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4 ROSALIND »

A Paper Read by Mme. Helena Modjeska Before the Goethe Society of
the City of New York, on Friday, Jan. 22, 1892.

Two years ago, in our cafiyon in Calitornia,
I was sitting under the oaks with alittle book
in my hand. It was Thomas Lodge'’s story
of ““Rosalynde.” When I finished reading I
sat fora moment absorbed in thought. Paper
and pencil were at hand, and I felt tempted
to write a sketch of one of the best beloved
characters of my repertoire., In one after-
noon I did the dreadful deed—and here it is.

You must not think that I am going to try to
teach anything. The sketch, like all sketches,
is incomplete, and not of any literary value,
as you can easily imagine. I was asked to
read before you. I had this thing at hand
and I give it to you as I would offer a bunch
of wild roses to those who would come to see
me in our mountain home in California. It
rests with you whether you keep the flowers
or throw them away. One way or the other,
you will be right to do as you please. You
could not wound my vanity, because I have
none in regard to this trifle.

Thomas Lodge, it is well known, was
Shakespeare’s contemporary author, He was
born in 1556 and died in 1625. He wrote his
novel called *Rosalynde” in 1590. On his
story Shakespeare based his play, As You
Like It.

Who is Rosalind? Thomas Lodge de-
scribes her beauty and her virtues in most
glorious and rather extravagant terms:

I for upon her cheeks there seemed a battle be-
tween the Graces,who should bestow most favour to
make her e ent, The blush that glorified Luna
when she kissed the shepherd on the hills of Latmos
was not tinted with such a pleasantdye as the ver-
milion flourished on the silver hue of Rosalind’s
countenance; her eyes were like those lamps that
made the wealthy covert of the Heavens more gor-
geous, sparkling favour and disdain; courteous and
yet coy, as if in them Venus had placed all her
amorets and Diana all her chastity. The trammels
of her ha folded in a caul of gold, so far sur-
passed the burnished glitter of the n tal as sun
doth the meanest star in brightness: the tresses
that fold in the brows of Apollo were not half as
rich to the sight, for in her hair it seemed love had
Jaid he If in ambush lo entrap the proudest eve
that durst gaze upon their excelience. What should
I need to decipher her particular beauties, when by
the censure of all she wasthe paragon of all earthly
perfection.

Alinda, in Lodge's novel ‘Celia,” in the
“Qratio: to her Father in Defence of Rosa-
lind,” says: ‘‘Her wisdom, silence, chastity,
and other such rich qualities, I need not de-
cipher.” ; :

But we need not look for information to
any other authority than Shakespeare him-
self, With all the consistency of an experi-
enced playwright, and the good judgment
of a clever stage-manager, he does not leave
entire freedom to his actors, but gives them
necessary hints how to impersonate the char-
acter, and thus compels them to follow
closely his own conception. Rosalind is so
well pictured by different characters of the
play that there cannot be any doubt as to the
interpretation of the part. In the first act ot
As You Like It, Duke Frederick, speaking of
Rosalind, expresses himself as follows:—

e is too subtle for thee; and her smoothness,
very silence, and her patience,
k to the people, and they pitv her,
art a fool; she robs thee of thy name.
1d thou wilt show more bright, and seem
more virtuous,
When she is gone.’

It is enough to read this passage to know
that she is subtle, smooth, silent, patient,
bright, and virtuous. Shakespeare is not
content to describe his heroine’s character—
he also draws an outline of her physical ap-
pearance. In her scene with Celia at the end
of the first act, Rosalind says of herself: I
am more than common tall.”

Orlando, in his poem,
praises

Helen’s cheek, h\_u not her heart,
Cleop s majesty,

Atalanta tter part,
Sad Lucretia’s modesty.

thus sings her

In another instance, Oliver—quoting
lando’s description of Ganymede—says:
The boy is fair,
Of female favour, and bestows himself
Like a ripe sister; but the woman low,
And browner than her brother.
We see by all these descriptions that she is
tall, oolden-haired, majestic. beautiful.
Javing become thus acquainted with her
moral and physical excellences, letus see how
she appears in contact with the surrounding
people and events.
In the first scene
learned from Charle wrestler, that her
father has been bha sderick, but
being very much beloved by her cousin Celia,
Frederick’s daughter, she is retained at the
court, and treated kindly by the usurping
Duke. On her first appearance, she comes
before us with a cloud of sadness on her
brow, and wins our sympathy at once. We
love the noble girl for the sake of her sorrow
and patience, and we pity her. Celia tries
to comfort her, but it is not easy to forg
banished father, and she answers softly:
show more mirth than I am mistress of.”
But when Celia insists, accusing her with a
childish petulance, of lack of love for her, she
shakes off her sadness, saying: “I will for-
get the condition of my estate to rejoice in
yours.” This is our first insight into her
soul. Her unselfish nature comes out with
these lines, as well as her superiority over
Celia, whom she humors so willingly. She
is now ready to devise sports: ‘‘What think
you of falling in lcve?” ey
A sad sport, indeed, but quite in harmony
with her present disposition. Heart softened
by sorrow is a fertile soil for love. Love is
in near relation to sorrow, as well as its best

1e play, we have

remedy. Even thehappies tmoments of lovers
are often tinged with sadness, which refines
their feelings and lends them a charm of
poetry. Itis, then, quite natural that Rosa-
lind’s first thought while trying to ward off
her grief turns to love. She does not want
to trifle with it, either, for when Celia sug-
gests to make sport withal, and love no man
in good earnest, she abandons at once the
idea, saying: ‘‘What shall be our sport,
then?”

Ah ! Rosalind, they praise thee for silence
—silence means thinking, and thou art full of
thought. Who knows what tricks imag
ination has played on thee, and what vis-
ions thy pure but fertile brain has spun in
thy solitary hours? Hast thou not seen in
thy ‘‘mind’s eye” some hero, some youth
with eagle eye and strong arm pressing thee
to his manly breast? Confess, sweet Rosa-
lind, thy heart is prepared and waiting for
the magic touch. It willsoon come, and love
will then take so strong a possession of thee
that all thy sorrow will be drowned in it, all
will be forgoten, and nothing left in the
world but he, the hero, the incarnate vision
of thy dreams. Thou wilt not like to talk of
fathers ‘‘whilst there is such a man as he !”

Rosalind and Orlando's love is love at first
sight, sudden and spontaneous. Lodge says:
“Love, willing to make him as amorous as
he is valiant, presented him with the sight of
Rosalind, whose admirable beauty so in-
veigled the eye of Rosader (Orlando) that,
forgetting himself, he stood and fed his looks
on the tavour of Rosalind's face, which she
perceiving, blushed,” ete. On her side, Rosa-
lind, during the wrestle, ‘‘to encourage him
with a favour, lent him such an amorous look
as might have made the most coward desper-
ate,” etc

In As You Like It the only indication of
that spontaneous passion is in Rosalind’s
simple question: ‘‘Is yonder the man?” and
then, in her answer to Frederick, when he
asks if they ‘‘crept hither to see the wrest-
ling”"—*Ay, my liege, so please you, give us
leave.” A moment before she did not like to
stay. ‘Is there any else longs to see this
broken music in his sides? Is there yet
another dotes upon rib-breaking?” Her
noble nature revolts against this sight of the
brutal sport, but she has seen Orlando, and
the rib-breaking becomes a second considera-
tion. One glance has decided her fate.
What a beautiful passage it 1s, in which she
and Celia entreat Orlando to give up the
wrestle! How deeply moved she appears
when Orlando replies, in a firm but gentle
manner, “‘If I be foiled, there is but one
shamed that was never gracious; if killed,
but one dead that is willing to be so. I have
none to lament me.” Her heart nearly leaps
from her mouth to him—*‘The little strength
that I have, I would it were with you.” Yes,
love has taken possession of her; 1t governs
her looks, her acts; it makes her bosom heave
with anxiety, and brings tears to her
eyes. How happy she is when Orlando
brings down the wrestler; and when
he reveals his mname, her gladness
is complete. He is now her real hero, for-
ever. He is Sir Rowland’s son, and her
father “loved Sir Rowland as his soul.™ The
man she loves is noble, beautiful, and cour-
ageous. He was only a young man a while
ago; mnow she calls him *‘gentleman.” She
knows he is one. Farewell constraint! She
gives him her chain, one of the last remnants
of her former wealth, for ‘“her hand lacks
means.” She even forgets herself a little,
but we forgive willingly, since she sweetly
confesses her sin: ““My pride fell with my
fortune.” We feel, however, slightly
alarmed when, provoked by Orlando’s
silence, she almost betrays her feelings by
saying: ‘‘You have wrestled well, and have
overthrown more than your enemies.”

This short scene is one of the most ex-
quisite in the play. Its delicacy 1equires a
very careful treatment, and woe to the Rosa-
lind who forgets.at that moment that she is a
duke's daughter and refined, both by nature
and training.

In studying the play one can easily see that
the part of Rosalind has not been written for
what we actors call “‘points,” for effective
entrances and exits, etc. It would be easy
to produce a melodramatic effect in the scene
with the Duke Frederick at the end of the
first act, but it would be a g1 mistake.
Rosalind is never loud. Shakespeare him-
self told us that she is smooth, patient, and
silenf. Even in her indignation she is not
disrespectful. *‘Then, good my liege, mis-
take me not so much to think my poverty is
treacherous.” The only passage in the part
that is really meant for applause is the epi-
logue, and as such it has nothing to do with
Rosalind's character. It is not she who
speaks; it is the author and manager who
recommend their play to the audience.

There is not enough space in this paper to
make a close analysis of each separate scene
My object is to give a sketch, therefore I
shall not dwell any longer on the final scene
in the Duke’s palace, where the barished
Rosalind resolves to travel in the company of
Celia and the clown. I'll follow her to the
forest of Arden, to meet again the proud
lady who will have “‘no worse a name than
Jove’s own page,” and therefore calls her-
self Ganymede. It is worth while noticing
that Rosalind, while putting on a man’s cos-
tume, has not assumed with it the air of
swagger or rudeness, but of chivalry. She
protects and supports her cousin as a man

would do, and forgets her own fatigue, in
order to ‘‘comfort the weaker vessel.” When
she addresses Corin, asking him for food and
shelter, she thinks more of Aliena than of
herself: ‘‘Here’s a young maid with ravel
much oppress'd and faints for succour.”

She is now at liberty, free as a bird! I see
her roaming in the woods, making garlands
for Aliena’s brow, or speaking of Orlando to
the stars. His face is ever before her eyes;
her heart is tull of that delightful passion
which grows stronger instead of decreasing
in the absence of her lover. I perceive her
sitting on a rock overhanging a brook; the
singing birds mingling their voices with the
mellow rippling of the stream; the leaves of
the tree tremble and glisten in the rays of the
sun like a flock of silver butterflies.

She bends over the crystal water where she
beholds her loveliness. A faint smile appears
on her lips, followed by a sigh. Ah! if the
good fairies could bring Orlando here that
she might see his face next to hers iu a frame
of 1vy and eglantine. Patience, sweet, lov-
ing girl, he will come, he will soon be here!

And he comes indeed! (at least, so Celia
tells her.) Oh, what rapture! how quickly
her heart beats, how rapid her thoughts, how
fluent her tongue grows! The first cry of
joy is immediately followed by the awaken-
ing of her inborn modesty; she wore the boy's
garb for some time before, and never felt
ashamed of it, but now—Orlando may see
her! ‘‘Alas! the day!" what will she do
with her doublet and hose? and then the cat-
aract of words—questions—following each
other with a wonderful rapidity. It seems
as if her whole nature had suddenly under-
gone a change, and that a clever, slightly
satirical, dignified young lady had turned
into a perfect child. ‘‘What did he, what
said he, how looked he?” etc.—all without
stopping—without waiting for an answer.
What has become of the ‘‘silent” Rosalind?
Where is her ‘*patience” so highly praised ?—
all gone and melted away before the name of
Orlando.

“But soft, comes he not here? vyes! 'tis
he!” Her first impulse is to “slink by.”
3ut how can she stay away? She hears him
talk; her name is pronounced; she must
speak to him instantly. A happy idea
strikes her; the doublet and hose are wel-
come; she will ‘*speak to him as a saucy
lackey”; she will know how deeply he loves
her. Her impatience to attack this subject is
so great that she begins at once. ‘ What is’t
o’clock ?” and at Orlando’s answer that there
is no clock in the forest, she immediately re-
plies: “*Then there is no Zowver in the forest,”
€1C,

I suppose that Rosalind intends to be very
boisterous and rude in this scene, but she
scarcely succeeds in it, judging by Orlando’s
remark: ‘“Your accent is something finer
than you could purchase in so remote a
dwelling.” It is obvious that she cannot be
a hoyden, and, although she assumes the
manners of a lackey her inborn gentleness
and refinement must be virsible to the eye, as
a fair face would be from behind a veil of
gauze, or a beautiful form under a drapery,
even if that drapery were made of coarse
linen.

I will stop here my analysis of Rosalind’s
character, asit has been wholly revealed to
us in these few scenes, All her mental gifts
are now concentrated in love, which acts
upon her like a stimulus, bringing forth all
the brilliance of her versatile nature. From
the beginning to the end the part of Rosalind
is a string of marvels of dazzling beauty.
What opportunities for good acting ! Her
dissembling, her mock marriage, her quick
and witty retorts, all the unrivaled riches
of the dialogue give an ample scope for de-
veloping the character, and there is no need
of any additions to make the part still more
attractive. Some actresses add a cuckoo
song. The song only mars the unity of the
dialogue, and produces the effect of a couplet
in a comic opera.

To conclude, I will repeat what I have con-
veyed before, that the part of Rosalind can-
not be treated in a naturalistic manner, The
play being an idyl and a poem more than a
comedy, its heroine must be in harmony with
it—not tread too heavily upon the ground,
but touch it lightly with feeting steps. He
merriment is not necessaril,” boisterous, but
it mustreach our ear pleasavdy as the eci
of a child’s laughter in the woods. Her love
making is not a picnic flirtation, but an ex-
pression of true sentirment and an overflow .of
first spontaneous 1

In the early editions of Shakespeare Rosa-
lind exclaims in the first scene of the third
act, after the reading of one of Orlando’s
poems by Celia: ‘O, most gentle pulpiter,
what tedious homily of love have you wearied
your parishioners withal!”

Now, I have noticed that in some new
editions, and especially in stage editions, the
word pulpiter has been changed to ‘Jupiter.
It was likely at first a misprint, but it has
been repeated since not ounly in the books,
but even on the stage.

The error seems obvious, for if the name of
Jupiter were used onlv for the purpose of ex-
clamation, as ‘‘Jove!” or ‘“Lord!” then he
would not be adorned with the inappropriate
epithet of most gentle. 1f it applied to the
whole sentence and Rosalind applied this
name to Celia, then the comparison would be
lame, because Jupiter does not deliver homi-
lies and has no parishioners.
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