with his foot.

MAJOR ŁUKASIŃSKI.*

One o f the  most atrocious acts o f this most atrocious 
period is the treatm ent o f M ajor Łukasiński, a  Polish 
officer o f high character and blameless life.

He was distinguished by the G rand Duke, indeed was 
especially favoured on all occasions, but, being a member 
o f an association, having for its object m utual good offices 
among the  army, (modelled even after the recommenda­
tion of Alexander, bu t now become obnoxious,) he was 
arrested, and after some time brought into the presence 
o f his imperious chief; who, addressing him in terms of 
kindness and friendship, invited him to repose confidence 
in the  known attachm ent he felt for him : thus throw n 
off his guard, the unhappy man spoke with frankness and 
candour. He was removed to his dungeon, tried on his 
confession to the Grand D uke, was convicted, and con­
demned to be deprived of all his honours, to  chains, and 
to  perpetual imprisonment. In compliance with this 
sentence, he was conveyed to  the  fortress o f Zam osc, 
where upwards o f  a thousand persons similarly circum­
stanced were confined. One o f the  G rand Duke’s emissa­
ries was introduced into the  prison; he got up a conspiracy 
for effecting the escape of the prisoners, and, w ithout th e  
privity o f  the  wretched Łukasiński, contrived to  procure 
his nom ination as the  leader o f the  conspirators ! T hen 
further persecutions were instituted, and for this im puted 
crime, which, even if  real, could not be blamed by any man, 
hew ascondem edto death. Thiswas,how ever,too hum ane; 
death would have afforded relief to  the wearied sufferer, 
which was not the  object of Constantine. I t  was there­
fore commuted to perpetual imprisonment,— and a w e e k l y  
f l o g g i n g  ! And it was directed th a t a record should be 
kept for C onstantine’s especial information of the  effect 
o f  each blow on the wretched victim 1 Hum anity recoils 
a t recording such atrocity, such cold-blooded ferocious­
ness : and we should not have ventured on making the  
statem ent, had no t the  facts been attested by documents 
found among the papers o f the  Grand Duke after his 
precipitate re treat from W arsaw on the 29th o f Novem ­
ber, 1830. T o guard against the  possibility of relief o r 
escape, Łukasiński was alternately confined in a prison in 
th e  heart o f W arsaw, o r in the  fortress o f G o u ra ; and 
he was instantly removed, i f  the scene o f liis actual suffer­
ings were even suspected. Unfortunately for him, a t th e  
m om ent of the  insurrection o f W arsaw, he was a t G oura, 
and although jewels, papers, and o ther valuables w ere 
left behind, Łukasiński was too precious not to be carried 1 
off with scrupulous care. He was removed manacled to  
a cannon;— and has not since been heard o f !—The actual 
history o f his sufferings would have contributed to ani-

* W hose likeness, in lithograph, published by the patriot 
Straszewicz in Paris, is  now exhibited in the window o f Mr. 
Craggs, bookseller, in th is town, Łukasiński is represented 
chained to a cannon.
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m ate even  th e  m ost to rp id  p a trio tism , w hen even th e  
im perfec t sta tem en ts  th a t  a re  now  com m unicated  to  th e  
English  public can n o t fail to  excite  a disgust and  d e te s ta ­
tio n  for th e  ty ra n t, only equalled  by th e  sym pathy for th e  
victim  o f  his persecu tion .

R E S T R A I N T S  ON C O M M U N IC A T IO N .

H a rro  H arring , in  adverting  to  th e  w ant o f  in form ation  
respec ting  P o lan d , says— “ T h e  q uestion— ‘ W h o  should  
w rite fo r  P o land , and  abo u t P o la n d ? ’ may be m o re  diffi­
cu lt to  answ er th an  a new spaper read er im agines. F ew  
a re  p erh ap s  aw are th a t  in P o land , and  especially in W a r­
saw, every  w ord , I m ay say, every th o u g h t is w atched , and  
every seal b ro k e n ;— in sh o rt th a t all channels o f  in fo rm ­
ation  a r e  s topped , and  if  any one  should  be found  bold  
enough to  v en tu re  on speaking or w riting , th e  n e x t h ou r 
m ay doom  him to  captivity .

“ N o n e  b u t m en w ho are  free  and  in d ep en d en t can be 
ex p ec ted  to  speak th e  t ru th  openly and  fearlessly.— N ow , 
in P o lan d , no  m an is free and  in d ep en d en t.— In d eed  no 
m an w ho  has acqu ired  a know ledge o f  facts by personal 
experience  in P o lan d , can be said to  be  free even in a 
foreign co u n try . W hereso ev er he m ay w ind his w ay, he 
will be  w atched  by th e  Argus eyes o f  th e  hirelings of th e  
R ussian G overnm en t. I see (says H arring ) foreign spies 
about m e, pu rsu ing  th e ir  vocation  u nd istu rbed— b u t th a t  
awes m e n o t .”

P O S T  O F F I C E .

A ll th e  clerks a t  th e  post-office w ear th e  Russian un i­
form.

N o  le t te r  is to  be fo rw arded  to  its  address u n til it  has 
been o p en ed  and  read  !

I f  th e  d ex te rity  o f  th e  seal-b reaker shoidd fail to  p e r­
form th e  opera tio n  n eatly , o r if  a cover should  be to rn  
in o pen ing  it ,  th e  w hole  le t te r  is th e n  th row n  aside.

T h is  v io la tion  o f  th e  secrecy o f  correspondence , and  
the  w ho le  o f  th e  spy-systern, o f  w hich i t  is a  p a r t, never 
can co-ex ist w ith  civil liberty  in any c o u n try . M en’s 
m inds a re  ag ita ted  w ith  th e  painful idea o f  being deprived 
o f a ll ce rta in ty  and safety in  com m unicating  w ith  each 
o th er. U n d e r  such circum stances i t  is n o t surprising th a t  
th e  in d ignation  o f  th e  p eop le  should  a t leng th  m anifest 
i tse lf  in an open co n te s t o f  despair w ith  oppressors and 
b etrayers.

SPY-SYSTEM.

In  P o lan d , th e re  are  f iv e  classes o f  Spies.
W  hen a spy whose infam ous office enables h im  to  dis­

cover in  a le tte r  th e  secre ts o f  an o th e r’s soul—-the over­
flowings o f  a  w arm  h e a r t expressed  in  th e  language o f  
friendship  an d  affection, he  concludes, n o t unreasonab ly , 
th a t  th e  w rite r is a  m an in w hose b reast a  sim ilar feeling 
for t r u th ,  ju stice , and  freedom  glows, and  th ere fo re  th a t  
he  is  g rea tly  to  be suspected , and  is a dangerous m an, 
against w hom  th e  governm en t ough t to  ta k e  p recau tio n ary  
m easures,— In  W arsaw  th e re  w ere  several hun d red s o f  
R ussian  spies, and  th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole of P o lan d  som e 
th o u san d s w ere m ain tained . T hey  w ere o f  all descrip tions, 
from  th e  ap p aren t gen tlem an  dow n to  th e  low est ruffian, 
and in every com pany one  a t leas t was ^fastened like a 
po isonous excrescence. T hu s, in no  social circle, in no 
fa m ily  p a r ty ,  cou ld  i t  be  certain  th a t  som e b e tray e r  had  
n o t in sin u a ted  h im self u n d e r th e  m ask o f  friendship,

“  Im agine yourself, if  you  can , good read er” says H arro  
H arring , “ p laced in such circum stances as these . Suppose 
y o u r b ro th e r, y ou r fa th e r, y o u r  son, o r  y o u r friend , a  
h ired  spy o f  th e  governm ent, sitting  beside you  in th e  
dom estic  circle, and  every k ind  o f  fam ily confidence 
b a n is h e d :— th en  ask yo u rse lf w hat rem ains to  you, w h at 
peace o r happiness you still possess?— A ou will find little  
th a t  is w o rth  living for is le ft.”

T H E  P O L I S H  R E V O L U T I O N  O F  1 8 3 0 ,

V IN D IC A T E D  ON T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  OF T H E  EN G LIS H  R E ­
V OL UT ION  OF I68S.

\T h e  fo llow ing is an extract fr o m  the excellent “  L e tte r  on 
the affairs o f  Poland,” 1831 ; by M ontague G ore, E sq . 
—  I t  was written whilst the contest was y e t  undecided.'] 
“ T h e  strang le  now  m ain ta ined  by th e  Poles in b e h a lf  

o f  th e ir  liberties, cannot fail deeply to  in te re s t every friend  
o f  freedom  th ro u g h o u t E u ro p e ; and no m an, I app reh en d , 
how ever opposed to  revo lu tions in th e  abstrac t, can avoid 
sym pathising w ith  th e  g lorious efiorts o f  those  w ho a re  
now  com bating  for no  ideal, speculative th eo ries , b u t in 
b eh a lf o f th e ir  h earth s, the ir a lta rs, th e ir  independence , 
and  th e ir  very  ex istence as a people.

B u t though  a general im pression exists in th is co u n try  
in th e ir  favour, and  though  E nglishm en requ ire  no incen­
tive to  stim u la te  th e ir  love o f  ju s tic e  and th e ir  h a tred  o f  
oppression , it  m ay n o t be am iss to  ofler a few rem arks, 
and to deta il a few’ facts, w ith th e  tw ofold object o f  giving 
fresh im pulse to  th e  zeal o f  th e  friends o f  P o land , and  o f  
rem oving th e  scruples o f  th e  tim id , w hom  th e  w ord  re­
volution  m ay have h ith e rto  d e te rre d  from  espousing her 
cause. T ho u g h , le t m e observe, th a t  th is queam ishness 
ab o u t revo lu tions is som ew hat novel in E n g la n d ; for till 
la tely  th e  p ro u d est boast o f  a  B riton  has been th a t  his 
ancesto rs w ere revolutionists, and  ach ieved  th e  revo lu tion  
o f 1 6 8 8 ; an d , in po in t o f  fact, all th e  blessings th is 
co u n try  has enjoyed for th e  last cen tu ry  and  a  h a lf  may 
be  a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  influence o f  th a t  revolution. *  *
*  * *  T h e  friends o f  (a  righ teous) rev o lu tio n ,
w ould d ep recate  all such p o p u la r  tum ults as have arisen 
w ith o u t ad eq u a te  cause , and  to  p ro m o te  th e  ends o f  de­
signing an d  am bitious dem agogues; w hilst th e  enem ies o f  
a revo lu tion  w ould n o t ob jec t to  it, w hen dem anded  by 
im perious exigencies, o r called fo r by gross in justice. T h e  
safest ru le  to  follow is probably th a t  laid dow n by A risto tle , 
th a t  to  ju stify  revo lu tion  th e  advan tage to  be gained 
should  be  considerable, and  th e  faults o f  th e  ru le rs  g r e a t : 
(P o litic , lib. ii. c. 5.) an d  to  th is  te s t 1 am willing to  sub­
m it th e  revo lu tion  in P o lan d ; and I  am p rep ared  to  p rove  
th a t  it w as p rovoked by th e  m ost flagrant v io lation  o f  law, 
by th e  m o st barefaced ty ran n y  and  m isru le, and th a t  it  
w as n o t a  revo lu tion  effected by a  m ob, o r b ro u g h t abo u t 
by a few crafty  in d iv id u a ls; bu t a revolution o f  a whole 
nation against fo re ig n  oppression ,* headed  n o t by obscure 
dem agogues, b u t by all th a t  w as em in en t for ran k , ta le n t, 
and charac te r.”  p. 1— 3.

W e  have no ticed  above, th e  p rovocations w hich  th e  
P o les received, an d  how  p a tien tly  th ey  en d u red  them  for 
15 y ea rs ; w e have shewn h o w 'th e  laws w ere v io la te d ; 
w e have given som e exam ples o f  -barefaced ty ran n y  and 
m isru le ; and  shall subsequen tly  adduce  p ro o f  o f  th e  
o th e r  facts.
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Sali) -of Nation®,
W H I C H  F O R M S  T H E  BE S T  J US TI F I CA TI O N  O F  T H E  

P OL E S .

Pint r i  repeUere licet.

M e n  are  assem bled in civil society to  p ro te c t th e ir  lives, 
liberties, and  esta tes from  th e  grasp o f  th e  s tro n g e s t; and 
to  labour in c o n c e r t for th e ir  com m on happiness. I t  is 
w ith  th is  view th a t  every citizen  divested h im self o f  his 
n a tu ra l rights, an d  resigned his n a tu ra l liberty  and  in d e­
pendence . C o u ld  th e  S ociety  m ake such use o f  its  au th o ­
rity  as irrevocably  to  su rren d er itse lf and all its m em bers 
to  th e  d isc re tio n 'o f  a cruel t y r a n t?  C erta in ly  n o t. I t  
w ould  no longer possess any righ t itse lf  w ere it  disposed 
to  oppress p a r t  o f  th e  citizens. W hen , there fo re , a Soci­
e ty  en tru sts  th e  su p r m e pow er in to  th e  hands o f  a single 
ru le r, i t  is w ith  th e  expressed  or tac it cond ition  th a t  th e  
S overeign  shall use  it  for th e  safety o f  th e  people, and 
n o t for th e ir  ru in . I f  he becom e th e  scourge o f  th e  S ta te , 
lie  degrades h im se lf; he  is no b e tte r  th an  a public enem y, 
against whom  th e  n a tio n  m ay and ought to  defend itse lf; 
and  if  he has carried  his ty ranny  to  th e  u tm o st h e igh t—  
(we q u o te  Vallel) — w hy should  even th e  life o f  so cruel 
and  perfidious an enem y be spared  ? W h o  shall presum e 
to  b lam e th e  conduct o f  th e  R om an S en a te  th a t  declared  
N e ro  an enem y to  his co u n try  ?— (B. 1. c. 4.)

As soon as a P rince  (con tin u es V atte l)  a ttack s th e  
co n s titu tio n  o f  th e  S ta te , he  breaks th e  c o n tra c t w hich 
b ound  th e  people to  him  ; th e  people become fr e e  by the 
act o f  the Sovereign, and  can  no longer view him b u t as 
an u su rper, w ho w ould  load  them  w ith  oppression .—  
A g a in :— w hen a prince, w ith o u t any a p p a ren t reason , 
a ttem p ts  to  deprive us o f  life, o r o f  those  things th e  loss 
o f  w hich w ould ren d e r life irksom e, w ho can d ispu te  o u r 
r ig h t to  resis t him  ? Self-preservation  is n o t only an 
ac tu a l right, b u t an obligation im posed by n a tu re , and  no 
m an can en tire ly  and  absolu te ly  renounce  it. T h is t ru th  
is acknow ledged by every  sensible w rite r, w hose pen  is 
n o t enslaved by fear, o r  sold fo r h i r e ; and adm itted  even 
bv B arclay him self, th a t  g rea t asserto r o f  th e  sacredness o f  
kings. T h is w rite r  says (lib. m .  c. 8, Con. M o n a r.)  “  I f  any 
one  should  ask— M ust th e  people, then , always lay th em ­
selves opeii to  th e  cruelty  and  rage o f  ty ranny  ? M ust 
th ey  see th e ir  cities pillaged, and laid in ashes,— th e ir  
w ives and  ch ild ren  exposed to  th e  ty ra n t’s lu st and fury , 
an d  them selves an d  fam ilies reduced  by th e ir  King to  
ru in , an d  all th e  m iseries o f  w ant and  oppression , and y e t 
sit still ? M ust m en a lone  be debarred  th e  com m on p ri­
vilege o f  opposing force w ith force, w hich n a tu re  allows 
so freely to  all o th e r  crea tu res for the ir  p reservation  from  
in ju ry  ? I  a n s w e r : Self-defence is a p a r t o f  th e  law  o f  
n a tu r e ;  n o r can  it  be  den ied  to  th e  com m unity  even 
against th e  King him self.”

T h is  being prem ised, i t  is easy to  see th a t  if  P o lan d  
rose in resis tance  against Russia, she was am ply justified  
in so doing by th e  conduct o f  th e  la tte r , w ho, n o t con­
te n t  w ith having v io lated  th e  com pact en te red  in to  a t  th e  
C o n ven tion  o f  V ienna, daily inflicted upon th e  Poles th e  
m ost ferocious ac ts o f  in justice, ty ran n y  and  oppression . 
T h o u g h  P o lan d  has fallen u n d er th e  overw helm ing b ru te  
force o f  th e  barbarians, and  Russia has triu m p h ed , w hat

right has she acqu ired  by h er v icto ry  ? N o n e . C onquest 
gives to  th e  aggressor (and such was R ussia) no righ t o f  
governing. P erh ap s th e  follow ing passage from  L ocke 
(on  C ivil G overnm en t) will se t th is po in t in a c lear light. 
— “ T h a t  th e  aggressor who p u ts  h im self in to  th e  s ta te  o f  
w ar w ith  a n o th e r , and  un justly  invades a n o th e r  m an ’s 
righ t, can , by such an unjust w ar, never com e to  have a  
rig h t over th e  conquered , will be easily agreed by all 
m en , w ho will n o t th in k  th a t  robbers an d  p ira tes have a 
r igh t o f  em pire  over w hom soever they  hav e  force enough  
to  m aste r ; o r  th a t  m en a re  bound  to  prom ises, w hich  
unlaw ful fo rce ex to rts  from  them . S h o u ld  a  robber 
b reak  in to  my house , and, with a dagger a t m y th ro a t , 
m ake m e seal a deed to  convey my es ta te  to  h im ,— w ould  
th is give h im  any title  ? Ju s t such a ti t le  by his sw ord  
has an u n just conq u ero r w ho forces m e in to  subm ission. 
T h e  in ju ry  and  th e  crim e are  equal, w h e th er co m m itted  
by th e  w earer o f  th e  crown, o r  som e p e tty  villain .”

W h en ce  it is plain , th a t  th e  a u to c ra t o f  R ussia, who 
p rovoked  th e  P o les to  revo lt, and  drove them  in d eed  to  
d espera tion , can derive no  aduan tage  from  his ow n w rong , 
n o r has any  ti t le  to  th e  obedience o f  th e  conqu ered .—  
T h e  v a lian t and long-suffering Poles m ay, th e re fo re  ap­
peal, as Je p h th a h  did to  heaven, and  re p e a t th e ir  appeal, 
till th ey  shall recover th e  n ative  righ t o f  th e ir  ancesto rs 
to  have a  N a tio n a l L egislature, approved and acqu iesced  
in by th e  m ajority  o f th e  n a tio n , w ith  th o se  m odifica­
tions o f  governm en t w hich experience has ta u g h t them  
to  be desirable and  ju s t ,*  F .

In  add ition  to  th e  principles adduced, w e shall hereafte r 
q u o te  Paley  on th e  recip rocal obligations o f  sovereigns 
and  subjects (B. V I . c.4, M oral and  polit. P hilos.), Puften- 
dorf, G ro tiu s, B arbeyrac, M ackin tosh , <&c. &c. an d  give 
fu r th e r  illu stra tions from  V atte l, w ho because he  is n o t 
th e  m ost liberal o f  Ju ris ts , will often be refe rred  to , his 
a u th o rity  being considerable w ith  th e  cool-b looded casuist 
and p ed an t in d iplom acy, M ean tim e w e refe r such o f  
o u r readers as have access to  th e  la t te r , to  Bk. I. c. 16. 
Sections 196 and  198, c. 17, s. 20 1 , 202 . Book I I . c. 1, s. 
4 . ;  c. 4, s. 4 9 , 5 0 , 5 6 ;  Bk. 2 , c. 5, 15, 18. B. I I I .c .1 3 .

I t  is possible th a t  th e  follow ing testim ony  m ay also  be 
o f  som e w eight w ith  th e  enem ies o f  th e  Po les, since th e  
w rite r  is no very willing eulogist o f  th e irs . As to  th e  
“  p ro p er tim e”  fo r resistance, th a t  is generally  ju d g ed  
by th e  even t. B u t certa in ly , th e  w rite r m igh t find  
his ow n ju d g m en t affected i f  he  had  been reduced  to  a 
s ta te  o f  agonising despera tion  by perp e tu a l goading. 
“  T h a t  th e  Poles have a righ t to  v ind ica te  th e ir  n a tio n a l 
in dependence ,— th a t  to  do so is their highest d u t v , — will 
n o t be denied  on th is side th e  B e re z in a ; b u t w h eth er th ey  
have chosen th e  p ro p er tim e  fo r rising, is a  different con­
sideration . T h e ir  plans w ere  ev idently  n o t m a tu re d . . . . . .
T h e ir  efforts have  been s tu p e n d o u s; th e ir  bravery  w o rth y
th e  age o f  th e ir  Boleslas and  Sobieskis T h e re  is a
“ P ro v id en ce  th a t  ru les in th e  affairs o f  m en,” — and  a 
r igh teous cause is often  m ade to  p rosper against all h u m an  
ca lcu la tio n , w hen even its  w arm est friends despair o f  its 
success. M ay th a t  o f  th e  P o les be one  o f  th e se !” —  
{H isto ry  o f  Poland.— G ardner's Cabinet Cyclopecdia.) 
W e  jo in  in his p rayers, and  th a n k  him  for his good  wishes.

* V ide “  A ddress o f tlie  P o lish  Refugees in France, to the  
B ritish  H ouseo f C om m ons,dated  May 29, 1832.”



VERSES ON THE POLISH CAUSE,
Contributed to tc The Hull Polish Record, by (t 1 OUNG 

L a d y .

O h  there’s something in sorrow’s pale aspect that flings 
A spell round the heart where sweet P ity’s a guest,

Such as ne’er from the bright face of happiness springs,
Nor joy’s sunny glances awake in the breast.

H ow  soon from that “  sameness of splendour”  we turn 
On memory’s tablets scarce leaving a trace,

W hile sympathy pictures of those we see mourn 
A n image more tender, that nought can efface.

Though pale is the cheek, and though sunken the eye,
There’s a charm undefined that still rivets our own ;

And we feel, as we gaze, that we echo the sigh
W ith emotions half sweet,— to the selfish unknown.

Thus we heed not the laurels that tyranny wreathes—
The sound of his triumphs falls faint on the ear—

B ut our souls still respond to each murmur that breathes 
From the Captive, to sorrow and sympathy dear.

Even such is the source of the magic that round thee,
Oh, P o l a n d !  has w o v en  a sp e ll  a n d  a  p o w e r ;

So that ne’er when the halo of victory crown’d thee,
Have we loved thee as now,—in thy desolate hour.

Oh ! colder by far than the snows of that land 
Where thy sons pine in exile, our bosoms must be,

I f  we feel not their kindliest feelings expand
When in thought, hapless Poland, we linger on thee.

Alas 1 is i t  only in thought we can aid thee,
Thou chivalrous land of the noble and brave ?

Oh B r i t a i n  ! I  miss from the proud wreaths that shade thee, 
One laurel that droops o’er P o l o n i a ’s grave

THE POWER OF RTJSSIA.
B y  Thomas Campbell, Esq.

So all this gallant blood has gush’d in vain !
A nd Poland, by the N orthern Condor’s beak 
And talons torn, lies prostrated again.
O , British patriots, thfit were wont to speak 
Once loudly on this theme, now hush’d or meek]
O , heartless men of Europe— Goth and G a u l!
Cold,—adder-deaf to Poland’s dying shriek ;—

; T h a t saw the world’s last land of heroes fall—
The brand of burning shame is on you all— all— a l l !

B u t this is not the drama’s closing act ;
I ts  tragic curtain  must uprise anew.
Nations, m ute accessories to the fact,
T h a t Upas-tree of power, whose fostering dew 
W as Polish blood, has yet to cast o’er you 
The lengthening shadow of its head elate—
A deadly shadow, darkening nature’s hue.
To all that’s hallow’d, righteous, pure, and great,

W o ! wo ! when they are reach’d by Russia’s withering hate.

Russia, th a t on his throne of adamant,
Consults what nation’s breast shall next be gored :
He on Polonia’s Golgotha will plant
His standard fresh ; and, horde succeeding horde
On patriot tomb-stones he will whet the sword,
F or more stupendous slaughter of the free.
Then Europe’s realms, when their best blood is pour’d 
Shall miss thee, Poland, as they bend the knee,

A ll—all in grief, but none in glory likening thee.

W hy smote ye not the G iant whilst he reel’d ?
O fair occasion, gone for ever by !
To have lock’d his lances in their northern field,
Innocuous as the phantom  chivalry
T h at flames and hurtles from yon boreal sk y !
Now wave thy pennon, Russia, o’er the land 
.Once Poland ; build thy bristling castles h ig h ;
Dig dungeons deep; for Poland’s wrested brand 

Is now a  weapon new to widen thy command—

An awful width } Norwegian woods shall build 
His fleets ; the Swede his vassal, and the Dane .
T he glebe of fifty kingdoms shall be till’d 
To feed his dazzling, desolating train ,
Camp’d sumless, ’twixt the Black and Baltic main :
B rute hosts, I ow n; but Sparta could not write,__
And Rome, half-barbarous, bound A chaia’s chain :
So Russia’s spirit, midst Sclavonic night,

Burns with a fire more dread than all your polish’d light.

B u t Russia’s limbs (so blinded statesmen say)
A re crude, and too colossal to cohere.
O lamentable weakness ! reckoning weak 
The stripling Titan, strengthening year by year.
W hat implement lacks he for war’s career,
T h a t grows on earth, or in its floods and mines,
(E igh th  isliarer o f the inhabitable sphere)
Whom Persia bows to, China ill confines,

A nd Ind ia ’s homage waits, when Albion’s star declines ?

B ut time will teach the Russ, ev’n conquering 
H as handmaid a r ts : ay, ay, the Russ will woo 
All sciences th a t speed Bellona’s car,
A ll m urder’s tactic arts, and win them to o ;
B ut never holier Muses shall imbue
His breast, th a t’s made of nature’s basest clay :
T he sabre, knout, and dungeon’s vapour blue 
H is  laws and ethics : far from him away 

Are all the lovely Nine th a t breathe but freedom’s day.

Say, ev’n his serfs, lialf-humanized, should learn 
Their human rights,—will M ars put out his flame 
In  Russian bosoms? no, he’ll bid them burn 
A thousand years for nought but martial fame,
L ike R om ans: yet forgive me, Roman nam e!
Rome could impart, w hat Russia never can ;
Proud civic rights to salve submission’s shame.
Our strife is coming; but in freedom’s van 

The Polish Eagle’s fall is big with fate to man.

Proud bird of old ! Mohammed’s moon recoil’d 
Before thy swoop : had we been tim ely bold,
T hat swoop, still free, had stunn’d the Russ, and foil’d 
E a rth ’s new oppressors, as it  foil’d her old.
Now thy m ajestic eyes are shut and cold :
And colder still Polonia’s children find 
The sympathetic hands, th a t we out hold.
B ut, Poles, when we are gone, the world will mind,

Ye bore the brunt of fate, and bled for humankind.
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So ballow’dly have ye fulfill’d your part,
M y pride repudiates ev’n the sigh that blends 
W ith  Poland’s name— name written on my heart.
My heroes, my grief-consecrated friends 1
Your sorrow, in nobility, transcends
Your conqueror’s j o y : his cheek may blush ; but shame
Can tinge not yours, though exile’s tear descends ;
N or would ye change your conscience, cause, and name, 

For his, with all his wealth, and all his felon fame.

Thee, Niemcewicz,* whose song of stirring power 
The Czar forbids to sound in Polish lands;
Thee, Czartoryski,f  in thy banish’d bower,
T he patricide, who in thy palace stands.
M ay envy ; proudly may Polonia’s bands 
Throw down their swords at Europe’s feet in scorn,
Saying— “ Russia, from the metal of these brands 
Shall forge the fetters of your sons unborn ;

O ur setting star is your misfortune’s r is in g  m orn ."
Metropolitan Magazine, January , 1832.

COPY OF A. LETTER

F rom  M ,  de Niem cewicz, to the Secretary o f  the H u ll  
L ite ra ry  Polish Society,

[Resolved, at a Meeting of the Committee, to be published in 
the First Num ber o f the “  R e c o r d . ’’ The letter is dated 
from the  seat of Earl Carnarvon, at Newbury, in IJerkshire, 
I t  will be seen tha t th is great national Poet, has made a 
considerable proficiency in the English language. W e have 
ventured to make only one or two very trivial corrections. 
W ith  those exceptions it runs th u s :— ]

“ P e rm it, S ir, to  an old P o le , to  a com pagnon o f  G e­
nera l K ościuszko, w ho, during  a  life o f  75 years, passed  
th ro u g h  a 'l  th e  m elancholy events his u n fo rtu n a te  co u n try  
has been sub ject to ,— perm it m e, S ir, in  th e  nam e o f  all 
m y cou n try m en , to  th a n k  you, and  th e  m em bers ol y our 
P o lish  A ssociation, for th e  ex ertio n s, an d  th e  lively in ­
te re s t y o u  tak e  in  th e  fate  o f u n fo rtu n a te  P o lan d , 
S ym p ath ie  for th e  oppressed, ch aracterised  alw ays th e  
free , b rav e , and noble B ritons. O  m ay those  sen tim en ts 
o f  th e  C itizens o f  H ull, be transfused  in th e  h ea rts  o f  all 
th e  E nglish . Persevere, S ir, in th a t  nob le task , an d  rely 
up o n  th e  g ra titu d e  o f  th e  w hole Polish  nation .

I  have th e  h o n o u r to  be, w ith  g rea t regard ,
Si a,

Y o u r m ost obed ien t hum ble S erv an t,
(S igned) J .  U . N ie m c e w ic z .*

N e w b u ry , 3 0 th  J u ly ,  1832.”

[W h e n  objections a re  raised  against th e  es tab lishm ent 
o f  such  Societies as ours o n  th e  sceptical p rinc ip le

* Niemcewicz is pronounced Nee- em-tsay-vitch, th e  accent being on the 
penultimate. This venerable man, the mobt popular and influential of Polish 
poets and President of the Academy of W arsaw, is now in London j he is 
75 years old : but his noble spirit is rather mellowed than decayed by age. 
H e was the friend of Fox, Kościuszko, and W ashington. Rich m  anec­
dote like Franklin, he has also a striking resemblance to him  m counte­
nance. H is reputation as a  patriot is equal to his literary L in e .

f  This nobleman is also now in London, comparatively w ithout fortune, 
although, in his own country, he possessed arevenue of upwards of £70,(100 

annum . His extensive property is now confiscated, given to the Russian 
m arauders, and his splendid Castle at Pulawy destroyed. Prince Adam 
Czartoryski finished his academical career in the university of Edinburg, 
and early acquired a strong taste for English institutions and for English 
men • of this, indeed, he gavesubstanti 1 proof, by devoting 250/. a year to 
the exclusive purchase of English books. T he Prince is the late President 
of the Constitutional Government.

Cui bono?  i t  is a m a tte r  o f  congra tu la tion  and  enco u rag e­
m en t to  find th a t  o u r  efforts a re  ca lcu la ted  n o t on ly  to  
afford conso lation  in th e  h o u r  o f  affliction, b u t th a t  th e  
fa th e r  o f  m odern  Polish li te ra tu re  deem s them  o f  still 
m o re  im p o rtan c e  in  subserving th e  sacred  cause o f  his 
coun try .]

DIRECTIO NS
F O R  F A C IL IT A T IN G  T H E  PR O N U N C IA T IO N  O F P O L ISH  

NAMES, &c.

w is p ro n ounced  like v, o r  is ra th e r  a  m iddle sound  betw een  
v  and  f ;  th u s  W arszaw a, V arsha fva;  
N arew , N a re fv  ; k iow , keeofv. 

a . . .  . . .  lik e  tz , and never like k ;  th u s P a c  is
P a t z ;  P o to c k i, P o to tz k i;  P lock , 
P lo izk  ; Z am o sc , Z am o stz;  n o c , notz. 

. . .  like g  in G ibbon ; Ogiński.

. . .  like  y  o r i ; as Z am o jsk i, Z am oyskee;
F ran c ja , F ra n c ia ;  Je d e n , Y a d e n ;  
J a n , Y a n ;  K ujava, Cooyahvah.

. . .  like k , b u t w ith  a  g u ttu ra l so und  ax in
G erm an . E x . C hłapow ski, L ech, 
C hodźko .

like ch in ch u rch , o r tch  in p i tc h ;  
C zarto rysk i, Tchartoriskee; C zy, tehee ; 
w icz, vitch ; P arczew ski, Partchevskee. 

. . .  like sh in shall, shape, & c. Leszczyński,
L esh tcheenskee;  szy, s h e ;  S taszyc, 
Stashitz.

. . .  like shtch ;  as szczyt, shtclicet.

. . .  like th e  F rench  j ,  w ith a  slight so und  of
th e  r.R zew uski, rJevooskee.

. . .  like j  in Ju n e  , Radziw iłł, R djiv ille  o r
R adjiville  ;  D zień , G ee-etig ; godzina, 
gojeena.

g
j

ch

szcz 
rz .

dz ,

POLISH MEDAL,
I n  commemoration o f  the Revolution o f  L ithuan ia  and  

other Polish Provinces.

W e  have been favoured  by C o u n t Ladislas P la te r , a 
distinguished Polish W a rr io r , an d  la te  m em ber o f  th e  
D ie t, (now  in H ull,) w ith  th e  p rospectus o f  this m edallion , 
w hich is to  be ex ecu ted  by th e  celeb ra ted  a r tis t , M . B arre , 
o f  Paris. I t  w ill be in  b ronze , and  its  d iam ete r ab o u t 
tw o in c h e s . T h e  price, i t  is said, will be very  m od era te . O n  
th e  obverse are  th e  shield, b anner, and  arm s o f  th e  p ro ­
vinces w hich to o k  p a r t  in th e  R evo lu tion  o f  1830— 1831, 
w ith  th is  inscrip tion  :— “  Polonia, L ithuania , alueque 
regiones Russia; im perio inique subditoe libertater.• vi e t 
atm is qucerebant, anno 1830— 1831. I n  rei memoriam  
L ithuana  consociatio.”

T h e  reverse is to  rep re sen t th e  Polish n ation  u n d e r  th e  
figure o f  a  m an b reak ing  his fe tte rs , and  w hose a th le tic  
form  ind ica tes streng th  and cou rage . T h e  m o tto , from  
H o race ,— “ Non si male nunc e t olim sic erit.”  A b lan k  
form  for subscriptions will be p laced , w ith th e  p ro sp ec tu s , 
in  som e conspicuous B ookseller’s shop in  th e  tow n.

T h is M edal is published by th e  L ith u an ian  an d  “  T erres
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Russiennes,’# Society in Paris, founded 1 Oth December, 
1831, by Counts Ccesar and Ladislas P later, and com­
prises am ongst its numerous members, most o f the chiefs 
o f  the Revolution in Lithuania, and the o ther Polish 
provinces. T h at Association has for its object, the pub­
lication o f—1, the  most authentic accounts o f  their late 
Revolution : 2, the History and Statistics o f that country: 
3, the preservation of their common nationality.

[The claims of Lithuania will hereafter engage our 
strict attention.]

“ POLONIA,
O il M ON THLY REPORTS ON PO LISH  A F F A IR S ,”  FO B  AU GU ST, 

Published by the London Literary Polish Association.
P rice  Is . to  M em bers o f  P o lish  S ocieties; ls.Gd. to  th e  P ublic .

W e have been presented with several copies o f  this 
valuable publication, from the P aren t Society, in London. 
Every page is replete with im portant and deeply interest­
ing m atter ; it is, therefore, with extrem e regret th a t our 
space will perm it us merely to  refer to the work. Pains, 
however, will be taken to diffuse a knowledge of its con­
tents, and th e  m erit they display.

MEETINGS AND PETITIONS.
In  addition to  the Petitions from Hull, Bristol, M at­

lock, Birmingham, &c. &e. to Parliam ent, we have great 
pleasure in noticing the recent Meetings a t Leeds, 
M anchester, and Liverpool, a t which Petitions have 
been agreed upon and addressed to His Majesty in Council, 
on behalf o f  th e  Poles. York, N orwich, and Nottingham , 
a re  about following the example.

[A t a M ee tin g  o f  the Committee o f  the H u ll Polish Society, 
it  was resolved, on the s7iggestion o f  the R ev . Geo. L e e ,  
that a short H isto ry  o f  the Association should be given, 
as well as the Address o f  D r . Chalmers, the P resident, 
and some M in u te s  o f  the Proceedings o f  the general 
meetings.]

TRANSACTIONS, &c.
On M onday evening, 18th June, 1832, a public 

meeting was held in the theatre o f  the Hull Philosophi­
cal Society, for th e  purpose of forming an Association 
o f  persons favourable to  th e  preservation and diffusion 
o f  Polish L iteratu re, and which should tend, by its pro­
ceedings, to  fix the  a ttention  of the public on Poland.

Dr. C h a l m e r s  was called t o  the  chair, and opened the 
proceedings by a few rem arks on the claims o f the brave 
b u t unfortunate Poles.

M r. E d w a r d  B u c k t o n  was called upon to  6tate his 
reasons for convoking the  meeting. H e detailed the 
measures which he had taken for th a t purpose, and justified 
th e  motives by which he had been actuated* Having learnt 
th a t  Mr. T hos, Campbell had formed a L iterary Polish 
Society, in  London, one great object o f  which was to 
rescue Polish literatu re  from the extinction m editated by 
Russia, he conceived th a t a Branch Association might surely 
be formed in Hull, which had distinguished itself by sending 
th e  first petition  to  Parliam ent in behalf o f an interven-

* T he  “ T e rres  R ussiennes,”  com prise W h ite  R ussia, B lack  
R ussia, and R ed R ussia , V olhynia, Podo lia , and  th e  U kraine, 
provinces w h ich  were fo rm erly  d is tin c t from R ussia , and formed 
p a r t  o f an c ien t P o land .

tion to mitigate the sufferings o f a noble but oppressed 
race o f men. Mr. Campbell was delighted with the  sug­
gestion communicated, and urged to “ perseverance in so 
sacred a cause.”  M r. E . B. then stated, a t some length, 
the  advantages which would accrue from such associa­
tions, taking a lively interest in the welfare o f Poland 
and its people, and concluded by conjuring the m eeting, 
by every hum ane, honourable, just, and even prudent 
feeling, to unite with him in this undertaking. H e then 
moved the  first resolution.

C h a s . F r o s t , Esq. seconded the m otion with pleasure, 
and would jo in  most gladly if the  Society were to be 
literary and not political.

M r. T . J . B u c k t o n  moved the  second resolution, 
seconded by Mr. P . B ruce; after which some opposition 
was offered: the object o f the Society being deemed 
by some to be “  political,” — by others not sufficiently so.

T he Rev. G e o . L e e  thought the  Society would be o f 
great utility as a literary institution ; and, as such, would 
have pleasure in promoting it.

I t  was finally resolved, th a t a Society o f this nature 
should be formed; and a great majority o f those present 
gave in their adhesion.

M otions were afterwards put and carried for the regula­
tion of the  Society.

Thanks were then voted to Thos. Campbell, Esq., to 
M r. Edw. Buckton, and to the chairman. A t an ad­
journed meeting the officers were elected.

T he first General M eeting was held on the  18th July, 
Dr. Chalmers in the chair. After the routine business,

T h e  President proceeded to deliver the fo llow ing  
A d d ress : —

G e n t l e m e n ,
I confess th a t I feel a t a loss how to  express myself on 

a subject of such vast im portance as the one which is in 
future to become the chief object o f discussion and deli­
beration in this Society. I t  is my wish, however, to  say 
a few words, no t only from a sense o f duty and private 
feeling, bu t to  prove to you that I am not indifferent to 
the  fate o f unfortunate Poland.

G entlem en—Painful as the recollection o f the  late 
events in Poland must be to all o f  us, still there  appears 
to  me some reason for consolation, inasmuch as the 
recent clash o f  arms, the  fall of W arsaw, and the subse­
quent Russian cruelties, have awakened in all the nations 
on the two sides o f the  Atlantic, no t only the  deepest 
sympathy for the  Poles, but strong indignation against 
their oppressors. They have also shaken off (and the 
establishment o f this Association is a p roof o f the tru th  
o f  the assertion) that slumber in which the literary world 
has so long been indulging with regard to Poland,— and 
I sincerely hope they will yet arouse, and a t no distant 
period, all the  physical and moral energies of E urope in 
her behalf.

Gentlem en—The task which you have so willingly im­
posed upon yourselves in forwarding the glorious cause by 
the  establishment of this Association, does honour both 
to your feelings and to your understanding;—it does 
honour to  your feelings, because the  object o f the Society 
is to  advocate the cause of hum an ity ; it does honour to 
your understanding, because what you have undertaken is 
well calculated to  fill up the blank, which the  policy of 
Despots and the  carelessness o f L iterati have left in the 
pages of history.



G en tlem en — A co u n try  o f  th e  an tiq u ity  o f  P o lan d — th e  
land  o f  C opern icus,V orstius, and  m any o th e r  distinguished 
lite ra ry  ch a rac te rs— as well as th e  b irth -p lace  o f  Sobieski* 
K ościuszko, M ałachow ski, and  o th e r renow ned  patriots. 
— a co u n try  ce leb ra ted  from  its first reco rd  in  h isto ry  for 
its sim ple, pasto ra l life— its honesty , a n d h o sp ita lity — b u t 
above all fo r its  love o f  lib e rty  and  in d ep en d en ce ; a 
co u n try  like th is, w hose h isto ry  is fraught w ith so m any 
g a llan t exploits, an d  versa tilities— peopled  w ith  tw en ty  
m illions o f  brave P a tr io ts  and u n d au n ted  H ero es— situ ­
a ted  as a  b arrier betw een  despotism  and  lib e rty , betw een 
barbarism  and  civ ilization— such a  co u n try , I rep ea t, p re ­
sents a  spacious field for lite ra ry  investigation .

T h e  Polish L ite ra tu re , w hich by o u r co-opera tion  w ith  
th e  P a re n t A ssociation we shall endeavour to  preserve from  
th e  w reck o f  th a t  u nhappy  co u n try — as the Ta lm ud  fro m  
the ruins o f  Jerusalem — and to  give i t  to  th e  w orld  in  all 
its  p u rity , will undoub ted ly  be an  invaluab le  add ition  to
o u r sto re  o f  h isto rical i l lu s tra tio n . T o  o th ers  b e tte r
qualified th an  m yself I leave th e  task  o f  ex p a tia tin g  on 
th is p o in t, an d  shall confine m yself simply to  th e  s ta te ­
m en t th a t  th e  li te ra tu re  o f  P o land  con tains tw o  g rand  
an d  im p o rtan t lessons— th e  o n e  for th e  in stru c tio n  of 
kings, and  th e  o th e r  for th e  in stru c tio n  o f  th e  people.-— 
T h e  first lesson teaches sovereigns n o t to  drive th e ir  sub ­
jects by acts o f  oppression  and in ju stice , to  th e  necessity  
o f  appealing  to  v io lence and rising in resis tance— th e  
second  teaches th e  people how  to  fight th e  b attles o f  free­
dom , and  how  to  assert th e ir  righ ts and  privileges— here 
is show n w h at crim es, w h a t eno rm ities can be p erp e ­
tra te d  by pow er, w hen it  is in th e  hands o f  an am bitious 
D espo t,— th e re  w h at a peop le  can  perform  w hen driven 
to  despair and  m adness by th e ir  oppressors.

T he, h isto ry  o f  P o lan d , how ever, is m ost rem arkab le 
fo r th e  unam bitious conduct o f  its peop le w ith  regard  to  
th e  rest o f  E u ro p e .— T h e  Poles, w hom  n a tu re  has gifted 
w ith  every requ isite  for th e  con q u est o f  N atio n s and  
th e  m ost daring  en terprises— ro b u st, ac tive , laborious, 
indefatigable, gen tle , p a tien t, frugal— en dued  w ith  a 
b ravery  and in tre p id ity  eclipsing even th e  fabulous accoun ts 
o f  th e  ancien t deeds o f  chivalry— satisfied with th e  bounds 
o f  th e ir  co u n try  as prescribed to  them  by th e ir  forefathers, 
an d  free from  am bition , never looked  beyond th e ir  ancien t 
fro n tie rs— never drew  a sw ord ex cep t in defence o f  th e ir  
ow n righ ts and  liberties, o r  fo r th e  p ro tec tio n  o f  th e  righ ts 
o f  o th e r  n a tions— they , indeed , a t  tim es have been to rn  
by in testin e  com m otions and civil w ars, b u t th ey  alone  
w ere th e  victim s o f  th e ir  ow n indiscretions.-— This co n ­
d u c t o f  th e  Poles, how ever, has n o t been im ita ted  by th e ir  
am bitious neighbours— w ho have n o t scrup led  to  p rey  
upon  th e ir  fair an d  fertile  fields, and to  b ring  ru in  and 
d estru c tio n  upon  them selves. T h is p a r t  o f  th e  h istory  o f  
th is m ost in ju red  coun try , unexam pled  in  th e  h is to ry o f  
th e  w orld, surpasses in crim inality  all th a t  ever was in ­
v en ted  by th e  evil genius o f  th e  hum an m ind. I t  is 
painful to  th in k  th a t  in th e  course o f  o u r labours vve shall 
have freq u en t occasion to  re-aw aken frightful reco llections 
con n ec ted  w ith th is p a r t o f  th e  h isto ry  o f  P o land , b u t it  
is indispensable for th e  accom plishm ent o f  o u r object th a t  
n o  p a r t  o f  h isto rica l tru th  shou ld  be  concealed.

G en tlem en — W h e th e r th e  co n d u c t o f  R ussia tow ards 
P o lan d , o r th a t  o f  P o lan d  tow ards Russia, be justified  o r 
n o t — w h eth er th e  solem n tre a ty  o f  V ienna— th e  oath s—  
an d  th e  rep ea ted  prom ises o f th e  E m p ero rs A lexander 
an d  N icholas have  been v io lated  o r n o t— I will n o t here  
discuss— these a re  questions which I m ust leave to  o th ers  
to  decide. B u t th is  I  m ay be allow ed to  say th a t  no

co u n try  has been s o  barbarously  ou trag ed  as m agnanim ous 
P o la n d — nor is th e re  any  co u n try  gifted w ith  so m any 
v ir tu e s— and sinking u n d er so m any in juries, even to  h er 
ex tin c tio n  as a  n a tio n — w hich has so strong  a claim  to  
th e  v enera tion , to  th e  sym pathy , an d  th e  g ra titu d e  o f  
E u ro p e , th an  th is chivalric c o u n try — to  v enera tion , fo r h e r  
v ir tu e s—to  sym pathy, for h er sufferings— and to  g ra ti tu d e , 
fo r th e  invaluable services w hich  she has ren d ered  to  E u ro p e
 for be it  ever remembered th a t  P o lan d  twice  arose  in  th e
h o u r  o f  peril and danger, and  tw ice saved by h e r  u n d a u n te d  
v a lo u r th e  rich  and  fertile  p rovinces o f  w estern  E u ro p e  
 I m ay say th e  Christian w orld— from  th e  grasp o f  M a­
h o m etan  barbarians.

G en tlem en — I m ust again rep ea t, th a t as th e  object o f  
o u r  association  is h um ane and  generous, an d  is in every 
w ay praisew orthy , w e o u g h t to  endeavour to  fo rw ard  it  
by all th e  m eans in o u r p o w e r : reco llec t tha£ in fulfilling 
th is sacred  du ty  tow ards unhappy  P o lan d , w e a re  p ro ­
m oting  a t  th e  sam e m om en t, th e  b e s t in te rests  an d  th e  
w elfare o f  E u ro p e , and all m ankind .

G en tlem en — M y professional duties, m o re  especially in 
th e  p resen t m elancholy  s ta te  o f  o u r tow n, leave m e b u t 
l i ttle  leisure for o th e r  avocations, b u t every  m om en t I 
can  convenien tly  and  conscientiously  spare, shall be m ost 
cheerfu lly  devoted  to  th e  discharge o f  th e  obligations 
w hich  y o u  have so k ind ly  im posed upon m e b o th  as th e  
p re sid en t and  as a m em ber of th is so c ie ty ; an d  i f  in  th e  
perfo rm ance o f  them  I  shall fall sh o rt o f  yo u r w ishes, I 
beg you will a ttr ib u te  th e  deficiency ra th e r  to  m y inab ility  
th a n  to  any w ant o f good in ten tions.

A fter th e  A ddress, M r. E . B u c k t o n , th e  S ec re ta ry , di­
rec ted  a tte n tio n  to  som e rem arks o f  D r. Bow ring on th e  
cu ltiva tion  o f  li te ra tu re  as a resou rce  an d  conso lation  in  
exile. “  I f  th e re  be  any case in w hich it  is n a tu ra l to  lo o k  
w ith  pecu liar in te re s t to  th e  lite ra ry  h istory  o f  na tions, it  is 
w hen , by a  series o f  calam ities— and  n o t o f  crim es— a 
people once  distinguished has fallen from  a  high position . 
T o  P o land , after ages o f  na tional g reatness, n o th in g  now  
rem ains b u t h er past records an d  h er ancien t fam e ; y e t, 
w hile th e ir  h isto ry  is p re sen t to  th e  m inds o f  P o les, i t  is 
im possible th a t  a p a tr io tic  feeling should  n o t grow  u p  
spon taneously .”  & c. & c. (See P re face  to  th e  “  Polish  
A nthology.)

M r. T .  J .  B u c k t o n ,  o n e  o f  th e  V ice-P residen ts, th en  
read  a  pap er en titled  “  A n E th n o g rap h ica l S k e tch  o f  th e  
P o lish  and  o th e r  S lavonic N a tio n s  in E u ro p e ,”  which, 
he in tro d u c ed  by observing th a t  although  som e tim e  m ight 
elapse before th e  objects o f  th e  H ull L iterary  A ssociation 
o f  th e  F riends o f  P o land  becam e sufficiently know n to  be 
ju stly  ap p rec ia ted  by th e  g rea t body o f  th e ir  tow nsm en, 
i t  was, nevertheless , highly gratifying to  find th a t, a t th e  
com m encem ent o f  th e ir  labours, th e re  w ere a lready  en­
ro lle d  so m any w ho w ere  willing to  lend th e ir  aid an d  
c o u n ten an ce  to  th e  u ndertak ing . W ith  every desire, he  
observed, to  avoid th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  m a tte r  w hich could  
give ju s t  offence to  any political p a rty , th ey  w ould  still 
p erce ive  th a t, to  be  p rac tica lly  useful, th e  A ssociation 
m ust tr e a t  o f  recen t events th a t  had  tran sp ired  in  P o lan d  
and  R ussia, as w ell as o f  scenes belonging to  a  m ore 
rem o te  period .— A fter dividing th e  in h ab itan ts  o f  E u ro p e  
in to  te n  classes, includ ing  th e  S lavonic, he  observed th a t  
Slavon w as th e  nam e w hich  these  n ations had  ap p ro p ri­
a ted  to  them selves, an d  m ean t, according  to  A delung, 
men, people ;  b u t D obrow ski derived  it  from  slow o, word, 
speech. P o in tin g  o u t th e  vast e x te n t o f  te rr ito ry  over 
w hich  th ese  people w ere  spread, h e  adverted  particu la rly  
to  th e  P o les, w ho cam e, he  th o u g h t, to g e th e r  w ith  th e
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Russians, from the lower Danube, and took possession of 
th e  countries deserted by the  G oths and other Germanic 
nations, in their departure towards th e  west. In Prussia 
and L ithuania they  became intermingled with a branch of 
th e  Germ an family which lingered behind, and thus formed 
a  third people, the  Lettish. The whole nation bore the 
nam e o f Leches, and afterwards Polonians o r Poles, from 
th e  ruling branch. Polska or Poland signified a plain, 
th e  early inhabitants being denominated from the nature 
o f  their country ; thus a Chrowate o r Croatian meant a 
m ountaineer,— and the Po-morzi or Pomeranians signified 
a  people in th e  neighbourhood of the  sea. T he mass o f 
th e  Polish nation, distinct from the Sarmatians, a Median

Eeople, were descended from the ancient Leches, the 
ygians o f Tacitus, and the  Liciavians of the middle ages. 

T h e  large provinces of L ithuania and the  Ukraine were 
snore identified with Russia than Poland, in respect to 
religion and language. T he region o f the  Vistula com­
prehends on the South th e  kingdom o f Gallicia, o r Aus­
trian  P o lan d ; in the centre the kingdom of Poland, 
united  to  Russia in 1815; to  the west the republic o f 
C racow ; and lastly, to th e  north-west, the Grand Duchy 
o f  Posen, added to  Prussia. T he whole constituted 
ancient Poland. Poland, reduced to  its modern limits, 
was divided into eight palatinates, viz.— Masovia, Cracow, 
Sandom ir, Kalish, Lublin, Plotsk, Podlachia, and Augus­
towa. Its  population amounted in 1829, to 4,088,290, 
who were nearly all Roman Catholics, and engaged in 
agricultural pursuits,

M r. T . J . B p c k t o n  then  remarked, th a t it was errone­
ous to  suppose every pa rt o f the immense empire of Rus­
sia to  be thinly peop led ; the ratio  being about 180 inha­
bitants to  the English square mile, in many of the south­
western provinces; and as the population of G reat Britain 
and Ireland, generally considered very dense, was little  
m ore than  double that ra tio ,—it necessarily followed th a t 
Russia was no t thinly peopled in th a t part o f E urope 
where her power could be brought in to  speedy operation 
against S tates m ore advanced in the arts, and more largely 
possessed of wealth. Setting  aside, he continued, every 
consideration o f  a political nature, th e  aggrandisement o f 
Russia was a deeply interesting problem to  the philoso­
phic historian and’ ethnographer. T he fall o f such an 
empire, sudden and precipitate as it m ight be, would not 
be th e  less disastrous. T he dissolution of th e  regal 
chain, which now bound so many nations o f various o ri, 
gin, would let loose the elements o f  civil discord in that 
c o u n try ; and a people ignorant o f the  political obliga­
tions o f  man, and void of m oderation, the ultim ate lesson 
o f  history, might be excited by leaders o f similar character, 
to  th e  infliction o f the deadliest injuries on the  finer 
countries o f the South  and W est; subjugating the people, 
as did their fathers, in ages when our ancestors were no t 
less endowed with military ardour than  now, L et it be 
a  subject o f  serious reflection, continued he, that, in fact, 
th e  Russian Czars have united under their sceptre one 
h a lf o f  E urope and a th ird  part o f  Asia, and th a t their 
acquisitions have been recent and enormous.

U nder Iwan I, Sn 1458, the population under Russian 
dom ination, w as................. . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . .  6,000,000.

A t th e  death o f Iwan II, in 1584, i t  was 12,000,000.
A t th e  death o f  Peter I , in 1 7 2 5 ,.,.........20,000,000.
A t the death o f  C atharine I I . in 1790...36,000,000.
And a t the death o f Alexander, in 1885, 58,000,000.
This increase in 370 year* from 6,000,000 to  58,000,000, 

was caused by num erous accessions o f territory  in E urope 
and Asia. This estimate, m ade up to  a period distant

seven years, would soon require further additions. T u r­
key, Persia, and India now excited the Autocrat’s lust o f 
dom inion; and Britain might soon be reluctantly induced 
to  lift her arm in defence of her Eastern possessions. 
E verything depended on the personal character of the  Czar 
and his nobles. Treaties, national law, honor and faith 
were alike despised and contem ned, by a comparatively few 
men, who, deriving all their power from an insulted and 
degraded peasantry, sought to steep their hands in the  
blood of more civilized nations. Penetrated  with a con­
viction o f these truths, he observed, they ought continu­
ally to regard with a jealous eye every systematic aggres­
sion on independent States, considering th a t our own 
interests as a people were deeply involved in preserving 
such a combination among the m ore highly civilized 
nations of the W est and South o f Europe as might 
counterbalance the immense power and lust of territorial 
aggrandisement, for which the nations o f the East o f 
E urope were so iniquitously distinguished.

W hen the paper was concluded, the  President subm itted 
it to  the  meeting for discussion. N o comment being eli­
cited, the Secretary rose, and stated th a t he had prepared 
and arranged some materials which would no t be out o f  
place a t this stage of the  proceedings. They compre­
hended a condensed narrative o f  the  “  three  infamous 
partitions o f Poland” ;—the partial, or pretended restora­
tion in 1815;— and the events th a t arose ou t o f these 
transactions.— It was shown th a t the Constitution granted 
by Alexander had been violated in almost every article. 
T he statem ents o f Harro Harring were adduced as corro­
borative evidence; and the Manifesto o f the Polish nation 
to  Europe, voted by the D iet o f  Poland, 20th December, 
18.80, was referred to  as a most im portant document, nex t 
in value to  the  protest of the  crown o f Poland, against 
the first partition o f that country, in 1772. T im e did 
no t admit o f its perusal, bu t care should be taken for its 
extensive circulation.—-The proceedings o f the meeting 
term inated by the  Secretary reading a passage o r two 
from the valuable treatise o f  Mr. H unter Gordon, and 
impressing upon the  understanding of all present th e  
necessity of awakening the public mind on the all-impor­
tan t bu t neglected subject o f inter-national law, foe 
which purpose the proposed cheap publication o f  the  
Hull Society would, amongst o ther things, be well adapted. 
— Donations, in money or in books, or a considerable ac­
cession of members, were indispensable to the successful 
pursuit o f  the  Society’s objects.

DONATIONS.
P ro m  th e  P a re n t  Society in  London, several pam phlets, In  

E n g lish , F rench , and P o lish , and  two lith o g rap h ic  p o rtra its  o f 
d istingu ished  Polish pa trio ts . F rom  H u n te r G ordon Esq  , 
h is  C onsiderations on th e  W a r in P o land— presented  by  him ­
self. F rom  C u tla r  Ferguson, E sq . hie speeches on P o land , in  
th e  H o u se  o f C om m ons. From  D r. C halm ers, th e  p residen t, a  
H istory  o f P o lan d — form ing  the 2 0 th  volum e o f D r .  L n rd - 
n e r’s Cyclopaedia. F rom  M r. Edw . B uckton, the  secre ta ry  
o f th e  H u ll  Society, D r- B ow ring’s Specim ens o f the P o lish  
P oets , F rom  M r. W . W oolley, S o licito r, “ R egni P o lo n ia  

R egionum que O m nium  a d id P e rtin e n tiu m . N o v issim aD escrip - 
tlo . A ndreae  C e lla r ii.’’ P ub lished  a t  A m sterdam  in  lf>52. 
F ro m  M r, A . D . E n g lish , bookseller, D r, C onnor’s H is to ry  
o f P o la n d . D onations in  M oney :— from  D r. C halm ers, 21.; 
from  M ajo r Sykes, o f  W est E lla , 51. ;  from  S ir Geo. C ayley , 
B a r t .  21.

FA" M  Communications arc reguest'ed to be addressed to the Secretary, 
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