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THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION

The British Upper House, the
House of Lords, has lately
discussed the advisability of
allowing  British  Ministers to
speak in both Houses. The present
position is unlike that which
obtains in  most  Continental

countries, in that British Ministers
can only speak in the House in
which they sit. This eertaiinly
entails disadvantages- It is possible
that an important Cabinet Minister
may, if he is the heir to a title,
be suddenly transfered to the
Upper House by the death of his
predecessor in the peerage. This
happened lately in the case of Mr.
Ormshy-Gore, who on becoming
Lord Harlech proceeded to the
Upper House, resigning both his
seat in the Commons and his
portfolio in the Cabinet.

As a generat rule, the holders of
leading positions in the Cabinet
do not sit in the Lords — Lord
Halifax‘s tenure of the Foreign
Office is an exception — owing to
the importance attached by
members of the Commons, and
especially by the Opposition, to
authoritative answers to the
queistions  raised at “question-
time" — that vital hour when the
attention of the Empire and of
the whole world is concentrated
upon the House of Commons.
When any Minister sits in the
Lords, the questions concerfiing
his Department are answered by
his  Under - Secretary, or in
important instances, by the Prime
Minister, who usually holds no
portfolio.

On the whole, however, their
Lordships did not much favour the
new proposal. It was pointed out
that the atmosphere of the two
Houses was utterly different, that
the strain of replying in both
Houses, as well as of
administration, would be too great
for the Minister to bear, and that
the present practice was more
dignified. One or two peers
painted a dismal picture’ of
Ministers running backwerds and
forwards between the two Houses,
and Lord Rankeillour, who has 26
years* experience of the Commons,
feared that every time there was
an important debate, and the
Minister was not in his place, the
Lower House might echo to ribald
cries of “Send for him!"

The relation between the two
Houses has been established by
a series of typically British
adjustments — friction, discussion,
and compromise- "With a perfect
Lower House", writes the great
authority Bagehot, “it is certain
that an Upper House would be of
scarcely any value“. As it is, the
Commons exhibits the defects to
be found in most transient
representative  bodies — defects
of ineixperience, party animosity,
hasty legislation, and dependence
upon eldctoral whims. Thesfe
defects it is the function of the
House of Lords to correct, and its
permanence as a body gives it
stability and experience.

The atmosphere of the two
Houses is different indeed. “The
Lower Chambar® — to quote
Bagehot once more "is a
Chamber of eager politicians; the
Upper (to say the least) of not
-ager ones”. The apathy of which
he complains has been largely
countered in our day by the
steady promotion to the Upper
House of politicians, distinguished
administrators, and others who
make the revision of legislation
a really valuable and etffective
service.

It remains true, howewer, that
the calmer tone of the Upper
House, and its purely revisionary
capacity, make it unattractive to
young politicians with their career
before them, unless their gifts are
rather more academic than suits
the atmosphere of the Commons.
The promotion of Mr. Balwin to
the Lords is a tyipical example of
the modern practice of giving
politicians who wish to retire
rom the strain of high office, a
place where their experience will
still be of the utmost value to
their country.

The position of the Crown has
also been established by a steady
evolution, not entirely without
conflict, towards its present form
of “limited monarchy”. How
limited that monarchy is, yet how
effectual, has been shown by
Bagehot, who wrote in 1867: "The
Queen has no such (legislative)
vet6. She must sign her own
death-warrant if the two Houses

unanimously send it up to her".
The principles  of  Cabinet
Government  have freed the

Sovereign from the burden of
executive power and
responsibility, and exept for the
Royal Clemency, now only
exercised at the recommendation
of the Home Secretary, the Crown
plays no judicial role.

What, then, is the function of

the King? “To state the matter
shortly”, writes Bagehot, "the
soyereign has, under a

constitutional monarchy such as
ours, three rights — the right to
be consulted, the right to
encourage, the right to warn. And
a King of great sense and sagacity
would want no others." The
sovereign  stands towards his
ministers in a position of great
authority, not only on account of
his dignity, but owing to his
position above parties, and to the
wealth of his experience Cabinets
fali, but the King remains.

In the course of a long reign,
the Soyereign will have acquired
a stock of invaluable experience
upon which a wise minister will
frequently draw. He will be able
to recall the successes or failures
of previous administrations, and
warn his ministers accordingly.
Te will also be able to encourage.
It is not the function of this article
to anticipate history, but enough
has already been written to 'show
how admirably the late King
George Vaccomplished his

difficult task, through a reign
packed with such incidents as the
Parliament Bill of 1911, the entry
of Great Britain into the War in
1914, the first Labour Goyernment
in 1924, and the Economic Crisis
of 1931. How much his country
may owe to him cannot yet be
known, but it is certain that his
oncouragement had great
influence on the formation of the
first National Government in
1931

The essential  characteristic,
therelfore, of the B ritish
Constitution is that it reflects the
historical development of the
British people. It is based, not so
much upon a specific political
theory, or group of theories, as
upon a complicated medley of
precedent and tradition which
represents the accumulated
wisdom of our forefathers. Thus
was the Common Law shaped,
and the British Constitution in
many respects resembles the
Common Law- Abstract priciples
of theory are oftei made to yield
to the concrete requireme(nts of
fact, and if, as many excelle(nt
critics have found, the British
democracy exhibits a number of
illogicalities, it has yet been
proved, somewhat to the
exasperation of these excellent
critics — thoroughly sound and
workable.

INDUSTRIAL FILMS.
After a falling away at the time

when sound films were first
introduced, the production of
industrial films in Britain has

revived in recent years, and there
is now a number of films which,
while they give publicity to the
firms or industries sponsoring
them, do so by informing and
instructing.

Films of this character recently
completed include: "B o ok
Bargain,” showing the production
of a telephony directory (G.P.O.
Film Unit); "A Nation‘s Health
Centre," a film of the Boots
factory at Nottingham showing
the mass production of Chemical
Products (Strand Films); “From
Forest to Fabric," a six-reel film
on the production of silk fabrics
made for Courtaulds (Revelation
Films); “Jubilee”, a six-reel film
on the history of the Dunlop
Rubber Co., showing, also rubber
production  (Publicity Filmsi);
“Vitrolite*, a technical film
dealing with the manufacture and
fixing of opaque glass made for
Pilkington Brothers  (Spectator
Films); “And So The yve
Modernised,” a technical film
dealing with the reconstruction
of modern gas-works made for
the iron works department of the
Newton Chambers Co., Ltd-
(Spectator Films). Publicity
Films. have also been responsible
for the following: “The Gods Look
Down," a film for cinemas for the
National Benzol Co., Ltd.; "Sam‘s
Investment,“ a film made for the,
Austin Motor Co., with Stanley
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EMPIRE EXHIBITION.

The four millionth yisitor
entered the Empire Exhibition at
Glasgow the last day of June, and
so far the expectations of the
organisers of the Exhibition as to
thie numbers who would attend
which have been averaging 80,000
a day, has been more than
realised- This is the more
satisfactory in that the weather
on Saturdays, when the largest
crowds are expected, has been
generaily poor. With me cniet
holiday months, July and August,
to come, it is confidently expected
that iwelve to fifteen million
people will have passed the
turnstiles before the ~Exhibition
closes at the end of October.

While the purpose of the
industrial exhibits is primarily
that of prestige for the exhibitor,
many overseas inquiries have
been received in the industrial
pavilions from which orders are

expected.
The exhibit which has attracted
most  attention  has been the

working model of the Victoria
Falls in Rhodesia, which is to be
taken to the New York World Fair
next year. The Highland Vilage
has also been a great success, and
this, too, is to appear again in New
York on a larger scale. The Tower
of Empire, "Tait's Tower,” has
been another popular feature.
Scottish trade generaily has
been benefited by the large
number of visitors from other
parts of Britain and from abroad.
Whatever the financial results of
the Exhibition itself, and these are
expected to be good, Scotland will
undoubtedly have gained-

Holloway as one of the actors;
three pictures for the Ford Motor
Co. of Great Britain, comprising
“The Man who Made up his
Mind," and two instructional films
for dealers; and “A Spot of
Camping,” a film made for Camp
Coffet.

It is anticipated that several
of these films will be available for
showing in Poland this winter
through the medium of the Anglo
Polish Society at Warsaw.

BRITISH AGRICULTURE
TODAY.

Two important speeches, one by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Neville
Chamberlain, at the country town
of Kettering, and the otherin the
House of Commons, have once more
centred attention upon the state
of British agriculture.

Mr. Chamberlain made it elear
“that although great efforts were
being made to improve the
agricultural  position and to
inerease production, where that
could reasonably be done, there
was no possibility of self-
sufficiency in the matteir of food
supplies for a nation situated as
Great Britain was." This is a frank
admission of a reality. But it is
important for those, at home as
well as abroad, who have come to
think of Great Britain as
primarily a manufacturing
country, to realise that the gross
annual value of B ritish
agriculture is zl 6,250,000,000
a figure which exceeds the annual
value of the agriculture of any of
her Dominions, although Canada,
for instance covers a vast territory
and puts agriculture in the
forefront of her economy-

The evolution of B ritish
agriculture has been  gradual,
without sudden breaks. This is
partly due, as one of England‘s
foremost agricultural experts, Sir
John Russell, has pointed out, to
the fact that the Englishman is
very conservative in the matter
of food. “Beef, bread, and beer",
he writes, "were in old time
considered necessary and
sufficient for an Englishman —
his divinely ordained food, one
old writer said. And so,
throughout our history, wheat or
rye to make bread, barley to make
beer, and grass to make mut-ton
and beef have been the central
product of British agriculture.”

Nevertheless the post-war years

have a certain change in this
"divinely ordained" statei of
affairs, and that change is

faithfully reflected in agriculture

In the first place, the meat-joint

does not now hotd the primary
(Continued on page 4.
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‘Mercuryl Makes Record North
Atlantic Crossing

History has just been made
again on the projected North
Atlantic air route by the first
commeircial flight. After being
launched in  midair from its
mother-craft Maia, the long-range
seaplane Mercury made a record
non-stop Crossing from Foynes
(Ireland) to  Montreal via
Newfoundland on the/ night of
July 20th. — 21st, a distance of
2,800 miles. The Mercury crossed
the 2,000 miles of ocean in 13
hours 29 minutes at an average
speed of over 148 m. p. h. — a
record for the land to land
Crossing between Ireland and
Newfoundland. This flig ht
eclipsed the previous time of 14
hours 24 minutes set up by the
Imperial ~ Airways  flying-boat
Cambria last August.

In addition to her crew and fuel,
Mercury was carrying aprnoxi-
mately half-a-ton of news reeds,
photographs ~ and  newspapers
recording the visit to Paris on the
previous day of Their Majesties
the King and  Queen. After
reaching Botwood, Mercury was
scheduled to fly on to

Montreal and New York thus
giving the public in Canada
and ¢the United States an

opportunity of having up-to-the-
minute films and papers which
had been the first to be rushed
across the North Atlantic by air
exXpress.

It was in this auspicious manner
that Imperial Airways launched
the Atiantic-flying.programme of
1938, details of which were given
in the House of Commons on July
20th. by the Under-Secretary of
State for Air, Captain Balfour.

The Mercury is scheduled to
make three return Atlantic flights.
The Cabot, an improved type of
Imperial flying-boat capable of
carrying a bigger load than the
flying-boats employed in the 1937
Atlantic tests, will make two
return flights and there will be
two other flights by the Albatrosa
type of land-plane.  Another
Albatrosa will fly to New York
and remain on the other side of
the Atlantic to carry out survey
flights under winter conditions.

The firstAlbatrosswill make its
crossings early in September and
early in October, while the new
Cabot flying-boat will make its
trans-ocean flights towards the
end of September and about the
middle of October.

Captains and crews for all
flights will be provided by
Imperial Airways, and the whole
programme will be carried out
jointly by the Air Ministry and
Imperial Airways, the ultimate
aim being, of course, thel
establishment of a regular mail
and passenger service on this
all-important North Atlantic air
route.

Three Million Pound Aircraft
Factory

The Birmingham City Council
have recently decided to sanction
negotiations for the sale of 120
acres of Corporation land for the
erection by Lord Nuffield of a
factory for production of aircraft.

It is estimated that the
expenditure upon the proposed
works will total £3,000,000 and

that it will provide employment
for about 15,000 people.

The land was acquired by the
Corporation two years ago for
housing purpores and, subject to

the Dunlop Rubber Company
(from  whom the land was
purehased) agreeing to waive

their restriction for building for
industrial purposes on the land,
it is understood that work on the
building of the new factory will
be put in hand immediately.

THE
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R. A. F. Triumphs

T

The Royal Air Force can now
claim for Great Britain the world
record for a long-distance non-
stop formation flight. This feat
,was achieved on the 8th of July.
when four Vickers  Wellesiey
bombers of the R- A. F. Long-
Range Development Unit landed
at Ismailia, Egypt, after flying
4,300 miles. This was ' an
improvement on the Italian record
by nearly 1,000 miles. The planes
started on their journey from
Cranwell, Lincolnshire, flew to
Ismailia, then to a point on the
Persian Gulf, and returned to
Ismailia. The total time in the air
was approximately 32 hours and
the average speed 135 miles an
hour. The aircraft flew at an
average height of 10,000 feet, and

no technical difficulties were
encountered throughout  the
journey. The flight  was

commanded by Squadron Leader
R. Kellett and each machine had
a crew of three.

On the 8th of July the R. A. F.
accomplished yet another feat-
E leven Hawker - Hurricane
fighters created a record for a
formation flight to Paris, despite
the extremely unfavourable
weather conditions, by covering
the 235 miles from Northolt to Le
Bourget in 66 minutes, an average
speed of 213 miles an hour. A few
days later — on the 12th of July
— the fastest flight yet made
between London and Paris was
accomplished when these planes
returned in formation to London,
covering the 235 miles in 51
minutes, at an approximate speed
of 260 miles an hour. These
remarkable feats afford added
proof of the superior quality of
British engineering and
construction and of the efficiency
and enterprise of the personal of
the R. AL F

Work of the International Air
Traffic Association

Nineteen years ago, in the
summer of 1919, and as a result
largely of British  enterprise,
experts representing pioneer air
companies came together at the
Hague, in order to consider the
formation  of an international
organisation to promote  Co-
operation between the air-lines of
Europe.

It was a British pioneer, the
late Sir Sefton Brancker, who
presided over that first meeting;
and as a result, the International
Air  Traffic  Association was
formed — an Association to which
the air travelling public owe a
very considerable debt of gratitu-
de, seeing that its unremitting
work has smoothed the way for
regular international air travel,
and has solved innumerable
problems in connection with the
rnaking of air journeys from one
pert of Europe to another.

The other day, flying from all
parts of the Continent, members
of the I. A. T. A. assembled at
Budapest for an annual
conference at which many traffic

problems  were passed under
reyiew.

The one or two pioneer
organisations which were
instrumental in  forming the

Association in 1919 have grown
in numbers until there are now
nearly 30 air-line companies who
are members of the. Association;
while the mileage of Europe‘s
airways has inereased from a few
hundred miles in 1919 to over
50,000 miles in 1938.

Today the  Association is
actively at work in many
important directions, it being the
generat aim to simplify in every
way possible the ever-increasing
flow of traffic over the network
of European air-lines-
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Economics and Finance

BRITISH INSURANCE
RESULTS

Analysed results now available
for 1937 of 29 leading British
insurance companies or groups not
only show what vast sums of
money these institutions control,
but also indicate the important
part they play in the commercial
life of the nation. The fire
premium income of the companies
in 1937 inereased by £767,000 to
over £47% millions, this growth
being well spread over businness
at home and abroad. After
allowance for claims and expenses
and for a uniform provision of 40
per cent, in respect of unexpired
risks, the result was a surplus of
over £5 millions, equivalent to
about 11  per cent, the
corresponding percentage for 1936
having been 9.35 per cent. The
premium income for accidents and
miscellaneous risks accounts for
an even higher aggregate than the
volume of fire premium income,
and in 1937 it rose to more than
£69% millions, an inerease of
£4,281,000 compared with 1936. In
this branch of insurance there
remained a surplus of more than
£3,300,000, equivalent to 4.72 per
cent., both the total and the
percentage of surplus being higher
than in the preceding year. There
was also an inerease in the total
premium income from marine
insurance-

The aggregate figures for fire,
accicfent and miscellaneous, and
marine riskh insured by Briitish
companies are impressive. The
total premium income of the
offices in 1937 was nearly £129
millions, an inerease of £7 millions
over the preceding year, and the
total result was a surplus of over
£8millions, equal to 6.52 per cent,
on the premium income.

FINANCIAL BUOYANCY

According to official statistics
recently issued, Great Britain‘s
gold reserves at the end of March
this year amounted to over £835
millions at a valuation of £7 per
fine ounce. Of this amount £297%
millions are held by the Exchange
Equalization Account and the rest
by the Bank of England. While
the existence of these immense
reserves, which compare with a
little over £703% millions held
last year, bears witness to the
stability of the country’s financial
resources, the fact that during the
past half-year there has been no
reduction in the supply of bank
credit is proof of the buoyancy of
British financing. During the year
ended May 31st last the Bank rate
has remained at 2 per cent, and
discount rates at % per cent., so
that trade has had the benefit of
cheap money. At the same time
British banking policy has done
much to prevetnt British trade
from becoming unduly affected
by the tendency to contraction in
international  commorce. Thus
during periods when conditions
were less propitious for new
Capital issues, loans have been
available for B ritish
manufacturers.  Such  banking
facilitieshave undoubtedly
mitigated the effects of temporary
set-backs in world trade, and,
comparing the first five
months of the years 1937 and
1938, there was an expansion in
bank advances of £27 millions in
the latter period-

Meanwhile the internal position
of British banking institutions
continues to be sound. Two of the
leading  British  banks have
recently declared interim
dividends of 5 per cent, and 7 per
cent., and a.well-known London
discount house has announced
that it is maintaining this year its
previous rate of dividend of 7%
per cent.

CONVERSION OF POLAND'S
DOLLAR LOANS

The finat results of the
conversion  of several Polish
dollar bond-issues, which closed
in May, are at present available.
The exchange of former dollar
bonds for scrip of the 4%s per cent
Internal Loan of 1937 exended to
$ 21263700 of the 7 per cent
Stabilisation Loan, S 9,823400 of
the 8 per cent Dillon Loan,
$ 6,885,100 of the 6 per cent Loan
of 1920, $ 4,759,000 of the 7 per
cent Warsaw Loan, and $ 6,186,700
of the 7 per cent Silesian Loan,
the total amount presented for
conversion  being $ 48918,000.
Bonds of the 4'/a per cent Internal
Loan for the total face value of
312,782,300 zlotys were issued in
exchange. The total of the issue
and details of the redemption
scheme will be announced shortly
as the first payment on the Capital
of the loan is due on August
Ist next.

DIRECTIONS OF POLAND'S
FOREIGN TAADE

During the first five months of
this year Germany occupied first
place in Poland‘s foreign trade,
Polish exports to the Reich
reaching a value of 102,374,000
zlotys, and Polish imports from
that country a value of 120,808,000
zlotys. The United Kingdom was
second (Polish exports 92,279,000,
Polish imports 62,920,000 zI.). The
figures of Poland's trade with the
other principal European
eountriefe for this period were:
Belgium (Polish exports 23,329,000,
Poliah imports 19,697,000 zl.),
Czeché>slovakia (exports
16,830,000 zI and im ports
19,697,000 zl.), France (exports
19,929,000 zI and imports 17,125,000
zIl.), Switzerland (exports
12,112,000 zI. and imports 10,507,000
zI.), Sweden (exports 25,970,000 zI
and imports 18507,000 zI.), Italy
(exports 27,006,000 zI. and imports
14,439,000 zI.), and the U. S. S. R.
exports 359000 zI. and
imports 5558000 zI.). With the
exception of Germany,
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet
Union, Poland’s trade with the
above countries yielded balances
in favour of Poland.

THE WORLDS FUR MART.

Recent political and economic
developments in different parts
of the world have affected the
British fur trade in various ways.
Refugees from Germany in recent
years have included a considerable
number of fur-traders, many of
whom brought their business
connexions, with large circles of
customers all over the world, to
London. Now a similar transfer
of fur-trading activities is being
made from Vienna.

The Hudson Bay Company, still
the most important fur-trading
organisation in the world, laid the
foundations of this remarkable
business, which has flourished
evar sifice on the banks of the
Thbames. Between London Bridge
and Blackfriars Bridge lies the
contre of the entrepét trade in
raw skins for the whole world,
and London today occupies a

dominating  position in  the
international fur market. Some
of the finest fur designers, who

were formerly well known in
other capitals, are now working
in London. In fur dressing and
dyeing the British industry has
©stablished its clain to be the
most varied and competent of any
in the world. It now handles
tliree or four times as many skins
as it did before the advent of the
Nazi regime to power in Germany.
British fur brokers and merchants
have a high reputation abroad, as
was evidenced by the appointment
of two members of a London firm
to conduct the Leningrad fur
auctions.

RECORD FIGURES OF POLISH
BUTTER EXPORTS

Butter exports from Poland
during the first half of this year
reached a total of 82,364 metric
quintals (315 per cent of the
quantity exported during the
first half of 1937), exceeding
the total quantity exported during
the whole year 1937 by 3494
quintals; 8 per cent of
this years butter exports were
taken up by the U. K. as against
50 per cent lasit year; butter
exported to Germany remained
practically at the sarne level;
more butter was sold to Palestine,
while only smali quantities were
shipped to other countries. Nearly
all the shipments (99.4 per cent)
were marketed by co-operative
dairies, and 88 per cent (72585
quintals) were of standardized
quality. The value of the exports
totalled about 21 million zlotys.

BRITISH MOTOR INDUSTRY

1937 was a new peak year for
the  British motor industry.
Recorded production showed an
inerease of 10 per cent. over 1936,
while the inerease over the base
year 1924 was no less than 246 per
cent, equal to a growth in
production of over 361,000
vehicles. The  British  motor
industry now gives direct or
indirect employment to over
1,300,000 people, in that total being
included those engaged in goods
vehicle transport, in the operation

of public  service vehicles,
taxicabs, the oil and tyre
industries,  generat distribution

and garages. Apart however*from
this important contribution to
employment, the motor industry
through direct taxation and duties
provides a sum equal to one-
eleventh of the total national
revenues- Thus in the relatively
short period of 50 years sirice the
first beginnings of motor traffic,
mechanical road transport has
grown to be one of the three
leading industries in the United
Kingdom.

INDEBTEDNESS OF POLISH
BANKS ABROAD

At the end of last year the
indebtedness of the Polish banks
with foreign credit institutions
totalled 187-6 million zlotys, while
the balances of these banks with
the same institutions amounted
to 759 million zlotys. The
resulting balance of 1117 million
zlotys against the Polish banks
was 27.4 million zlotys less (14.1
per cent) than at the end of 1936.
The reduction of the sums
receivable by Polish banks from
credit institutions abroad came to
16 per cent for last year. In the
U. S. A, there was a favourable
balance of at the end of last year
7.6 million, those in all the other
countries being against the Polish
banks, the biggest one, 340
million zlotys, with French banks.
During last year the adverse
balance with Italian institutions
was substantially reduced, while
that with the English banks
showed an inerease.

Bank Amerykanski
w Polsce Sp. AKc.

Kroélewska 3 — Warsaw

All kinde of Banking and
Foreign Exchange business transacted
Bonds and Stocks bought and sold.

safe deposit vault
equipped according to the most
modern technical reauirements.
Private Safes from 6 zk a quarter.
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Aleksander Gierymski

(1850—1901)

With the opening of its new
edifice, the National Museum of
Warsaw has introduced an inte-
resting innovation. Several rooms
of the rez-de chausse of the
building are specially prepared
for temporary exhibitions, whigh
wili constantly take place.

Already the first temporary
exhibition of the  National
Museum has become the artistic
sensation of Warsaw. It is
dedicated to one of the most
brilliant  painters in Poland,
ALEKSANDER GIERYMSKI
(1850—1901), who with Jozef
Chetmonski, Leon Wyczétkowski,
Jacek Malczewski and few others
was one of the leaders and first
creators of modem Polish art.
This exhibition for the first time
permits the public to understand
the -great artistic role', played

by Gierymski in the history of the
Polish modern plastic art; and tO
admire his scope and possibilities.
The organization of the exhibition,
the number and selection

of the painter‘s works show the
development, changes, impressions
and results of Gierymski‘s art
and life- A good and richly
illustrated catalogue, edited by the
National Museum and prepared by
Juliusz Starzynski, with a short
biography, is a valuable guide
for visitors.

ALEKSANDER  GIERYMSKI
was born in Warsaw at 1850. He
began his art studies at the
Warsaw School of Design, and in
1868 went to Miinich, where was
his elder brother, Maksymilian.
His studies were finished in 1873,
when he exhibited his painting of
the trial scene from “The

ALEKSANDER
GIERYMSKI.

Basilque ofSaint Marh's.

Yenice.

Count Beniowski” Visit to Japan in 1771

By Aleksander Janta

The B ritish
Department of  Manuscripts,
contains under the number 5359
— 5362 the holograph memoirs of
Mauritius  Augustus Count de
Beniowski, a very unusual
character, soldier, adventurer and
explorer who in 1771 sailed from
Kamchatka to Macao, touching
on his way at several points the
shores of  secluded Japan,
unknown and rather uninviting
to foreigners,at that time.

Very few memoirs, very few
books indeed have had so much
influence on writers as the first
edition of Count Beniowski‘s
memoirs which aippeared in two
volumes first in English, London
1790, followed closely by the text
of the original French version
which was also published by
Messrs. Robinson, of Paternoster
Row. The book became extremely
popular, and was translated into
many other European languages,
creating enormous interest and
sensation especially in Poland,
a legend also, rapidly growing

M useum,

around the peirsonality of the
Count, who after returning to
Europe organized a private

expedition to found a colony in
Madagascar gjnd was shot down
by French troops on the 23rd of
May, 1786. Poets and novelists
have written about his life, which
from the field of history became
more and more that of a
literary personality. The newly
published  Polish  Biographical
Encyclopedia contains one and a
half quarto pages in smali type
enum erating books and
publications on Beniowski. A
sufficiently eloquent illustration!
At the same time very few
historical facts except his own

narrative and  despite .many
learned commentaries, are known.
to exist, especially as far as his
trip to Japan is concerned- This
is due to the fact, that no
European commentator has up
till now made use of the existing
Japanese documents on his visit.

Count Beniowski, an aristocrat
of Hungarian origln joined in
Poland a catholic ~confederation
against the protestants, who were
supported by Russia. He was
taken prisoner in a battle and
exiled as far as Kamchatka. Here
his restless and  adventurous
spirit did not let him remain too
long. According to his own
relation he staged a revolt iin
Bolchievieck, where he was
staying, captured the corvette
St. Peter and Paul, and with 8
fellow prisoners set sail on the
12-th  of May 1771  After
navigating the Behring sea and
claiming to have touched even
the shores of America (namely
the Isle of Kodiak south of
Alaska) we find the vessel, flying

a Polish flag, on the Eastem
coast of Japan. According to
Count Beniowski’s memoirs, he

dis,covered an island which he
called Isle of Liquor from whence
he proceedeid to the shores of
Japan , found himself in a gulf
which he calls  Usilpatchar,
actually somowhere in Japan, was
received very courteously by a
high official whem he took for
a king and whom he called
Uljkamhy. He claims to have
obtained from him permission to
return to Japan and to open up
a trade in furs. The next point
Beniowski’s  vessel touched in
Japan appears to have been

Merchant of Venice* (created
under the impression of Italian
XV cent, art, and especially of
Carpaccio).

In the year 1873 he visited Italy
for the first time and in
returned to Warsaw, going back
io Rome in May of the same year;
staying there with a short interval
until 1879. In that epoch he was
influenced by  Titian  and
Tintoretto and produced "Arbour"
and "ltalian Siesta”, which are
counted among his finest works.

At the end of 1879 he was again
in W arsaw. During 1882
Gierymski enriched his portfolio
with pictures of W arsaw
and with designs and views of
Kazimierz, Putawy, and other
Polish scenes.

From 1888 he was at Miinich,
studying at Schleissheim, and
during the summer of 1889 at
Kufstein-  Apart from the
paysages, this  period gave
interesting views of Miinich b
latern light. Some o
these night-pictures  must be
counted among the masterpieces
of the painter, so impressively
does he operate with the effect of
light and dark.

In  October 1890  Gierymski
arrived in Paris, where his first
works were “The Opera” and “The
Louvre* by night. From 1891—2
his works show great change
in character and style. He was
influenced by Corot, Courbet,
Boudin, Lepine, Manet up to the
impressionists, which latter style
he adapted to his own, remaining
in some measure always faithful
to the realistic and naturalistic
style of his works.

The years 1893—5, spent in and
near Krakéw introduce
impressionism into P o lish
paysages. At that time Gierym-
ski created two excellent pictures
at Bronowice (a village near
Krakow).

In 1895 he is again at Miinich,
and in 1897 in Italy, working on
several of his great works: the

Tousa. He afterwards anchored
off the coast of Tacasima Island,
almost lost his ship in a storm as
it grounded at the shores of an
isle which he called Usmay Ligon,
and finally reached Formosa,
where he fought a battle as an
ally of one of the chiefs
of a tribe. This being successful
he signed with the head of the
victorious tribe a treaty of
friendship, “accepting  the
comission of the province of
Havangsin, on condition that |
should support him against the
Chinese, until they were driven
out of his dominions..." With the
idea of ret.urning to Formosa and
founding there a colony he set
sail for Canton and on September
21-st arrived at Macao. Many
volumes have been written about
this voyage, discussing the
veracity of Beniowski’s
aedount. His memoirs, were,
written in  Europe where he
returned early in 1777- A writer
by temperament and an untired
adventurer who on the ground of
his tales of travels and discoveries
in the East wanted to persuade
either the French government or
private personalities (in this he
succeeded finally) to finance
his expedition to Madagascar,
Monsieur Beniowski did not always
faithfully observe the
truth, and what his
meméry did not retain, this he
added from imagination, making
his story as colourful and himself
as heroic as possible. His story
was received with suspicion, and
immediately commentaries

folloved, altogether not
too favorable to the
Count, who in the mean time

having perished miserably, failed
in his ambition to becoms king
of Madagascar. His financial
backer Mr. J. Hyacinth de
Magellan, a descendant of the
discoverer who was ruinedthereby,

Aleksander Gierymski. “Rococo Lady'l

Doges-Palace in Venice, Basiligue
of San Mark’s, Cathedral of Siena,
etc, counted among his
masterpieces, treated with
naturalism and realism, and in
impressionistic style, which makes
the pictures even to-day,
astonishing in their freshness
and perfection.

In 1899 he was at Rome, Paris
and finally in 1900 at Verona,
where he made several paysage
sketches, justly counted by Juliusz
Starzynski as among his finest
Works.

Worn out by a life of intesive
work, the painter died in his 51-th
year in Warsaw on March 81901~

Visiting to day the exhibition
of Aleksander Gierymski‘s works

onecan understand and
appreciate  his role in thei
development of Polish art. One
can find satisfaction in the

admirable Italian paysage, another
in the masterly execution of the
interiors or in the characteristic
paintings of old Warsaw. But in
our opinion above all Gierymski
will remain as an unsurpassed
master, who deelpened the
impression and expressiveness of
the lights and shadows to
extremes, making of them the
most  artistic element of his
painting.

AUSTRALIAN LETTER

by Helen Heney

Anxiety is being felt in
Australia over the deadlock in
London over the trade talks,

sifice their collapse, w(hich jis a
possibility ~which  cannot  be
overlooked would have not only
unfavourable reactions within the
empire, but would be regarded
by nations outsida it as of grave
significance. Some of eh points
at issue are however SOimportant
to both countries that neither side
can easily give way. The outeome
is being anxiously awalted both
here and at home-

Particulars of a new
agreement between Japan and
A ustralia for year, have
just been made pub lic.
It is regarded as a stop
gap measure, sifice Japan is
in a state of economic uncertainty,
and will be followed in due time
be a completely new agreement.

The two chief items differing
from the previous agreement are
the inclusion of staple fibre piece
goods in the artificial piece silk.
goods quota, and a lessened
guantily of Australian wool for
Japan. The Consul General for
Japan, Fr. Wakamatsu, stated
officially that it was a cause for
great congratulation that trade
relations between the two ounties
had now been put on a new basis,
and the Prime Minister, Mr.
Lyons also expressed satisfaction.
This attitude is important in view
of the very strained trade
relations prevailing not long ago,
and also of the anti Japanese
feeling shown sifice the early days
of the Chinese Japanese war.

A new shipping agreement was
settled at the same time, which
provides for the pooling of all
cargoes to and from Japan, and
lays down the proportions of that
total  between the  various
shipping companies.

trade

A contemporary prinl of Beniowski's oisit

getting in return nothing but the
documents of Beniowski and Mr.
W. Nichilson, a Fellow of The
Royal Society finally prepared the
memoirs for publication.

It was too difficult at the time

of publication to verify the
arpount of truth which those
memoirs contained. Beniowski’s

share in the troubles of Poland
was a recent business- "We are
not in the dark with regard to the
land passage across the Russian
dominion in Asia, etc.." writes
Nicholson. The only part of the
Counts adventures which cannot
be readily compared with
collateral testimory of others,
consists in the visitatio(n of the
islands of Japan, Liquelo and
Formosa."

Such verification, which was
impossible at the time of the
publishing of Beniowski’s
memoirs, has never yet been
seriously attempted ~ in  an
exhaustive manner w hich
would, in the light of Japanese
telstimony establish once forever
what ecan be regarded as
trustworthy in Beniowski’s

memoirs. Captain Passfield
Oliver, who prepared the
English Edition of Beniowski’s
memoirs, published in 1898, says
in his conscientously written
preface to this work: "It is possible
that some day in the archives of
the Netherlands Trading
Comipany, which may have been
preserved in the old factory of
Desima at Nagasaki records will
be found which may throw light
on the visit of Count Beniowski
to Japan. There can be no doubt,
that  Beniowski‘s ’ adveiture,
belongs to the most daring
exploits of those early travellers
and adventurers oh the coast of
Japan. Here is a man with very
little knowledge of navigation,
with vague ideas about geography,
dmbarking on a smali sailboat,
with a gathering of dangerous
men, some of them convicts, some
of them prisoners, who were
escaping just like him, some of
them, like the captain of the ship,
just drunkards, to whom in
generat no joke would seem too
tough and no proposition too bold
or too daring-

(To be continuect).



Presettited at the T eatr
Kameralny, an interesting
French comedy TOO LARGE A
FAMILY, by Andre
Birabeau raises tha problem of
child education and its influence
on further life.

The hero, a lad of 18 has stolen
money from the petty cash of his
firm and attempts to' commit
suicide.

He is removed to hospital and
his three step mothers rush to his
assistance. When his father turns
up he realises that he- himself has
thought too little about his son
and that none of his three
subsequent wives could replace
the boy’s dead mother, and that
his sons destiny lies in his hands.

TOO LARGE A FAMILY is
produced correctly by the young
Mrs. Krystyna Severin-
Zelwerowiczowa. The young hero
is played by Zbigniew Blichiewicz,
who displayed much sincerity and
directness.

The three step-mothers were
played by Maria Miedzinska,
Helena topuszanska and Pelagia

Relewicz - Ziembinska. . The
remaining roles were taken by
L. Oberska, J. Gozdecka, M.
Zamitto, M. G linski, and

Wiodzistaw Ziembiriski.

THE TEATR MALY opens its
new season with DAME NATURE
by Andre Birabeau on August 10.
This comedy with Mila Kaminska,
Stanistawa Stepniéw na and
Jerzy Kaliszewski,  will be
produced by Zbigniew Ziembinski.

THE TEATR POLSKI, has
anew comedy by Jacaues
Deval SOUBRETTE,
produced by Aleksander Wegierko.
This comedy starring Stefania
Jarkowska in the title role and

AGRICULTURE

(Continned in page 1)

place it once held at' the British
dinner-table. In pre-war days, the
meat-course was the dinner in
many homes; the rest of themeal
consisted of inconsiderable trifles-
Today less emphasis is placed on
meat, and more on milk, eggs and
vegetables. John Buli, in fact, has
a slimmer figure than that of his
ancestors, and is probably much
more of a vegetarian.

Moreover,  the  convergjng
influence of the post.war interest
in dietetics, in hygienic food-
supply, and in “Keep Fit"
movements, has caused a growing
realization on the part of the
British public of the great value
to health of fresh food.
remarkable feature of the change
in agricultural production is the

way in which it has, adapted
itself to these facts. Dairy-
farming, poultry-farming, and
market-gardening, have all
inereased to meet the new
demands.

The great years of British

agriculture were 1855—1875, when

new mechanical invejntions and
chamical fertilizers were
revolutioinizing  the  industry.

Technically, Britain led the way,
and numbers of farm pupils from
abroad, especially from Denmark,
Sweden, and Germany, came to
spend a year or two on the

leading farms and study our
methods. Like the rest of the
world, Great Britain suffered

from the war years and the great
collapse of agriculture in 1931
The production of 1913 and
1936 afford a good basis for
comparison, and illustrate a
remarkable recovery:
Wheat — About stable.
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WARSAW STAGE CINEM AS

such artists, as Helena Hatacinska,
Jerzy Pichelski, Bugus’:aw
Samborski, Jadwiga Kurylukowna
and Janina Wilczéwna will be
reviewed in our next issue.

THE MARIA MALICKA
THEATRE shows a new musical
comedy ON THE RADIO (NA
FALACH ETERU), which should
become a great success.

An unpretentious libretto by
Paul Leone and Leopold
Brodzins-ki form a good

background for song and melody
composed by a young Polish
composer Jerzy Lawina-
Swietochow ski, whoisso
successful, that it foretells him a
great future.

The producer, Roman
Zawistowski has given the show
life, tempo, and humour. The cast
includes three attractive actresses
Ina Benita, Ewa Stojowska, and
Lunia Nestor, who sing, act and
daneei with charm, tempo and
musie. Humour and wit are
excellently represented by Zofia
Wierzejska, a. first rate comife
actress.

Among the’men
attractive as a

Igo Sym is
charming old

gentleman. Roman Zawistowski
has too little personal charm, as
“Little John", but plays with

humour. The only disagreable
exception is the extreme
provincial ovenplaying of Marian
Kielarski.

The sets are by Stanistaw
Kurman, while the musical side
remains in the .hands of the
composer himself.

In the summer season ON THE
RADIO forms such an agreable
avening that it is no doubt that
this musical comedy will achieve
a very long run.

Jerzy Macierakowski.

Meat — Increase of 400,000
tonnes-

Milk — Increase of 150,000,000
ectol itre

Eggs — Increase of 3,000,000,000
(200 per cent).

Sugar — Nil in 1913; today
about a guarter of Britain‘s total
reguirements.

The decline which must be

offset against these inereases
occurs largely in animal
foodstuffs, and is relatively

unimportant. The production of
oats, for example, has fallen by
295,000 tonnes, but Great Britain
is still about 97 per cent self-
sufficient, in this product. On the
question of self-sufficiency, the
potential market in Great Britain

is enormous, and British farm
products may be inereased
yithout  closing the door to
foreign imports. Of thei nation‘s
total food bill during the
years 1924—25 and 1927—28
(approximately zl 16,000,000,000
per annum).

Great Britain supplied 39-3 per
cent

British Empire supplied 21.6 per
cent,

Foreign Countries supplied 391
per cent,

The variability of soil and
landscape in Great Britain allow
for the production of a variety of
crops and roots, for pasture and
grass-lard, orchard-farming, and
almost every type of agriculture
exept maize, olive and vine. Her
problems .are therefore of a
different order from those which
confront  agriculturists in the
great granaries of the Baltic and
the Danube basin or the forest
cultivators of Scandinavia.

But all those who work on the
land,, of whatever country or age,
have qualities in common, and
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this article may end fittingly
with thel remarkable rscognition
of that fact spoken by the British
Minister of Agriculture in the
British  House of Commons:
“Often, when | survey the field of

urope today, and think that, in
spite of all the alarums and
excursions, the peasants of Europe

are still proceeding with their
ancestral occupations, | feel that
the peasant mind has in it

something of great stability, and
something which we should be
very wrong to exorcise out of our
own people.”

NEW BRITISH RAIL RECORD.

Yet another British record for
steam trains was broken when,
on the 3rd of July, a streamlined
locomotive of the London and
North  Eastern  Railway, the
Mallard, attained a speed of 125
miles an hour ,over a stretch of
306 yards. This speed was 11 miles
an hour faster than that achieved
b the London, Midland and
Scottish Coronation Scot express
a year ago. The Mallard, which
is a Pacific type locomotive, was
designed by Sir Nigel Gresley,
chief mechanical engineer of the
L. N. E R, was built at
Doéncaster last March. On its test
run the Mallard was drawing
seven streamlined coaches, and
was travelling between Grantham
and Peterborough.
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